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SCHISM 


Fully Opened and Appiied . 
2-43 


Gati,ered Churches, 


OCCASIONED 


By a Book entituled, Sacrilegions Diſ- 
| ſertion of the Holy Miniſtery rebuk- 
ed: and Tolerated Preaching of the 
Goſpel Vindicate1. 


Ly theAuthor of Toleration not to be 
| Abuſed d by the P "recby terians., 


When once Parties arc eng. "my by their Opini- 
ons in Anti-Churchcs and fierce diſputing : 
Toe Fleſh and $41tan will be working 11 ay 
arainir all that is 2 Sweet, and Safe, | 


- Bxrers Det. Pe 5 | ay 


L ond 111, P rinted BY &.G . and B. G. tor 7 mes | 
Collins, and fo!d by Abiſha Brocas in Exorgy 
= 9572+ BEI | 


———— 
OR 
. 


READER, 


00D READE K, thou art 
made the Judge betwixt ws < 
examine our arguments, and 
obſerve the manner, how we handle 
them , and one another impartially ; 
and then, if thou haſt no favour , 
yet judge righteoufly , and 7 ſub- 
mit. 

or, if thou haſt any favour, F en- 
treat thee to beſtow it in reacing 
thoſe few firlt Chapters, that are ſpent 
in Altercation. There thon wilt come 
to Argument, and be there as ſevere 
as thos wilt. 


4 2 T4 


To the Reader. 


T confeſſe, T have takew the tiber: 
ty ſometimes to uſe a little pleaſant+ 
nelie , rather than be Angry with a 
Severe Adve:/ary ; that perhaps may 
incur thy . enſure : Tet conſt 'er wy 
provocations thereunto, and thou wilt 


either pardon we, or condemn mt" 


with pity . 

To tronble the READER with 
Perſonal Altercations , or #o uſe a= 
ny thing like Drollery , in a ſcrious 
Argument , I like not very well, my 
Self : And though IT know not why 
»y own heart ſhould condemn me for 
etther ; yet, I fexr him, that is grea- 
ter than my heart, and knows all 
things 5 and judge it ſafeſt to ſay, 
that; as I never wrote in this man- 
er before , ſo, T hope, IT ſhall not be 
provoked to do ſo again. 

May my Adverſe Brother have the 
ſame mind - Tea, 7 hope he is ſo good 
4 an, that ty his own better prin- 
ciples ( if not by my Arguments ) as 
aljo by experience ( the groſſeneſs of 
his Brethrens Sepgzations, being far 
bes. 
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'To the Reader. 


- beyond what he ſeemed to ſulpeQ) he 
+» | bath "2p 4 Wk fſered himſelf to be - 
F ſatisfied , e evil and danger of 
'y our Bd Churches, both F - Rea- 
'y ſon- aud Sence. 

t The GOD of Peace and Truth be 
To with thee , and with his poor Church, 


Farewel, 


Wn & 
dad wut 
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Sore ſingle Sermons , and 


other Diſcourſes-touching the 
preſent Differences in the 
Church , printed for James 
( ollins, 


'Þ ( nt Charity recommended | 


ina Sermon tothe Right Honour- 
able the Lord A 1yor of London 72x or- 
dey to the abating the amimoſities a- 
#:0n8 Chriſtians, that have been occa- 
foned by differences in Religion by Jol. 


Glanvil. ReGFor of Bathe, price 6, d. 


2. AOTOY OPHEKEIA- 0r a ſea= 
fonable Recommendation and defence 


uf Recon in the Aſſairs of Religion ;, 


46am ? Infidelity, Scepticiſm, and Pha- '\© 


| 


naticiſmes of all ſorts, by Jol. Glanvil | 


price6d. 


3. The Chriſtians Victory aver Death, 


[4.4 


| 
| 


—” 


a. Sermon preached at the Funeral of 
the moſt Honourable George Duke of 
Albemarle, by Seth Lord Biſhop of Sa- 
rum, price6 d. | 

4. A Mironr of Chriſtiarfity, and 4 
Aaracle of Charity; or an Exad Nar- 
ration of the Life and Death of the L a= 
dy Alice Dutcheſs Dudley, by R. Bore- 
man D, D. price 6 d. 

5. The General Aſſembly, or the ne- 
ceſſity of the receiving the Communion 
in our publick Congregations : evinced 


from the nature of the Church, the 


IWord of God, and Presbyterian Prin- 
ciples, in a Sermon by Francis F ulwood 
D. D. pr ce6d. 

6. Miſercre Cleri, 4 S-rmon repre- 


| ſenting the miſeries of the Clergy , and 


|: 


I's 


; 
þ 


oY 


aſſiening their true cauſes in order to 4 
redreſs, byEdw.Wetenhal,BD.price 6d. 

7. Urim and Thumin ; or the Cler- 
gres Dignity and Duty, recommended i 
a Viſitation Sermon , by Mal. Connant 
B. D. price 6 d. 

A Diſcourſe of jToleration, in an{w:r 
to a late Book entitauled A Dilcoutlc of 
ne 


the Religion of England, price 6 d. 
Indulgence not juſtifyed, veing a con- 
timnation of the Diſcourſe of Toleratior, 
in Anſwer to the Arguments of a late 
Book , entityled a Peace-offer ing, or plea 
for Indulgence, and to another called 
the Second Diſcourſe of the Religiorr 

Exgland, price 6d. 

Tolcration not to be abuſed, or a ſeri- 
ous Dueſtion ſoberly debated and Kelolv- 
ed upon Presbyterian Principles, viz. 
Whether it be adviſeable, eſpecially for 
the Presbyterians, either in Conſcience 
or Prudence, to take advantage from 
bis Majeſties late Declaration , to De- 
ny or Rebate their Communion with 
our Parochial Congregations, and to 
gather themſelves into diffFind# and \(c- 
parate Churches? price 6d. 

. The Judgement of the learned and pi- 
ons St. Auguſtine; concerning penal 
Laws againſt Conventicles, an for Hn- 
ly in Religion, delivered in his 46. Ep, 
ts Vincentius, price 4 d. 
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Non-Conformilts = 
NEW-CHURGHES 


=: SINFUL” 
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CHAP. I: 
Thi IntroduQion. The Anſwerers Tutte aid 
the Impertinency of 77. 


2 He Confident Oueſtonift,as 
his Anſwerer calls him, in 
this will yet be confident, 
that, mor mary will not 
take the task and burthen 
upon them to 7ead the An- 
ſwer; and that, but few 
| . .. of them thatread it, will 
be able to underſtand it : and that few or none 
of that ſmall number, that ſhall think they 
underſtand it, will be able to ſee the Conſe- 
quence of it : or, laſtly, if any ſhall chance to 

B be 


a Non-Contozniits N2etw- 

be ſo lucky; they muſt be exceeding kend, as 
well as wiſe, if they can endure, without very 
much patience and ſome indignation, its V#- 
dertaksng, Method and Manner of Reaſoning; 
in all S_ it _— me to obſerve the Au- 
thor ſo like my 
tle, of the Epiſcopal Patron of Presbztery, and 
the Independent Catholick, Prelate of Non- 
Conformity. *' 

The modeſt dreſs of the Body of the Book 
may anſwer for it Selfe ; but 'tis confeſt, the 
Mouth of it ſpeaks great Swelling Words : The 
Title is; Satrilegions deſertion of the holy Mi- 


Goſpel Vindicated. What Comuring is here ? 
I am afraid the Spirirs are difturb'd ! Sacri- 
legions deſertion yl the holy Miniftry Rebuked ! 
The Holy Miniſtry Sacrilegiouſly deſerted ? 
What impiety is this? a heinous Crime in- 
deed, and worthy a very ſevere Rebuke. But 
where are the Criminals ? who are they that 
have wrought this 4dbomitrable thing ? Sure 


no, he preſently aſſures you, that he is firm- 


liberty to be Szleut though others have to 
Preach. Beſides, if they ſhould, eſpecially the 
Ofir- 


; and ſodeſerving the Ti- | 


| 


niſtry Rebukgd, and Tolerated Preaching of the | 


the Anſwerer himſelf, is in no wiſe guilty : | 


ly reſolved to the cohtrary ; and in this point, | 
I believe, he will as cafily anſwer for the | 
LueſtioniFt, Who then doth he mean to Re- | 
buke ? not the Conformiſts ; they have no | 


"yy mm my + BD Y eq a AS Www w=w ob =o i. Rd or... Bro - an. > 


Tc 


Churches Sinful. 3. 
Uſurpers among them ; I preſume, if wap; 


24 might thus be made for the right Owners, our 
1 ' Author would wot be much troubled. With- 
187 ; 

bl out Controverſy , then, he means his Bre- 


Ti. | thren the Non-Conformiſts: and have you, 
' indeed, deferred your holy Miniſtry ? you are 
too too blame, and muſt be Rebuked: Qr 
have you not already done it ? yet, 'tis to be 
oft | feared, youmaychanceto do it: Or, though 
he = Atpreſent you arc every where found, rather 
he = Foobuſyinthe exerciſes of your gifts;andafe - 
PY not unlikely ſo to continue , yet this Queſtie- 
be i hath ſaid ſomething, that in the Conſe- 
* gmence of it, ſeems to perſwade you tode 
your Office; or, at leaf hereafter you may 
41 , poſſibly be urged thereunto, by ſome filly 
1>  reaſonings, either of this Lueſtioniſt, or ſome 
other ſuch Pamphleteer. Now this Deſertios of 


_ the holy Miniſtry, is a thing of that dange- 
nar — Tous Conſequence, eſpecially in Tow, and at 
ire  Jucha timeas thus, that, though it bebutin 
. | porentiaremotiſſima, and onely not impoſſible 
a ' tocometo paſs, it muſt be z5ely obſerved, 


| byawiſe Watchman; andas if it were alren- 
he , © in At, itmult be Rebuked. 
| For this Deſertion of the holy Miniſtry is 


- Sacrilegions : there Is ſuch a thing, in our Au- 
to thors Judgment, however ſome of his Bre- 
he thren think as Sacriledge, under the Goſpel 


' @ Stealing ones Self, who is Conſesrated to 
B 2 God 


Ly x 


Non-Confozmiſts News 

Ged in the Holy Miniſtry, from the exerciſe 
of it, is a plain robbing God himſelf of his Ser- | 
vice and conſequently, Sacriledge: and I fear, | 
this hint, eſpecially if practiſed upon, may | 
bring to our minds aud obſervations too, ano- | 
therkind of gacrsledpe, that our Author was | 
hot well aware of: For are there not ſome | 
People Separated, Dedicated, and in a ſence; 
Conſecrated to God; and as juſtly Sitled Gods- | 
People, as the Preachers, Gods- Miniſters? And 
if theſe ſhould be ffolen away from God, in 
his Churches and A4iniſters, to whoſe care 
he hath committed them, is not God himſelf 
then robbed of them ? and ought not this kind 
of Sacriledg alſo to be feared and Rebuked ? 
A-worthy Prebyterian once thought ſo-and 
honeftly. gave the World warning of ſome 
ſmall eff of it in theſe words : This ( ſaid 
| he) brings Strife and Envyings | 


U 


— 


Cawdry*s - among Miniſters,when others ſteal 
= ooh away their Members ; and brim 
ved,&c.p.84. Slightings and Contempt #pon | 

their Perſons and Miniftry ; and | 
at laſt, 4 lamentable Separation, as we ſee | 
this day. | 

But the Azſwerer muſt crave your pardon; , 
for indeed the exceſſive Fidelity of his Bre- 
thren to their —————_— , leaves no 
room or occaſion for his Rebxking-Office. Be- 
kdes, Saeriledge has a tender Edge, and may 
| chance 
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chance to cnt ones fingers, if not warily hand- 
led. Therefore, :though perhaps he had 


' thoughts when he wrote his 7itle-page, to 
have ſpqgken ſomething upon this Subjeb?; 


yet, his Mind it ſeems, 15 not priviledg'd 
from change ; for, at preſent he 'hath wav'd 
that Argument, and Sacril:gious deſertion of 
the holy Miniſtry, ſhall eſcape his\Severity.ti 


another opportunity. 


: Doubt it nor, far if yoweurn over butioxs 
leafe, you are ſecur'd : he, there - as theuſt 


is, preſents you again with-the Tirle of his 
Book; but there you find nothing' of Sacrile- 
grous deſertion of the holy Afeniftry Rebuked : 


'no, this fir Menace 18 now wiſely onmreed, 


either by the Author or the: Primer : Wiſely,! 
I-fay, for Defertion of the holy Miniftry, is 
ſcarcely any more heard of, much leſs Rebu= 
ked, throughout bis whale .Bdok: However, 
let not his Afiniftry be .deſgrted + the Sermon 
may be good, though bbth .3#'and the Prizs 
eber forget the Text, hes P 


% 


JNon Confouniſts New- 
CHAP. II. 
Of the Anſwerers diſcription of Himſelf : his 


Mbuſrve Terms touching Non-Conformity, 
and bu miſtake of Armagh's Reduction : 


thoſe that offer'd it, 1660. were 10 leſs Preſ- | 


byterians : his change of the Queſtion. 
HE worthily obſerves, the 2ueſtion:its 


vanity in honouring himſelf with the | 


Name, of a Lover of Peace and Truth: and in- 
deed 'twas ſaucily dene : the Arfwerer may 
promote the Trath by the liberty of Zrrozrs; 
and ſeek for Peace by pleading for, if not 
praCtifing Divs/ors : 'E who are you, Szr 


-— - 


Confident, that you, ſhould ſo much as pretend | 


to the love of cither. 

But, pray Mr. Anſwerer what is your 
Name ? there are many that ſay they kzow 
you by your Reaſon and Paſſion, and by your 
Words and Works ; but pray you let me know 
your Name. You have told me already ; and 
i find it at large in your Title Page, attended 
before, with two great Titles to your Book, 
little to the purpoſe but for Ceremony : and 
followed after with the train of three pom- 
pous places of Scripture, to fill up the Page. 

One that ss Conſecrated to the ſacred Nmi- 


miſtry, and is reſolved not to be « wilful deſerter 


of 


Churches Sinful. 7 
of it, in ruſt that any Undertakgrs can juſtifie 
binfor ſuch Deſertion at the PFudgment of God; 
till he know better how thoſe can come off them- 
ſelves, who are unfaithful Paſtors, or unjuſt 
Silencers of others. 

And; is 4s your Name indeed ? Certain- 
ly his Gaace at Lemberb hath ſcarce a greater, 
Here is Conſecration, Reſolution, Condemneti- 
on, againſt the. unfairhful of Paſtors,” and the 
Injuftice of the King and Parliament for Si- 
lencing herrer : But, as the Lion ſometimes, 
is not" ſb fierce as heis Paired; fo, Ihope 


'thisis no $eripeure Name, that indicates the 


Naturb of the Perſon. But, ſo ſhall the dar 

be honored, thatlovesnot Himſelf, or Party, 

above Tyurb and Peace.” ; | 
Reader, here is nothing But meekneſs and 


_ penfleneſs and humility worthy of the 


Author; to be underftood : however, the ex- 
preffions found a little orberw1ſe, 'tis the Que- 
ſtromff only is Confident and unimelligible, 
though one would think at the firſt hearing, 
that'this long Name is Adonſtram, Horren- 
dum, and I cannot but add, Ingens, cus lumier 


New what dare not the Man of this great 
Name, ſay or do ? he dare ſay, the Canforweff's 
are the Schiſmaticks ; and that many of them, 
that now hold the places, that were former- 
ly MEAD. 9 Uſurpers; and that it 

15 


Noth, Cotifomiſts Jew: 
is aithfulneſs to the King to diſown ſuch kind 

of Uſeyers, though heflabliſh' d in their Bla 
ces'and Power 'by the Laws of the Land. p.39. 
+ He dare fy. tis. Impudence and Ignorance 
of the preſent State of England to call theſe 
ys args did-at the Kingr Rethrn of- 
fer Arch-Biſhop w_— Form of Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment, as he calls it, for Concord ; though 
Mr, Calan wis ove of that Number, -whoſe 
Name is found in Smeftimnuns.. . 

He dare call that book a Form of Epiſcs: 
pal Government, contrary to the wy T + 
ple of it, which is a Redultion of E Poe pacy to 
the Forme of Synodical Government. Which, as 


4 r. Berzard: well. obſcrves,. was 
Clavi 


_ only an expedient: far the preſent 
wo Neceſſity, occaſiened by the -7em- 


Total Shipwrack., 
ries of Epiſcopacy, as appears ſufficiently by 
the Title of it. 

It is, therefore :ngeniouſly argued by our 
Aathor,thofe that are called Presbjterzans did 
deſire that Epiſcopacy might be reduced to the 
forme of Synodical Government, therefore 
they'are no Presbyterians, they are not for 
Synodical Government. 

"The __ truth is, that Readuttzon prope. 

. | ſet 


: peſtuous violence of that time; as ay | 
acodaiin By way of prevention of a 
reatned by: the Adyerſa- | 


Churches Sinful. - ,9 
feth a way -for Union and Conſolidation of 
the ewe Governments ; but thar, ſuch a Uni- 
on, as ſhould contain -barth, without the loſs 
of either; and leaſt of all, -as theneceſſity of 
that time required, of the Presbyterian : And 
conſequently, thoſe, that would ſubmit unto 
that Redu:qu, might till be Presbyrerians 
both in_Nawe and Thing, however it fared 
with Epiſcapaty | | 
For, all men are not. bound to ſubſcribe or 
ſwear unto the definition of a Presbyterjan, 
which our - Anſwerer impoeſeth upon the 
World:: or to believe, that the Divene Right 
of the Ruling. Elder Unordained is ſentia] ta 
the Presbyterial Government; (p.5.) for the Go- 
vernment.may be Synodical without it. And I 


| need not give him Inſtances, that char hind 
| of Government was endeavoured to -be E- 


reſted, in the ſeveral parts of the Kingdome, 


| by the Agreament of ſeveral Eminent Mini- 


fters of that way, that yet denied the Juyedivs- 


| mityof meer Ruling-E/ders; and admitted 


them enly as Prudential : and I doubt not he 
very well knows it to be ſo. | 

* But, as to that Appligatzon made in 1660, 
which he ſpeaks of; :tis too well known, 
that in efſe& it rather propoſed for the Presby- 
terial, than for the Epiſcopal Government ; 
and had it taken, the Bsfhop, ſhould have had 
left him little more than the Name ; who was 
| s rather, 


x0 Non-Confopniffs New- | 
rather, to have been a Xfoderator,' or Chair. | 
man dxrarte vit?, than a Biſhop, in a common | 
acceptation : or. if a Biſhop, ſuch a one, as 
might well enough have confiſted with Syno- 
dical Government, or the deſign had-been | 
loft. But what need any more be ſaid? the | 
Propoſers would not allow him a Neyateve 
voice; and conſcquently, the Synod or Presby- 
tery theuld have Govern d,cither with or with- 
oxt his Conſent : and is not this a fair-Apolo- 
2y, twice offered, by our Anſwerer; that there: 
fore, becauſe they would have Admitted the 
Reduition of Epiſcopacy to their own Presbyre- 
rial Government, the are no Presbyterians. 

Again; It is nothing for htm to ſay,that the 
Reaſonings of the LueſftionFt, are weak and 
filly over and over : that they are Confident to 
Admiration : full of Noiſe and Noxſence, Con- | 
fuſedand Unintelligible, and Schiſmartcal too, 
(p-29.) Theſe are his ſoft and gentle Strokes 
upon one that deſerves to be called Xames, 
that weuld foul Papey, as he intimates more 
than once, as an Argument of his unwilling- 
neſs to offend his Reader and Himſelf; though 
he have no foul mouth. 

But he dare venture farther and fay; that 
Mr. Fulwoods, Mr. Stilemans and Mr. Hindk. | 
leys Books for Conformity are ſuch Toyes--o--- 
of faitious Diſputers. He dare ſay; that bis | 
own fleſh diſputerh in him more Cunningly, m_ 
a 


_— 


— 


W 


Att. | , 
non 


| 
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al the Durelts, Falwoods and Stilemans in Eng- 
land; and yet in one thing, methinks, his ſpirie 
fails him, and he appears too much unlike 
the valiant Heroe I everitook him for. He, in 
one place, ſaith, p.32. Had be had leave to con- 
fute the Silly Reaſonings of Afr. Fulwood and 
other ſuch Pamphletecrs, he had long ago done 
ſtrange thwgs. And in axcther, p.3g. he would 
have me procure him leave to give his Reaſons 

Non-Conformity. Alas, —_— man ! that he 

ould want Leave to do ſuch brave things'; 
that he ſhould want Wil or Zeal to do them 
without leave. He ſaith, p.31. that 1 knew that 
he muſt not giue his Reaſons acainſt Conformuy. 
But who gave him leave to Preach betore the 
Indulgence ? who gave him leave to Print this 
Anſwer? Or is it poſſible to ſpeak boldey things 
againſt Conformity if he had leave to doit, 
than he hath done here ? The Conformiſts are 
Uſurpers and Schiſmaticks: theſe that Silenced 
the Non-Caonformiſts are Unjuft, Cruel and 
Sacrilegions : Conformity 1s gilty of Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, Perjury and Perſecution : Conformiſts are 
Proud, and contend who ſhall be Greate#t; and 
Covenant never in.certasn points to obey Chrift 
againſt the World and the Eleſh. as he humbly 
inlinuates, p.74. 

But in Earneſt, can he that ers fiie at this 
rate, perſwade us, that it is only want of 
leave, that hath hindered his Anſwering the 
Books 


1z MNai-ConfonniffsNews- 
Books aforeſaid ? Can he perſwade us, that 
his Obedience to Man, can warrant his omz{ſi- 
en of ſo great a Charity,as his effectual endea- 


vor to reſcue Conformiſts from theſe deſparate: 


enormities? .or can he think ſo honorably of 
eur Governours; as to fear that his ſtrong Rea- 


ſons would more offend and provoke them, if. 


given without their Licence, than theſe hard 
uncharitable, wnconſcionable inſtnuations, and 
unjuſt accaſations, againſt chemſelves, as well 
a$ #6. I i? 

Away then with this childsſh paſſion of fear, 


*tis altogether unbecoming our Goliah, that: 


defies the whole Army of Iſrael. You have 
Troops of Propoſitions always at Command, 
and ſo many Yokes of Di/:nftons, that you. 
doubtleſs 'ate 'able to make good what ever. 
you have ſaid, be it never ſo bad, if you durft, 
or; had leave. But what need of Leave ? or 
why ſhould you Fear?what quidlibet or quiod- 
libercan {tand before you? p. 30. You are the 
Man of Art,that can doe and undoe, prove and 
diſprove the ſame thing; or elſe, many of your 
Friends as well as Enegizes have done you 
wrong. 

I am one of his Friends, and I dare affirm 
of him, to his deſerved honour ; that he never 
yet wanted Aatter of Argument, againſt 
the Cauſe, or of Rebuke againſt the Perſon of 
any Man that ever oppoſeq him. He hath 

one 
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one very ſtrange and wonderful peice of Ar- 
rifice ; that, be the Controver//e what it will, 
he can make his Adverſary differ with him, 
about the Exiſtence of a Goa and Chri#, an 
Heaven and HeR; that he may take occaſion 
to tell the World, that ſome. Teachers need 
theſe plain Admonitions. p.26. 

But this ſubtil Anſwerer,hath a more power- 
ul Stratagem, never to be eſcaped; for he 
can make his Adverſary ſay any thing, that 
he, himſelf thinks he can mf eaſily oppoſe 
or if he cannot make him ſay it, he can affirm 
and prove he ſaith it; and then, thunder out a 
Volume againſt h;wz for Jajing =: ; 

We have a very Notable Inſtance of his 
Skill this way in our hands. If the © ueſtioniit 
dire ſay, that Toleration ought not to be abuſed 
by Presbyterians, in gathering themſelves mto 
diſtinit Churches in oppoſition to the Parochs- 
«l, he will moſt frenuouſly and pertinently con- 
fute him; with a Book,, called by the hard 

"Name above mentioned, Sacruegious dejer- 
tion of the holy Miniſtry Rebuked : and Tolera- 
ted Preaching of the Goſpel Vindicated. 

And if it be too palpable, that that Aurhor 
ſaid nothing for the Sacrileg tous deſertion of the 
holy Afiniſtry fit to be Rebuked, he can, as we 
before obſerved, quickly deſert that pays of 
his undertaking ; bor yet proceed to write 
his Book.in the J indication of 'T olerated Preach- 


1; 
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zng; and perſwade the World, with no mean 
Confidence, that the ſcope of the Book he pre+ 
tends to Anſwer, is directly againſt ſuch 79. 
lerated Preaching. Yea, inthe very beginning 
of his Book, p.2. And in another Charatter, 
on purpoſe to have the Reager note it ; he 
expreſly affirms; that he finds-- the Dueſt:oniſt 
hath the Face ( though he hath not the wouth 
that ſpoke it, or the hand that wrote it) yet 
he hath the face ro exhore them to deſert their 
Office. But with how much Ingenuity and Fy. 
ftice, God and his own Conſcience rault needs 
know already; and he muſt give me leave to 
tet the World know it alſo, in the Chapter fol. 
lowing. 


_—_—— —_—_—_— 


— 


CHAP. 1II. 


T did not exhort them to deſert their Office as he 
Affrmeth. His manner of Cenſuring leſs 
Errors. About Toleration. The Authors 
kindneſs to Non-Conformiſts. 


OR I will take leave to ſay; you may 
bleſs your ſelf, that you have engaged 
an Adverſary thatis a Friend , and hath nei- 
ther Wit nor Will to praftice upon you, as 
ſeme have done upon leſs Provocation. 

That you might tave ground to run out 
upon 
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upon me, as an Enemy to Tolerated Preach- 
ing; you exprelly affirme, p.2. that you find 
1 exhort you to deſert your Office : and that it 
ſcemeth, p.60. that acknowledging us exe 
Charches, will not ſatisfie us, without What? 
Aft ual hearing 1s. We would ſtroke you ims 
filence and the neglett of your Office. p.25. You 
ask, p. 58, 59. whether it be Sn: in you to - 
Preach ; and laboyr much, in the proof of the 
Receſſity of your Preaching. And you inti- 
mate, that if the Now Conformi#; ſhould not 
Preach, they ſhould be Jale, Crael, Sacrilegs- 
as and Perfidions:as are your words,p.27,28. 

Now, Sir, in my fillie way of reaſoning, 
I muſt demand, whether you do 5ndeed find, 
thoſe words, for which you perſecute me, 
throughout your Book, in my Book,, or not. 

If you ſhall ſay, you do find thoſe words, er 
words to thas effett; I am not ſatisfied, ui. 
leſs you tell me where: for I ſolemaly proteſt, 
I kyow not. Why did you not name the page, 
where they were to be found, as in other ca- 
ſeg you generally do ? eſpecially, this being 
the main matter of offence to you; that prove- 
$a you to ſo much ſeverity chroughone your 

ook againſt me ; for —_ begin your 
to this purpoſe : that if it had been all my 
endeavout that the Taleration ſhould not be 
abuſed, you ſhould earneFtly bave ſeconded me: 
but when you found- that 1 had rhe fage to ex- 
"-—__ 
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hort you to deſert your Oftee, &c. that T comers 
ou in Gods Name, to charge you to forhear His 
work_;: then, you ſay, your Conſcience bad yois 
help to ſave the weaker ſort that need, from ſuch 


\ Pernicious Fallacies 


Sir, I do with all exrneſtneſs,and yet meek. | 


neſs, let you know ; that I expect you ſhould 


make good your charoe : ſhew me theſe words, | 
or words that carry the ſame ſence, in any | 


place of my book,or confeſs you have wrong- 
- ed me, and I am ſatisfied. is AD 
- -But yet, turn the Tables, and ask your ſelf 
fcriouſly, what laſhes yo would have cenſu- 
red me worthy, thould I have dealt ſo with 
you. Take an [nſtance of your Spirit and Cha- 
+ity,upon a far /e{5 occaſion given you,as you 


conceive, in my Book; when, upon a Mſn | 


formatitn at moſt; I only Asked a 'Queſtion, in 
'a matter of no great moment, viz. Whether 
the Presbyterians did not heretofore refuſe the 
Comprehenſion, becauſe they could tot have it 
without a general Toleration ? See, how you 
flze upon me, with all fury, and ſay, p.62,63, 
64. This bath ns bounds, and it grieveth mie to 
-read it. O Poſterity ! How will you know what 
zo believe ? you ſhould rot by DuefHon, bave 
'pented ſuch a falſheod. And yet, notwith- 
ſtanding all this vehemence, in the next p 
ges, you ſeem your ſelf to intimate; in m 

weak opinion, grounds ſufficient for the R#- 
wort 
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mour and Suſpition , ind conſequently. the 
aeſtion + ButI am not obſtinate 1h my own 


' & Defence, leaving my Queſtion and your Cen- 


ſure upon it, with your Diſcourſe and Cop- 
ceſſion about it , to the mercy of th®'Reader 


| who will jadge betwixt us , whetlicr we wil 


or nor, 


However, thanks be to God, ( tliough b | 


| Your chargino me to have written things,” 


that I have not written , : contrary to plaid 
Truth and Juſtice, you have given me far 
greater provocation ) yet , I ſay, tlianks be 
to God, you have not tempred me to turti 
your own words upon you ,* and to ſay ro you, 
as you do tome , [ Repent of ſuch Calummies, 


; and ffudy not to aggravate your nn EXCN- 


ſes -- we lament bu want of common ſerice or 
modeſty--- what 'dea'ing us to be expetted from 
ſuch men--- with what forehead--- is this Fins 
mility. or miniſterial Fidelity , to begin your 
Book with ſo dire 3n untruth, and to ftand 
toit, and repeat it ſo often in the face of the 
World? 

| Lord! what have I ever ſaid or dont in 
order to the ſilencing of Non conformi/ts , as 
you frequently ſeem to charge me? yea, what 
have I nor done or aid, as I was able and had 
any opportunity , that their mouths might be 
opentd ? the World knows my ſ:veral pab- 
lick, endeavors to that purpoſe ; I do not ſay 
| (S my 


- at {| i 11 ny (if: IW4411h | 
my filly Arguments , (as you meeckely call 
them) but, perhaps, my Mediation (as ſorne 

erſons will more ingeniouſty acknowledge) 3 
gt the peaccable Non-conformifts, from the 

| Kings Rgturn to the day of the Indulgence, 

and ſince too, hath not been altogether in- 

effetual, and perhaps confidering all that 

hath becn too muck, and my Superiors have * _ 
been very candid if they have not thought 

| it troubleſome. * * *T, . 

| ' I muſt take the boldneſs to add, that were; * 

1 T conſcious to my ſelf, that any thing I ever, © 

ſaid or did, hath been ſo great a Remors| "* 

in the way of accommodation betwixt non-| 
conformity and the' Church of England, as' 
1 the boiſterous reaſonimgs and defires of ſome 
of men, I fear I fhould carry it with ſorrow 19! © 
| my grave: If I err in this cexſkre, 1 beg the of 
patdon both of God and rhe, ' Fo 
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CHAP. IV. 


'Tis not fair to charge Conſequences for De- 
Grines , much leſs to ſay , the Conſequence us 
aſſerted ,, let the Anſwerer be Fudge. Mr. 
Baxter was n0t abuſed, 


19 mT 


Obſerved, that you charged me wntraly 
with diſſwading.you to deſert your Office, 
and have cauſe to fear, you will make ex- 
cuſes your ſelf, although you will not afow 
it in others; and I cannot but expect. you 
will ſay thx, or to this effeft ; That though 
I do not aflert in plain terms, or in words 
tha» will admit or bear that ſence, yet the 
conſequence of my Diſcourſe, is to take you 
of from Preaching , while I would diſſwade 

ou from Gatherizg-Churches, | 
For I find, after I have read long in your 
Book , and even towards the later end of it, 
you have patience thus far to explain your 
ſelf, Becauſe , = you, p. 57. I would prove 
your ſeparation {inful, I would therefore 
prove your preaching ſinful. Again, p. 59. if 
God ſay,preach, and the Law ſay, preach nor 1 
Temples; we may conclude, we wut preach 
out of the Temples. And becauſe I ſpeak 
againſt ereiting Separated Congregations to. 
your ſelves, you ſay, p.70. I mean is 5 ſi 
”m ys to exerciſe your Ainftery : 5. e, you 
CG meany 
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mean, this is the conſequence of what I ſay 
againft your ſeparation : For, can we preach, 
as you add, without Auditors? and can 
theſe Auditors be no Congrevation ? 

Thus you do, ( pardon me if) I think, 
not very accuratly mend the matter , nor very 
intelligibly explain your meaning, But , Ire- 
meinber, you told me, p 33. the Presbjte- 
1141s db not love confuſion : And alſo p. 4. that 
you are no Presbyterian. 

But, my Brother, I muſt needs mind you, 
that whether this conſequence be ſtrong or 
not, I am ſure the extu/e is weak, and un- 
warrantable by the Laws of all ſober diſpu- 
tation. 

x. For admit the conſequence to be far 


and ju#, your dealing with me is neither, ' 


when you charge me with an aſſertion which 
only follows, or may be drawn from my 
propoſition, It is not allowable to ſay the con. 
ſequent of my opinion is my opinion , and that 
I hold it: much leſs hath it any colour of 
candor ot juſtice, to ſay, I aſſert it , and wain- 
zatn it. How then can you anſwer me, or 
give me ſatisfattion, for ſaying , firft, that 
that which your ſelf hath argued from my 
propofition , is my propoſition; and then write 
& book, againſt we for it. 


' This is not too like a favorable Diſputant, 
were the conſequence wit obyiew and ims 
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mediate; Whereas in the caſe in hand, *tis 
neither ſo, nor fo; but contrarily,very doubtful, 
obſcure, and remote, your ſelf being Judge. 

The Queſtion here is, Whether I cannat 
write againſt garhering Churches out of our 
Churches, and yet not exhorrt you to deſert 
gour Miniſtery ? You hold it in the Negative. 
Now, to fill up the vasances of your former 
uneven Argument, to make it good, there is 
necd of the $kill of a learned Propsſitioneſt to 
Work thts. 

You muſt preach; you may ot preach in 
the Temples, therefore you muſt preach ſome- 
where el/e : Here's the place provided, but 
where are the People ? Let's try again, if 
you -4# preach, you mult have people to 
hear you : there are none to be had, but ſuch 
as belong to our Churches; therefore you 
muſt gather Churches out of our Churches ; 
theretore I that exlort you got to gather 
Chwrches out of our Churches, exhort you to 
deſert your Office and Miniſtery ; and there- 
fore, by defending your Office, you anſwer 
my Book of Toleration not to be abuſed , by 
gathering Churches out of Churches. 

Thus ſtrangers greet, and both ends are 
at length brought tegether ; but their firm 
friendſhip depends upon the ſtrength of this 
golden Chain , or Rope of Sand, which may 
come to be tried anon. 

C ; In 
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In the mean time let us change the Scene, 
and then make judgement of thi way of ar- 
guing, your ſelf. 
Suppoſe I ſhould write a Book ,, and in- 
title it, Sedition Rebuked; and call this a Re- 
ply to your Anſwer : taking it for granted, 


} 


that every one would ſee the conſequence as ' 


well as my ſelf; and thereupon, at every turn, 
I ſhould charge you with the Defence of Se- 
dition, and labor againſt you to prove Se- 
dition a le ; meaning all this while, (though 
never obſerving any ſuch thing , when I pur- 
poſely and largely, with about threeſcore Pro 
poſerions endeavor de induſtria ta ſtate. the 

aeſtion ) that Sedition lies at the botrom, and 
im the conſequence and tail of your Diſcourſe 
tbus ; in many places you intimate, the 
Praest 18 zntollerable ; and there, whether the 
People will endeavor regularly to remove 
him or not, you exhort them to ds/owr and 
forſake him, and the place by Law appointed 
for Publick Worſhip, and to gather them: 
ſelves into axather Church , under another 
(Non-conforming) A4nifter : This is to ex: 
hort the People to begin a publick, Reforwa 


w 


2:01 without their Governors ; this is Sedition,) 


or the way to Sedztion , to ſay no worſe; and 
this will therefore juſtifie my manner of wri- 
ting againſt you, and my frequent charging 


ſeaition, and the defence of ſedirjon upon you., 


Pray 
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Pray be ingenuous , how would youdike 


f a- 4 this way of arguing? Whether the canſe- 


d in- 
a Re- 
anted, 


ce as 


turn, 


f- Se- 


quence be grxe or falſe , you will not ſay this 
is fair dealing; you would ſay you ere 
highly injured, I am ſure you would, > + + 
” And now I am come fonear it, I will pre- 
ſent you with ſuch an inſtance in your Book), 
that will ts the purpoſe- co:ivince. you at 
once , both of your ngenuity in-this-wiy of 
arzuing, end of the cenſure you give me, 
upon a falſe ſuppoſition , that T had abuſed my 
worthy Friend Dr. Baxter, in effirmning, that 
he had ſaid ſomething that he never ſaid.” Tis 
thus : | 


You tell me, p. 48. that Baxter (as you 


> familiarly call him) rakgrh'himſelf to be abuſed 


by my Alleoations , & provoketh' me to' cite 

of ht words which are a7 ain Non-conformiiſts 

preaching as they have opportunity ; and ſome- 

what ſharply mind me , that he and Mr. Bak 

underſtand themſelves better then I do them." 
Now, who would not hence contlude ; that 

I had faid, that that reverend Perſon had 


written.againſt Non-conformiſts preathing , 4s 


they have opportunity. But- where have 1 ſaid 
lo, or any thing to that purpoſe ?-I-know 
your civility and veracity will engage you fo 
ſhew it ; therefore you refer your Reader to 
p 16, of my Book; There, indeed, I find the 
place which you mean , but not one tittle of 
; C 4 the 


* 


24 Non Confomnnifts New- 
the words or thing you ſay. My words there 
aretheſe; Particularly the Arguments of Mr, 
Baxter ad Mr. Crotton , for communion with , 
eur Parechial Congregations are ſtill the ſame, 
&11d ought ta be anſwered , before you begin your 
work_ of Separation, and think, of building new 
any Fynag oruer. | 
But 1s tbi to ſay, that Mr. Baxter hath 
written 474i} Non-conformiſts preaching a 
theyhave opportunity ? Yet if Mr. Baxter hath 
6 writ nothing againſt Non- 
—N_ Conn. Conformiſts Preaching , 
m0 of” cainſt which I never ſaid; Mr, 
Bagſhaw. "  Saxter hath wiitten Argu- 
| ments for Communion with 
#ur Parochzal Congregations , which 1 did ſay, 
end. f;{ maintain © cd tithes Mr. SY p 
no your ſelf will deny it, except in Drollery. 
And pray tell me , what reaſon hath that 
learned and peaceable man to hold himſelf 
ebuſed by me, for commending his Argu- 
ments, to be conſidered by ſuch as he in- 
tended them for? did he not publiſh them 
that they might be conſidered ? or hath he 
chang'd his mind , and thinks them now in- 
conſiderable himſelf ? or more an'caſonable ) 
now, then when he wrote them ? | 
I think worthily of that reverend Author, 
but, Sir, what you can ſay for your ſelf, | 
know not : You ought, if I might be Judge, , 
* | 22 rit 


\rgU- 
with 


4 (a), l 


axter 
Y). 
6 
nſelf 
\rgu- 
e 1n- 
hem 
h he 
p 111- 


abli | 


hor, 


f, 1 
ge, 
wr it 


Chnrches Sinful, . 25 


forit fatisfie the World that I have net ab»ſed 


Mr. Baxter, and they , to acknowledge the 

Abuſe you have put upon Jour ſelf and Mr. 

Baxter , upon we and the Reader, and the 
lain truth. 

If the cenſure ſeem rivorow, judge Your 
ſelf, and mrrripate it , if you find cauſe z but 
conſider , that you your ſelf intimate, that 
Mr. Baxter never wrote any thing againſt 
their preaching ; and yet you know, thathe 
hath written much , and that lately too, for 
communion with our Parochial Congregation: : 
the thing I aftirmed. But ths way of Rea- 
ſoning, and undue accuſatioa , is ſo familiar 
a thing in the Book before m2, that, I fear, 
I have abuſed my Readers ſomach, by ſtay- 
ing himſclf ſo long upon ozevr ewe particulars 
of ſo groſs a nature. | 

I conteſs, it is as /awfz as 'tis uſual, to con- 
fute a propoſition trom the ill conſequences 
and inconveniences of it; but this is one 
thino : and to ſet wp the ill conſequence as the 
Dodtrine of the Adverſary, and under that 
form to diſpute and write 4 Book agrinſt it, 
eſpecially without ſhewing the zeceſſity , if 
not the ob viowſne' and smmeazateneſs of ſuch 
conſequence , in the farting of the Queſtion z 
all which you very skilfully think not fit to 
do: this I am bold to ſay, is another thing ; 
and /xch a thing as ought never to plead 77. 

dulrence 
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dulgenceor Toleration , eſpecially in a grave 
and grown, and praitiſed Diſputant, 
However, two things ought always to be 
remembred', that incommoduns non ſolvit Ar- 
gumentum; and if any good may come out of 
evil, yet we muſt not do evil that ſuch good 
way come. 'Tis a good thing for any one to pro- 
vide for his Family , yet 1 may not ſteal that 
I may provide for my Family : nor thus ar- 
gue , I mu#F provide for my Family , I cannot 
do it except [ ſteal; therefore I muZt ſteal, or 
thus I uſt preach; I cannot preach but I 
mult gather a Church out of my Neighbors 
Congregation; therefore I muſt. gather 4 
Church, &c. though I before obſerved, there 
are ſome that call that ſtealing ; and that not 
only from my Neighbor, but Ged himſelf. 
But more of this azern ; in the mean time 
let it only remembred , that if you may not 
preach in the Temples , as you acknowledg ; 
and if you cannot preach 1n other places , as 
you more then intimate, without gathering 
Churches, &c. and if this be found ſtealing 
and unlawful , and therefore it follow , that 
without conforming you cannot lawfully exer- 
ciſe your gift of preaching , I cannot help 


. © 


However, at preſent, I have a mind to 
relieve you, by doing you the kindneſs to 
queſtion the conjequence of your Argument ; 
and 
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and .that I may alfo relieve the Reader, and 
give him ſpace to breathe a little , this ſhall 
be the matter of another Chapter. 


 —— 


CHAP. V. 


The coxſeqnence of deſerting their Office from 
their not gathering , diſproved as not good 
either according to the Authors Principles, 
or the Anſwerers , or the nature of thing it 


. ſelf. 


Hope, by this time, you perceive you 
have not dealt like a very fair Diſpu- 


| tant, in framing a propoſition your ſelf , and 


then publiſhing it to the World as mine , and 
as afſerted and defended by my Book; and ac- 
cordingly laboring to demoliſh it in the de- 
ſ;gn end ſcope of your Anfiver , although 
that propoſition had been the neceſſary, plain, 
and immediate conſequence of what 1 had 
affirmed or denied. 

But what ſhall I ſay if it indeed appear 
otherwiſe, and if that which you 5mpcſe upon 
me, and ſo zealouſly oppoſe in me ; be not, in 
any ſenſe , the conſequence of what I hai ſaid, 


cither immediately or remotely , plainly or ob- 
ſeurely, or any way neceſſarily. Ani that 
though I do afſert , that it is unlawfu! for you 
to 
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to gather new Churches , it will not follow , Ci- 
ther from my principles, or from the nature 
and truth of the thing, or from your own prin- 
ciples , that I muſt zeeds hold it to be «ulaw- 
ful for you to exerciſe your Miniſtery ; or 
would perſwade you to deſert your Office , let 
each be examined. 

1. To make your charge againſt me ay way 
tolerable, you ſhould make it appear at leaſt, 
from my principles , which is not poſſible for 
you te do: for, though I judge it unlawful 
for you to gather new Churches to preach un- 
to, I hold it equally unlawful for you to de- 
ſert your Office : 'Tis my plain opinion , you 
ought rather then exther of theſe, to attend 
upon the Miniſtery of the Temples; and in 
order thereunto to conforms : and be it known 
unto you, if you knew it not before, that 1 
am much of Mr. Fulwood's mind, who in 
three Books, publiſhed by him to that pur- 
poſe, hath endeavored to convince you, that 
this is bis judgement, and that your duty. 

Now , unleſs an endeavor to perſwade 
you net to deſert your Office, be to exhort 
you to deſert your Office ;, yea, unleſs I had 
declared, that I believe there is zo better, or 
no other way , for you to ſerve your Aini- 

fer: , then by gathering Churches , how can 
you affirm with honour to your wit and inge- 
ity, p. $7. that by diſſwading you _ 
C 


» 
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the latter , I exhort to deſert the former. 

2, Neither doth it follow from the mature 
and truth of the thing ; there is no ſuch z- 
diſſoluble connexion betwixt theſe two Pro- 
politions, that from my afferting one of them, 
you ſhould boldly charge me with the 0- 
ther. 

I do fay, you may not gather Churches ; I 
do not therefore ſay, you may not preach: - 
or, if I did ſay that 5 ſtats quo you may not 
preach; I- do not ſay , you may not change 
your ftate, as before , and then preach; Ido 
not ſay, the King may not oper: the door of the 
Temple to you , that you might preach rhere ; 
or it I had ſaid all this, yet I had not ſaid, 
you ſhould deſert your Office; for 20s to 
preach is one thing , and to deſert your Office 
1s another. | 

| For no man may ſay, that a Miniſter de- 
ſerts kis Office, who living in a place of Chrs- 
ſtian Government , and hath no rile , but fin- 
ccrely deſires it, though he do attxally preach, 
without publick licence , or the /eave of a 
particular Paſtor; and he that acknowledg- 
cth any thing of Government, cannot be ſober 
and believe that his Office obligeth him to 
20 into Houſes for want of a Temple ; and 
there endeavor to draw the people from the 
publick, worfhip, without the /eave of their 
faithful Paſtor ; and that too, jult at the r9mes 
appoimged 
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appointed for the publick, worſhip , as the c«- 
ftome generally is , notwithſtanding your ex- 
ample and Edits to the contrary , and this, 
forſooth, becauſe he muſt preach. 

Yea, once more, admit that a lawfully o; s 
dained Miniſter rightfully zndutted into his 
cure, ſhould be ſuſpended, juſtly or unjuſtly, 
by a lawful Authority ; (and I think this may 
venture to comprehend ſomerhing of our 


' 


preſent caſe: ) will any rule of good Policy, ' 


or regular Reaſon, allow this Miniſter to 
preach within the bounds of that Authority 
that /ilenc'd him , before ſuch Authority is 
ſattsfied, cither for the offence, or of the 5nn- 
cency of the Perſon, and the unwarrantable- 
zeſs.of the ſentence, 

Neither can I ſee (pardon my dulneſs) 
how any Government can be ſecured. from the 
danger of General Confuſion, that ſhall ſuf. 
fer this Principle [ we mu#t preach ] to bear 
it down. I wiſh heartily I may be found 
wiftaken in this at laſt ; . however , I am ſure, 
if perſons thus ſuſpended ſhall ( during their 
ſuſpenſion ) forbear to preach, at leaſt till 
the 5nnocency of their Cauſe, and the unjult- 
ne of their ſilencing þe very clear and un- 
doubted , generally to perſons unconcerned , 
they do not by their obedrence and unvolun- 
tary filence deſert their Office , though they 
be yet in the poſſeſſion of their Cures : their 

El noe 
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not-altual preaching in obedience to Autho- 
rity, deſerves a better name then a ſacrile= 

ious deſertion of the Holy Mimiſtery ; much 
Teſs if Miniſters have no Cures of their own, 
may they be charged with deſerring their 
Office, becauſe they gather not our people 
from our T emple-worſhip, that they may have 
Auditors to preach unto, though withont ſo 
doing they could not preach. 

3. Let us now , laſtly , try the ftrength of 
ths conſequence by your own principle diſ- 
covered to us by your conceſſions and pur- 
poſes in your Book ; but more eſpecially, in 
your advice given to the Non-conformiſts. : 

In p. 92. you fay, In Pariſhes where all may 
bear the Parsſh- Minifter, I would not have you 
(Non-conformiſts) without neceſſity preach at 
the” ſame hour of the day, but at ſome middle 
time, that you may net ſeem to vie with hin o- 
Auditors, nor to draw the People from him ; but 
let them go with you to hear him, and after come 
and bear you. 1 do acknowledge that in 0s 
ther places , though you omit it here, you 
provide that the Minifter of the Pariſh be 


Prin , truly endeavoring the ſalvation of his 


I am not here to urge, or infiſt upon the 
Enconveniencies of ſuch a praftice; and if the 
Non-confermsft be an humble, diſcreet , and 
good man, for my part1 ſhould not much 


fear 


'V; 
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Church, but a furtherance, if well managed, 
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fear them; but my buſineſs is to collect from 


this Advice of yours, that yox your ſelf can 
hardly believe, that deſerrino your Office, 
doth neceſſarily follow the not gathering of 
Churches; and that not only in wine , but in 
the common and uſual unJerſtanding of the 
forms. 

For thus, as you well obſerve, the Non- 
conformiſt would but hold a Chappel meeting 
under, and be ſubſervient in his work to 
the Pariſh - Ffinifter, and ſuch preaching 
would in ne ordinary conſtruction be termed 
Schiſm , or a Hm Church out of , or 

eſs in oppoſition to the Pariſh- 


to the common intereſt aiid concern of it; as 
the office of a School-maſter in Catechi/ing the 
yonger ſort upon the week-days. 

And could we find that tþzs cauſe had been 
indeed taken upon the foreſaid conditions , as 


you adviſe , we ſhould not have thought we 


had not had much reaſon to endeavour to 
revent the Abuſe of Toleration by the Pref. 
erians, or to complain as we do, _ ; 
But 'tis ſad to obſerve their prattice quite 
contrary, generally ſo far as we can learn, and 


particularly in the populous City where I 


dwell, that are moſt convexzent!y ordered into. 
Pariſhes , and the beſt provided of faithful 


Miniſters , for to /ach places the Non cor: 


formifts 


Churches S{iful* 


formiſts getterally reſort, and ſet up their 
meetings in direct oppoſition to the Paro-- 
chial Churches , at the ſame time with the 
pubkck Worſhip; not endeavoring, in the 
leaſt, any communion with it , orthe Pariſh- 
Miniſter; but to as much diſcouragement 
of him as poſhbly they can. | 

And in thoſe other places, where they have 
ſet np their Meetings, ( there are but few 
that think it convenient to venture in the 
Country Pariſhes) they take the ſame courſe 
without any regard to the diſtinCtion © 
falthful and unfaithful Miniſters ; and this is 
the thing we call Schiſm and finful ſepara- 
tion, and unlawful gathering of Churches 
out of Churches, and cannot ſee how you 
can believe that the neceſſicy of your Office 
can juſtifie ſuch dividing practices, who ſeem 
to deteſt them. 

Yea, if ſuch as bear the name and licence 
of Presbyterian-Miniſters , would follow yow 
advice , and only gataer remporary Aſſemblies 
( waiting for a fixed better ſtate, as you 
fpeak) in London, and in ſome Country Pa- 
riſhes, where the Miniſters are snrollerable, 
till they are better provided for , though per- 
haps we juſtly differ from -you about the 
unmber of intollerable Miniſters , and muſt 
in reaſon judge , that your firff endeavors 
ſhould try to have ſuch Miniſters remov'd; 
yet, 
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yet, I conceive, we ſhould not have ſo great | 


cauſe of lamentation , as now is too too no- | 
toriouſly given us, by tke unreaſonable cax- 


ſers of our Doviſions. 


Sir, give me leave to ſay and believe, up- 
on the obſervation of the peaceable Princs- 
es, I find now and then hizted , even in the 
midf of your heat againſt me , in your Book, 
that did you rightly apprehend how matter; 
are carried by theſe Church-gatherers for the 
dividing, diſſipating, and as mnch as in 
them lies, deſtroying our Parochial Churches, 
you would return to 6a thoughts, and 
no longer oppoſe, but ſecond me. 


[AP 
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CHAP. VI. 


The Queition 3s firſt ſtated, not unintellg ible x 
Now again clear d and free d from bis 
Exceptions. E: 


Y Ou now perceive that the main of your 

Book is anſwered, by demonſtrating 
how little it is to the purpoſe, to ſay as 
worſe : and thus you ſec, what trouble you 
put me to, to anſwer Nothing. p.40. | 

But Soft, Sir, What if enough be found 
beſides, and, ox the by, to Confute you? per- 
baps, there is nothing in your Book, at leafty 
your Anſwerer might think ſo, /aſficient to 
provoke ſo-great & Man,to ſet his wit directly 
agaiaſt you. If it be ſo, I acsepe his mercy; 
for then, the JZatch being the more equal, I 
do the better conceive a Confidence to defend 
my ſelf: and, at/aft, to the point. 

In the Srate of my Queſtion, I firſt ſuppo- 
ſed, that the Presbyrerians would not joyn with 
the Independents : but, therein, my Anſwor- 
er intimates, p. 28, I was miſtaken; forit is 
an Article of his Fasth ( ſo far as faith is con- 


cerned in the point) that the Presbyreriant 


wull joyn with (their now friends) the Indepene 
dents, not as a Seft, &c, Yea, p.29. that they 


. will jon with the Set ( as hes pleafed to hos 
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nour vs) of the Duceſan PrelatiFts, in the | 


Pariſh Churches alſo. . O the Charity of Preſ- 
byteriens ! and the length of their Armer, 


that can embrace perſons at ſo great a dis | 


ance! But pray, Sir, what do you mean, by 
Joyning with the Independents ? Will you, in- 
deed, joyn with them in their Congregations? 
If this be not your meaning, you are again 
upon the point of l:ztle ro the purpoſe. But if it 
be,and yet you will joyn with them as a Set, 
=_ Tudgment is as deep, as your affeition is 
oad. 

But to proceed, upon that miſtake, my 
Queſtion was ſhortned to this purpoſe; Whe- 
ther the Presbyterians, as things now ſtand, 
ought in Coxſcience or Prudence, to Set up 
for Themſelves, or to Worſbip God with the reſt 
of their Nexghbours, in their ſeveral, proper 
Parochial-Congregations ? 

What I meant by their Serting up for them- 
ſelves, was plained in the very Qneſtion, as 
was 7uft before propoſed : viz. A refuſing our 
Communion and a gathering themſelves into di- 
ftintt and ſeparate Churches. 

Now, rather, than I will run in a azz, 
or venture my ſelf in an Ocean of Tempeſts 
ous P ropeſitions my Anſwerer ſhall parden 
me, if I Appeal to the Reader, whether my 
Queſtion was not intelligible without them. 

For what man. is ſv ignorant ( unleſs his 

| Know- 
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Knowledg hath confounded and Shipwrack'd 
his Reaſor?) as not to know, who'l mean by 
Pre:byterians? p45. Yea, who would not 
ſuſpect the perſon guiley. that, when he is In- 
dited fic-, and plazes leaſt 3n fight, or ſo diſ- 
guiſeth him, 2s he cannot be kzown: or when 
his fi 5ends return (as our Author for the 
Presbyterians ) a Non invents. But he and 
the world muft know, that the Presbyrerians 
like non of his excuſes or ſubterfuges. They 
cannot ſo calily deny themſelves ; and me- 
thinks, he ſhould not deny his Brethres : they 
apply themſelves under that Name to the 
King for Lieences, as our Author acknow- 
ledgeth ; and yet he more then Intimates 
they arc not, at leaſt moſt of them, are nor, 
what they .tell the King they are. And then 
what doth he make them, if they arenot 
Presbyterians ? But let him be anfwered, that 
ſuch as dexy-themſelves to be Independents, 
or Anabapriſts, or Quakers, or Papiſts, and 
fcruple and wnce ther Conformity with us, ; 
whether they be Lazy or Clergy, will be ca*- 


led Presbyterians whether he will or no: and 


ſach, he could not but know, I, eſpecially 
meant, 

2. Who knows not what I mean, by our 
Parochial Churches or Congregaticus? andwho 
knows not,too well,what is to be underſtood 
by Gathering-Churches, by the former practi. 

x in ces 
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Ces of the Independents ;, but more eſpecially, | 
by theſe Presbjteriens, ſince the Indulgence ? | 


But, to talk of gathering Churches, and yet, 


of holding Communion with xs, is a 7uggle, | 


unworthy our Axthoy : who either doth, or 
ſhould know; that it is proteſtatio contra f4- 
nm & queſtionem. | mean, 'tis generally ſo. 

I "os as you cannot = = __ in the 

ueſtion as propeſed, and as ſtated, and as pro- 

= ſet fat rm of Churches in as 
to our Parochial Congregations. And what 
you ſay to any thing elſe, is not to the paznr, 
And the general prattice of Church-gatherers, 
too well ſatisfies the world what they intend; 
and alſo that the Queſtion was rightly pro- 
pounded, and clearly ſtated to any unbyeſ- 
ſed and unprejudiced Reader, what ever you 
wP to confound it, and{with your wonted E- 
laborateneſs to render it unintelligible, þ. 49. 
and then complain that it is ſo. 

But the Learning of ſome men, is not ll 
compared to a Pedlars Pack; though, not ſo 
much, for that there are wary things that are 
d:fficult to be found ; but rather, becauſe, if 
they look for qny thins, every thing comes to 
band. 

But this be far from our Auther; to whom 
we muft now kearken dilligently. He firſt 
ſets down my Queſtion verey honeſtly and 
entirely ; p. 26, 27. then he nibles alittle at i 

| 09 an 
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and at length, bites: and tells the World, 
that I joyn ewo queſtions in ene, which we muſt 
Jook.to have a;ſtinftly Anſwered. 

But what thoſe ewo queſtions are, and 
where they are diſtinctly anſwered I have 
look't, and find not, Would he not ſpeak 
diſtinity to them becauſe he hates Divs/rons? 
or was 1t his prudeace to leave out Conſcience? 
for he hath told vs, p. 21, that te decide this 
caſe is 3 work, of weer Chriſtian Prudence : but 
where is Conſcience taca ? Excluded ? by 
what Law ? that ſhali be trieg anon, 

For I ihall ow addreſs my ſelf in earne#F 
to review te whole Q:1cſtion : not in rwo on- 
ly, Þut in the ſeveral Caſes depending upon 
it, A jult examin whereof, will give me gc- 
ca.ion ufficient to conſider, all that he hath 
ſaid to the purpeſe againſt me, as I find it ſcat- 
tered up and dewr his Book, 


CHAP, VII. 


Gathering-Churches charged with Schifm 
from the Church of England, and proved to be 
ſo from the Definition of this Church. Where- 
;n he is told what the Church of England, 
and Schiſm from it 45. 


——————— 


6 2 He General Queſtion betwixt us is this; 


Whether it be Lawful for the Prerbyte- 
D 4 Y5aus 
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'rians to refuſe Communion whh our Pariſh | 
Churches, and to gather themſelves into Diſtinit | 


and Separate Churches. 


And upon a Serious review of it, and Conſi. 


deration of all that the Anſwerer hath ſaid a- 
gainſt me, and my Dsfconrſ upon it; I do 


renew my Charge ; and poſlitively affirm, | 
that it is Unlawful; and as it is generally pra- | 


Ctiſed, 'tis 4 great and dangerous Schiſm both 
againft'the Church of England, and Particu- 
lar Churches : "tis a Schiſm in its own patwre, 
and ſinful in it Self. *Tis a Schiſm in the 
Judgment of the old Nonconformiſts called 
Puritans; and alſo in the Zudgment of the 
Presbyterians before 1660. and laſtly, that 
both in Conſcience and Prudence it ought at 
preſent to be avoided, or deſerted, by all ſuch, 
eſpecially, as are called Presbyrerians. And all 
this, in in its ſeveral parts, and in their order, 
as here ſet down, I undertake to make good. 

1. Thus to Separate and to Gather Chur- 
ches is a Schiſm, with reſpeCt to the Church 
of England. Now , as Dwvines ſpeak of a 
Schiſm #2]3 Chureh, and a Shiſm from a 
Church ; ſo ina diverſe reſpeR, this practice 


is guilty of both. For if you conſider” the ' 


Church of England, as particular Organszed 
Church, 'tis a Schiſm from : but if, as part 
of the Univerſal Viſible Church only, as the 
Noenconformifts.uſe to term it,then 'tis Schiſm 
nh | It 


Parifh | 
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| Itis a Shiſm from the Church of England 
as ſuch; by dividins from its Governonrs, 
Adembers, Worſhip and Aſſemblies :as I more 
than Intimated in my Eook, p. 8. and this 
ouzht to have been diſtinftly obſerved at 
leaſt, by my Anſwerer : but inſtead thereof, 
how he ſtumbles and blunders ! looking care- 
fuly and making great Outcries after thar, 
which I laid juſt before him, 

You charge vs, ſaith he, p.37. with Schiſn 
from the Church of England. Again; p. 38. 
Tell us what you mean by Schiſm from the 
Church of England. Again; p. 35. Wearetold 
of Schiſm from the Church of England ; as if 
it were a Monſtrous and unheard of thing : 
and then puzzles, pittyfully puzzles himſelf 
and his Reader, in an impertinent purſuit of 
the Head of the Church of England: as if 
without a Certain and sfallible knowledge 
of that, there could be no ſuch thing as a 
Church of England, or Schiſm from it. Wea- 
rying himſelf, for five or ſix pages, at his 
old game, of nothing to the purpoſe. 

But, methinks, he labours with a very ve- 
hement defire after this great trath;and could 
he be ſure to have it, he will not ſay how 
much Aoney, as well as Pains, he would give 
for it : yea he roundly offers me ( how con- 
liſtent with his gravity T do not obſerve ) but 
te roundly offers mc all the ſoney ip 014 Purſe 
fo 
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to anaky him underſtand but what the Church of | \ 


England z, p. 35. 

Well, if you will promiſe me to be humble 
and zeacbable , and that you are not rooold to 
learn ; though I have no mind to your more, 
I will ſhew my readineſs,and charity at leait, 
to relieve you in ſo great a Sprezoht, though 
my 7«doment may fail, and my Definition be 
as deſpicable as my fly Arguments. 

The Church of England, is a Community, 


Conſiſting of profeſſed Chriſtians, United in the | 


ſame Government, Doltrine and Worſhip : ac- 
cording to the 39. Articles, and Homilies :5 Her 
Litnrgy, and Canons and Laws; and divided 
imo Parochial Aſſemblies, for the more conveni- 
ent Worſhipping of God. 

Might ſuch a Notion of the Church of Eng. 
land have ſuperceded all his Fineſſes of Wit 
and Ds/tinit:ons about the Conſtitutive Eccle- 


fiaſtical Head, as he ſpeaks, ( how learnedh | 


| 


| 
, 
£ 


: 


) 


. 
, 


 Teave to his Friend Mr. Bagſhaw ) I think 


his labovr might have been well enough ſpa- 


—— 


red : For he may Conſider we are Vnzxcd in | 


the ſame Government, and the Pars Regens, 
is the ox/y part he himſelf requires to be ad- 
ded to the Pars Subdita to Conſtitute a 
Eburch Organiz'd,in a proper political ſence. 
p.38. Now you will not deny, ezthey of theſe 
Parts; and conſequently, you have found 
the whole of the Church of Englond, as you 
ſay, 
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ay, Organiz'd in a proper political Sence. 
And, it hence follows, that 'tis material to 
our point, to determine certainly, what is 
the Eccleſiaſtical Head of this Church : whe- 
ther, we that are Members of it, are all ans 
tedin the King as Perſona mixta Cum Sacer- 
dite, and not meerly a Civil head as you in- 
ſinuate; he being Swpream in all Cauſes and 0- 
ger all Perſons as well Eccleſiaſtical as Coil, 
Or whether,any think it morc proper to Ra- 
dicate this Union in his Grace of Canterbuzy, 
as Primate over all England: or whether in 
both the Arch- Biſhops who hold Communion 
in the ſame Dottrine, Worſhip and Laws : and 
in whom, both the Provinces are United :' or 
laſtly, whether we are not rather United in 
allthe Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church of 


England, as the Pars Regens ; and our Go- 
vernment in the Chu=cb, conſidered purely . 
and abſtractly from the Czvil Government, - 


be not rather an Artſtocracy than a Afonarchy. 
Whether his, or the other be the true; to 
know it is not neceſſary, nor of any ule, that I 
can perceive in the preſent Controverſy, 


But it is a certain Yamiy, to ſay ; becauſe - 


I cannot find the Head, I will deny the Body, 
though I muſt withal deny my own Senſes. 
Becauſe you cannot know certainly, who 
was your Father, will you deav your forber 
which is the ſurer ide? | 

| | There 


+ het 
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There is a Church of Englynd, and what it 
iS I have endeavoured to ſhew : and by the 
Nature of it, we may more eaſily conclude F 
what Schiſm from it, is ; and who are gui. 
ry of this ; whether ſuch as Scparate and Ge| | 
ther Churches or not, p 
| 


-_ 


—— — — 


CHAP. VIII, | 


What Schiſm from the Church of England «| | 
and whether gathering of Churches, 4! - 
now is prattiſed, be not guilty of ix. + 


1. XX.7 Hat is Schiſm from the Church 
w Enyland ? =. it is not a _ 
its Doftrine , or holding any thing contrary | 
thereunto; he that hoiderh, ' 
perver ſum Dogma only, is an Ad Tit, cap. z, 
Hevetickh,, no Schiſmatick,, as 
St. Hieroms teacheth. ' 
Mr. Newcomen, a learned Presbyterian, as | 
I obſerved in my laſt, lets the Separarifts | 
know , that their agreeing with ws and the 
Reformed Churches in Dottrines that are 
Fundamental, their holding ove Head and 
one Faith, doth not excuſe them from being 
guilty of breach of unity, ſo long as they hold 
not one Bedy, one Baptiſm. For 
he cites Beza, another learned Annorat, in 
Presbyterian, So that you may 1 Cr.1.10. 
| be 


\ 
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be willing to ſubſcribe to the 39, Arricles, 
and yet be Schiſmaticks from the Church of 
England. | | 

It remains therefore, that ſuch Schiſms re- . 
lates to the ether Bands of our a0n and 
fellowſhip with this Church; to wit, her 
Government and Worſhip , and conſcquent t0 


| thelatter, her 2fembers and Aſſemblies. 


Thus you ſee we muſt return to our 

determination ; that Schiſm from the Church 
of England , « 4 /inful dividing from , or a diſ* 
ſolving our union and communion with her in 
her Governors and Members, Worſhip or Aſ- 
ſemblies. This is the leaſ# that we mean by 
Schiſm from the Church of England; and is 
called Separation or Schilm negative; which, 
is made poſitive, and more formally ſuch, 
when thoſe that have ſo ſeparated, ſet up 
their Altar againſt hers, and erect other Con- 
gregations in oppoſition to hers. 

The Schiſmatick, by Dr. Ha- Of Schiſm. 
moxd out of /gnatius,is deſcribed Epift, 40. 
to be Filius impius , &£c. An impious Son, 
which baving contemned the Biſhops , and for. 
ſaken the Prieſts of God, dares conſtitute ane- 
ther Altar. And again Epiſt. 57. the Schiſ- 
maticks are they , that having left their Biſhop, 
ſer up for themſelves abroad another falſe Biſhop; 
and all their adherents are involved in the ſame 
guilt, who jon with the Schiſmaticks againſt 
their Biſhops. Two 
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- *7 wo things here muſt be ſuppoſed, 1. That| P* 

weare the pars ſubdita , and do ow this com: C4 

munion and obedience to theſe Governors of | "© 

the Church. - 2. That they impoſe no an} ® 
#l conditions of this communion upon | 

us; though if they ſhould , how far we may | C 


ſeparate muſt take its meaſure from ſuch im-| A 

—_ which 1s another Queſtiorr to be 
iſcuſſed anos in another place ; and at pre- | 

fent I ſhall only add, that ſo far as I under- | 

ſtand my Anſwerer , ſo far as the people are 
concerned in the conditions of our commu- 
nion , weare'not likely to differ much in this | 
point, Butfor the f:r## of theſe ſuppoſitions, | 
if: there be any force in- Scriprure-precepts, 
requiring obedience to our /lavitnal Guides, ) 
or in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, which 
are very ſevere to that purpoſe , nothing can | 
be more evident, than that all ZngliſhChri-  - 
ſtians do owe communion and obedience to | 
the Governors of the Church of England, | 
whoſe Government ſtands eſtabliſhed by | 
both ſorts of Laws , and is ſo acknowledged | 
by the Declaration it ſelf. 

Defence oc And your Friend Mr. Baxter is 
his Cure, not obſcure in this point; We 
fP.76.  muſtown, ſaith he, a National 

Cbarch , as it is improperly ſo denominated 
from the King, that is the Civil Head---- 
attd as it is a community of Chriſtians, and * 
part 
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part of the Univerſal Church, Unized by the 
Concord of Her Pa#tors ; who in Synods may 
repreſent the whole Miniſtry , and be the 
means of their Agreement. 

He faith; we muſt own the National 
Church : I ſay, then we muft not d;ſown Her: 
And muſt we not likewife own the King, as 
the Head thereof ? and all the Biſhops and 
Paffors and Governors under Him? And 
then, what liberty is left us to diſown, deny, 
or renounce their Per/oxs or Authority ? 

Let ſuch eſpecially, as have taken the 
Oath of Supremacy, and received Ordination 
from Epiſcopal hands, yet better conſider, 
thoſe ſolemn Oblsgarions upon them, added 
to'the Laws; and take heed, in earneſt; of 
Perfilianſneſs and Perjwry. Rh 
. Let them conſider, what is to rexoxrce'all 
foraion Juriſdiction : and to their powerto 
aſiſ and defend all Juriſdiction ( Spiritual 
as well as Temporal ) granted or belonging to 
the Kings Highneſs: and how well a renoun- 
cing Obedience to the Government of the 
Church, conſiſts with that which we have 
ſworn therein. 

It is true, all are not called afFually to take 
this Oath; yet it is as true, that the Afiniffers 
and Officers of all Sorts, generally, are ; and 
all Graduates in the Unzwerſity : and for o- 
thers, as they arc the Kings $ ies, they are 

un- 
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unqueſtionably taken to be, under the ſame! 
Obligation, as to the matter of it; and are| 
born to the Dity as well as the Priviledged 
Subjefts of this Realm : and therefore, wg/ 
find, that this Oath is Adminiſtred ; not on. 
ly to Oblige, but rather, asa Tet to trie, and 
alſo to ſecure the fidelity of ſuch, as take it, 
as is evident in the Sratute. 


Again, let all A4:niffers Ordained by By | 


ſhops ( I hope I have now to do with one) in 
the Name of God, ſeriouſly confider, what 
they promiſed to doat their Ordination;,being 
moſt ſolemnly interogated by the Biſhop in the 

Name of God and of his Church, as thc words 
Are. : 


\-» More particularly : the Bijoop demands; , 


Will you then give your faithful dilinence always 
for 0: Miniſter the Dotrine and Sacrament; 
and Diſcipline of Chrift, as the Lord bath Com- 
mended ; and as This Church and Realm hath 
recerved the Same, according to Commandment! 
of God, ſo that you may teach the People commnt- 
ged to your Cure and Charge, with all diligence, 
to-keep and obſerve the Same. 

W hat Anſwer did you make hereunto? 1 
will:do ſo by the help of the Lord. And thus, 
you, at once acknowledge that the DolFrine, 
Sacraments and Di/cipline of Chriſt as recci- 
ved by this Church, arc according to Gods 
Commandments; and that you would grve 
your 
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| your faithful diligence always, fo te Miniſter 
| them, asthis Church hath received them: and 


laſtly, that with aff di/gence you would teach 
your People to obſerve the fade, | 

Again, the B:ſhop demands ; Will yoll reve- 
rently Obey yorr Ordinary, and other chief Mi- 
niſters, »nto whom is committed the Charge and 
Government over jou: following with a glad 


| Mind and Will their Godly Admonitions, 


and /ubmitting your ſelves to their Godly 
ment. 

What did you Anſwer to this ? 1 will doſo, 
the Lord being my Helper. Wherein you both 
acknowledge the Government of the Church 0- 
ver you, and promiſe Obedience thereunts. 

And, it is no pleaſure to me, to obſerve; 

that one, that 1 dare not ſuſpet, mot to be 
thus Ordained, ſhould notwithſtanding theſe 
ſacred Obligations, ſeem, even to Prin, to 
Glory, that he never took the Oath of Canous- 
cal Obedience ; which is, ts obey his Ordinary 
#2 all honeſt and lawful things. 

Thus for the AdiniFiers : and for the Peve 
ple, were they not generally Baptized by 
the XMinifers, and according to the Order 
and in the Publick places of the Church of 
England ? Have they not fince, given their 
Conſent, az Members, by their publick, atten» 
dance upon the Worſhip of the Church of 

England ? Have they not generally —_ 
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for a conſiderable time together, ſome many | 
years, that relation to their particular Chor. 
ches and Paſtors ? Is all this nothing to figni- 
fie their non with our Church, and Ob; 
gation to her Governinent?. Is it nothing in 
our Authors Judgement ? I cannot believe 
it; Iam ſure 'tis ſomething in Mr. Baxter; 
Opinion, as I ſhall ſhew anon, 

But wherein are we obliged to obey out 
Governours as we are Member: of the Church 
of England ? The meaſure of this Obedience, 
are the Laws and Canens and the Rubrick in 
the Liturgy : and the main Scope and inten- 
tion of a{theſe, 1s to direct you how you 
are to Worſhip God mn.our Parochial Aſſem- 
blies; as alſo, to demiean your ſelves in al 
aue Reverence to your Superiours, and Bre 
therly love and fellowſhip together, as Mem 
bers of the ſame Body,the Church of England. 

And to diſſolve or renounce th our Com- 
munion with our Brethren (as well as with 

Governours ) in thoſe Aſſembiies, and in that 
Worſhip, is ſo far to renounce that Communi 
gz Which we ow, and is due from us all to ths 
Church of England ; and is that thing, which 
is deſervedly branded with the black Name 
of Schiſme from the Church of England ) 
( which is the other Branch of that Schiſme 
before mentioned ) eſpecially, if the Deti- 
ders proceed to the Erefting of Anti _ 

| chei,» 
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ches, as Mr. Baxter properly calls them. 
_ For our ſeveraF Parochial Aſſemblies, are 
Parts and Members of the Great Body of our 
Church, .into which, the Church is divided 
for our Convenient Worſhiping of God, (as 
you heard in the Definitzon) wherein, all z- 
dividual perſons are bound to attend upon 
Gods Worſhip according to the foreſaid 
Rules, quatenus Members of this Church of 
Enoland. | ' 
 ButI ſhall have an occaſion to ſpeak larg- 
ly, of Schiſme from particular Congregati- 
ons, in another place; and at preſent, would 
fain hope, that ſome thing hath been ſaid to 
ſhew what Schiſme from the Church of Eng- 

lad ts. 

This is the Sum. Schiſme from the Church 
of England 1s a ſinful dividing from Her, in 
Her Governoxrs, embers, Worſhip or Mfſem- 
blies, Which, 8nd much more 1s done by 
thoſe that diſpiſe her Government, renounce 
ner Worſhsp and Communion with Her fom- 
bers in; theſPublick, places of it ; and Erect 
New Congregations for a new manner of Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline, under other Governours, 
in oppoſition thereunto ; accoriing to the 
Laudable prattiſes now on foot. 

By this time, I hope, my Anſwerer ſees, 
after his long and ranging Scrutiny for the 
diſcovery of this Schiſm , and all in vain, 
E 2 how 
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how pertinently he demands, p. 38. 7s ever 


difference, in things unneceſſary, from the Mu- | 


jor part, a Schiſm from them ? 

Again, p. 39. '7 i our diſchedience to the 
Church that is our Schiſm. This he ſaies, and 
then quickly wipes ir off, with his own plea. 
ſant Anſwer ; But Fidelity ro ony Kino com- 
mandeth the diſowning of Uſurpers. But | 
might ſpoil his Afirth, ſhould I examine his 
meanggy - 

Again, p. 40. he cries out ; Whoever took 
any Aft of Diſobedience in a Circumſtance to be 
a Schiſm ? 

Bur, in earneſt, had not theſe little fricky 
and extravagancies been happily prevented, 


had he heeded me at firff ? is a ſinful diws , 


ding from the Church, in Her Government 
and Worſhip, and ſetting up Churches in op 
poſition to Her, in both, is this nv more than 
a difference in things unneceſſary from the Ma- 
jor part, or than a bare AtF of Diſobedience is 
a Circumſtance ? I know you will not ſay it: 
and 'tis vain' to ſay, that you intend no more: 
I wrote againſt zhoſe that do. 

What has he wore to Anſwer ? Why, the 


Schiſm 1 mention, p. 39. is not ſuch as Afar ) 


zin and Gildas mage ? what then? if itbe 
worſe, it is not ſuch. You ſhould rather have 
compar'd your Brethren in this new Worke, 
to the other Marin, called Ifar-Prelate. 


But 
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But this Martin, you ſay, Renounced Com- 
murnion with the Biſhops and their Synods ( all 
his life ) who had proſecuted the Priſfillianiſts 
with the Secu/ar Sword : and Gildas pronoun- 
ed him no excellext Chriſtian that called the 
Brittiih Clergy in hs: rime,Prieſts or Minitters, 
and not Traitors, as he did himſelf : yet neither 
of theſe holy men are called Seperatiſts or Schiſ- 
maticks. 

What follows ? might they not be Schiſ- 
watick;, though they were not called ſo? Ton 
will find ſome advantage by the Argument, 
for I have not called you ſo, yet. Perhaps 
Gildas might be bold with his Brethren, and 
call them Trasrors ; but if anjuſtly, 'twas ill 
done, though no Schiſme. 1f ju#Hhy ; there 
may be Prodjtores found of your acquaintance 
too, I make no doubt; though, if you do 
not urge me much, I ſhall not call them ſo. 
You do not think that rawe is returned upon 
us, and that be hath not the Charalter Tr 
excellent Chriftian, that hath not the gife, of 
calling the Prieſts Traitor. 

So much for Galdas : But for his Compa- 
nion Aartzn, I might have given him Cowrſer 
Entertainment, had it not been for the kind- 
neſs of Another Gildas, that not long ſince, 
ſpake more in his favour, than you do now. 

His words, on his behalf, are theſe; / 
bave told you in the ſtory of Martin, how he ſepe- 

E 3 rated 


| 
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Baxters rated from the Synods of thoſe Individy- 
Defence, al Biſhops; and from their Local 
Pe 7% Coumunion without $ eperation from 
the Office, the Churches, or any other Biſhop : 
And then for ought I know Adartin might 
be a good honeſt fellow. Do you all: the reF, 
that he did, and by my conſent, you ſhould 
be excuſed from ſitting n Synods. 

For Martm it ſeems denied not Communi- 
on with the Chxrches ;, much leſs ſet up an Al- 
tar and Church of his owz in oppoſition to 
them : If he had done ſo, I wonld have ſaid 
be had been a Rank Schiſmarick,, thoughl' 
ſpare yox. 


It is confeſt that the Presbyterians do ge- ' 


nerally agree, that the Diſci | 
| linary part, or Form of G«- 
—_—— —_— is not fſential toa 
þage 172, 173. 

| National Ehurch ; yet they 
affirm, that-the Verity of a Vatioanal Church, 
conſiſts in its Agreement in the' ſame Do{trine 
and Worſhip: and conſequently; though 4jf- 
ferences in Dottrine are not;* yet a breach of 
its Unity, and making diviſions in a point of 
Worfbip, is a plain Schiſme from'a Vational 
Church acording to thePrinciples of the Pref 
byterians. Mr. Cawdrey Tpake not his own pe- 
cal;zar opinion, when he ſaid, p.178. I believe 
thoſe men, that raiſe differences in a Reformin! 
Church, he meant this National Church, and \ 
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rſiſÞ in keeping open thoſe Divi/iens, Sepera- 
ler Sar _ -- afro ; doe —— 
deferve the name of Schiſmaticks, as thoſe 
that make differences; in one Particular 
Church. . | 
Upon the whole, then, you perceive how 
aptly you ask, p. 42. Whether a Afniſter may 
not remove from one Pariſh to. another;, or any 
man remove his dwelling -into another Pariſh, 
&c. and be no Schiſmartzck,? an old objection 
of Dr. Owens, and anſwered by Mr. Caw- 
drey : that they 'remevd to: Churches of the 
ſame Conſtitution , a thing [never queſtioned, 
but alwaies allowed, both by the Unzon and 


' Euſtome of this National Church: 


Again, and alike pertinently you ask, Whe- 
ther a Seperation of one Pariſh from another be 
Schiſm ? or whether I'mean by it, 4 Local 
Seperation only, as you gravely enquire, p. 
33. Or , whether little diFerences im the modes 
of Worſbip, particularly, i» the manner of the 
Miniſters Prayer ( and he ſhould have ad- 
ded, in dividing his Text) be Schiſm ? but 
he prevents my Anſwer, by denyizo. theſe 
himſelf. Thoſe that differ rhs, he faith, and 
thereby doubtleſs very wiſcly and to gene- 
ral SatisfaCtion determineth ; theſe, ſaith he, 
p. 34+ are not Seperated Churches, an otherwiſe 
than Local, and in ſuch Modal Diſſerences. 

Thus, what the Church of England, and 

| E 4 what 


\ 
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what Schsſm from 
ning of the diſcourſe, 'twas hinted; that if 
we would conſider the Chxrch of England, 
not organice but entitative, as ſome ſpeak; 
that is, as it is a part or member of the Un. 
verſal viſible Church ; even in this confide. 
ration of it, Seperation and the preſent pra- 
tice of gathering Churches, 1s a Schi/m i» 
the Church of England, if not ſo from it. And 
by thoſe mmreftine Ruptures and rents it is ca 
ſmog in the midſt of her, gives her too much 
cauſe to complain ; O wy Bowels, my Bowel: | 
While it tears in pieces her O/d and Stated 
Congregations; tramples upon her Lztargy; 
defies her Worſhip; renounceth her Paſtor:; 


throws down all her ancient Land-marks and , 


laudable bound: of her particular Churches; 
and endeavours every where to Erect new 
Altars and Seperate Churches that were ne- 
ver before heard of in the Chriſtian werld, but 
amongft w:/d and deſperate and Schifmatical 
Aries. 

But, this will meet us in the yext Chapter, 
when we ſpeak of Schiſm from particular 
Congregations, | 


from it, is. But at the begin. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Gathering Churches, 4 Schiſme from parts- 
cular Parochial Churches. The general Na- 


ture of Schiſm. 


He preſent practice of Gathering Chur- 
* ches , is not only a Schiſm from the 
Church of England , but a Schiſm alſo from 
our particular Parochial Congregations. 

This comes now to be evine'd; and1 
ſhall take my advantage for the doing of it, 
from an Obſervation of Mr. Caw- 


depend 
drey againſt Dr. Owen, and the 1#4pevs, 
Independents. Fhere Was, ſaith cs — 


he, and is, another Church-State in 
England in our particular Churebes: from 
theſe, alſs, they have moſt of them, as otce of 
them, ( or, they had been once of them ) 
Palpably Separated. . 
I am now to charge the preſent practice, 
of our New Church satherers, and their New 
Churches , with the like Schiſm , from partt- 
cular Parochial Churches, whercof they are, 
or lately were, Members, and ought ſo te 
have continued. | 
To cut our work as ſhort as may be; I 
ſhall confine my ſtrength within one Arga- 
ment ; Which 1 conceive the cleereſt, and 
mo 
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moſt likely to-put an end to the matter in | fi 
debate; and 'tis taken from the nature and |} 
definition of Schiſm : wherein we ſhall ſhew, ' ft 
what we arc to underſtand by Schiſm; and | a1 
how the preſent gathering of Charches out of 0 
our Churches agrees with it ; wot doubting, | 
but then, the conclufion will find its own | 
way well enough, | 
What is Schiſm then? I ſhall give you t 
the ea/ie#F and the leaſt controverted defini- © | 
rior of it; and ſuch, as was never excepted + 
againſt by any Presbyterian that I ever heard 
of ; *Tjs this; Schiſm is a cauſleſs, or as 0- 
thers, a voluntary, unwarrantable ſeparation 
from atrue Church. 
| Hereare ewo parts to be conſidered in the | 
general ; ſeparation from a true Church ; and 
the formal, ſpecial and diſtinguiſhing part of it, 
coucht in the words cauſleſs , or unwarrant- 
able and voluntary. 2 L 
I. Schsſm 5 a ſeparatiof: from a tr ue Church, 
It is ſo, in the proper and peculiar nots- 
Camerey, tion of it: the word 4iaus, Schiſm, 
cap. de is a ſtranger to prophane Authors, 
Schiſ. and the Old Teftament., and is only 
to be found in the New Teſtament; ſo that it ' 
only intends fomething about the Chrit:ax 
Church; and what that is, muſt be under- 
ſtood by the New Teſtament, and Eccle- 
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fiaſtical Writers , who have taken it thence. 


It is commonly affirmed , that in the Scrs- 
peuye-uſe of it , it ſometimes ſignifies diviſion 
among Chriſtians in opinz07 only : but I have 
obſerved, that uſually thoſe opintens,were ſuch 
as had a tendency to diviſions in praftice ," as 
L am of Paul, &c. but 'tis generally acknow- 
ledged that differences in prattice, eſpecially 
touching Divine Worſhip (whether from the 
fignification of the word, which is properly 
arent or diviſion , or whether from the more 
f:equent »ſe of it that way in Scyiprure, or for 
ſome athcr reaſon) 1 ſay., difference in pra- 
#ie about Divine Worſhip, hath long fince 
obrained and appropriated to it ſelf the name 
bm. . 7 

' Sometimes ſuch diviſor in the Church, 
when'there hath been no attual ſeparation 
rom the Church, 1s conceived to 
be called Schiſm in Scripture. T C8, 2.16, 
And this notion excluſive of all other kind of 
Schiſm in Scripture, Dr, Owen eſpouſed, con- 
'trary both to Scriprare reaſon, and the gene. 
ral apprehenſion of the Ancient and Hodern 
Divines, as Mr. Cawdrey hath ſufficiently 
argued. 
| Separation from a Church is a more obvious 
diviſien, and conſequently a more notorious 


kind of Schiſm ; and it ſeems more reaſon- 
able 
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able to argue, if the Holy Ghoſt called the 
firi# buds and beginnings of ſeperation, by| 


the name of Schiſm, it was to deter the din; 


gers from the ſin in its rspeneſs and accuſe{' 


wes, which more hatnoufly merited thy 
lack title; as our Saviour calls lufF , adu. 
tery. Schiſma ſeperat ab Eccleſia; Schiſm ſc, 
peratcs from the Church, ſaith St. Hierom. 
To proceed, this ſeparation from the 
Church , as alearned Presbyterian allerteth, 
is from the Church as Carlolick, which he 
calls Donati/m, or from a particular Church ; 
and that, faith he, is properly Seperatiſin, 


Laſtly, this Schiſmatical ſeperation is #t+ 


Cameron, fatbve Or poſitive ;, the former is 08 
& Schiſ. ly ſimplex ſeceſſio, when men do 


peaccably and quietly withdraw their com: ' 


manor from the Church , in pare or in whole, 
to enjoy their conſciences in a private way. 
The other, called poſitive ſeperation, is when 
perſons thus withdrawn , do gather into a d+ 
ftinkt and _—_—_ body , ſetting up a Church 
againſt a Church, to worſhip God in a ſc- 
perated way themſelves; which St. Aug: 

ſtene calls, a ſetting up Mlear againſt 
2Kng.16. 4tay; alluding to that act of King 
Ahaz., in ſetting up an Altay of his own 
making, after the faſhion of that which he 
ſaw at Dema/cxs , belides the Lord's Altar. 
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And this is it , ſaith Cameron. and moſt that 


write upon the point, which in a peculiar 


manner, and by way of eminency is, and de- 
| ſervesto be called by the name of Schiſm. 


Thus we ſee, that garhering our ſelves into 
new Churches , is the complement and perfo 
Ction of Schiſm; the very Apex & extrems 
Schiſmatis linea, as Cameron. ſpeaks. 

I his evil, asI lately hinted, hath its begin- 
nings, and uſually gors on by degrees to this 
perfettion. In the Church of Coramth , it firſt 
began with a faitiow efteeming of one AMini- 
fer above another : One ſaith, 7 ,,., Def. 
an of Paul, ec. at length it came of prine, 
to Cra®- ou} bprs gy Aarne, Which of Con, 
Mr. Baxter renders emulation, ſtrife V+ 
and ſeparation , or fabtions , or dividing into ſe- 
veral parties. This appeared ſomewhat high- 
er, Chap. 11. for they would not eat their 


Love-Feaſts , and Parexs thinks , they would" 


not eat the Lord's Supper together ; but thoſe 
that were for Paul would communicate a- 
mong themſelves; ſo thoſe that were for A- 
pello;, and thoſe that were for Perer; 

And thovgh they did not gather themſelves 
into fared Congregations, or abſolutely (e- 
perate into ſeveral Churches , ( for 
they came together , though to little Chap.11, 
purpoſe ) yet their div3/60ns arc not 
only 


—_ - = - — _— 
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only called Schiſm, but a deſpi/ing the Chutt 
of God. | | 

But if this progreſs of Schiſm was ſo ſmar; 
ly rebuked , we may the lets wonder to find 
the Apeſtles ſo very ſevere againſt the Gm 
ſiicks, and thoſe more perfethed Schiſmaticks 


that afterwards drew Diſciples after them whi: 
ly from the Church, and made falſe Apoſtly 


and Anti-Churches. «m9, &; 1:60; 
extra terminos Eccleſie educentei, 
ſegregantes fideles a fidelibus, and 
makmg diſtinct and ſeperate, 
and oppoſite parties and meetings for the wer 
Tralt of ſip of God. Mr. Hate obſerves theſe 
Schiſm, two things make Schifm complear, the 
P.3- chuſing ot a Biſhop in oppoſition to the 
former , a thing very frequent among the 
Ancients, and which many times was the 
cauſe and effett of Schiſm; and then the ere- 
Fing of a new Church for the dividing parts 
to meet in publickly , and this he calls Eccle- 
fraſtical ſedition;, and Ames, peccatum gra- 
viſimum ; a moft grievous ſin, both in its 
#ature and effetts : For Diviſion , ſo far as it 
proceeds, whether in Natzral, Civil, or Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Bodies, is the diſſolxtion and deſtru- 
Ction of it. 
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CHAP. Xx. 


The differencing Nature of Schiſm. The An- 
ſwerers Objections anſwered ; eſpecially rhe 
Preaching of the ejected A4niſters. 


] Will ſuppoſe, we are agreed that the ye- 
neral nature of Schiſm 1s ſach a ſepera- 
tion from a true Church as we have ſhew'd 
but fo make it »nlawful, and to merit the 
evil and #ſual ſence of the word, it muſt be 
cauſleſs, unwarramable, and as Mr. Hales 
term is, unneceſſary z when it is ſo, 1s to be 
carefully ſtated : for this indeed is the pun- 
tum difficultatis , and the very hinge upon 
which this coxrroverſie turns. 

Herein, that 1 may prepare to argue with 
due cloſeneſs , I ſhall continue to aim at the 
ſence of Presbyterians : And as1 have before 
I ſhall here alſo follow the ſteps of Mr. 
Brinſley, late Miniſter of Tarmonth , not only 
becauſc his Book of Schiſm ſeems to me jus 
diciow , and exact as to our point : and he 
therein follow ſo excellent a perſon as Ca- 
meron. but likewiſe for that he was an emi- 
nent Non- conformift ( as a Miniſter only? 
for I have been well informed , that though 
ke ceaſed preaching at Bartholomew , 1662. 
yet 
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yet he kept no private meetings, but ordi. 
narily attended on the publick_ worſhip, in 
the place where he lived : beſides, his Book 
was licenſe by Mr. Cranford, with a ſuf 


cient commendation ; and was Preacht and| 
Printed in the Presbyterzan Service againſt 
the Se&aries; and no doubt, his Brethren of 


— 


that perſwaſion did then heartily concur with 


him in the poize. 
This Mr. Brinſley, p. 34, 35. ſtates the 


matter thus; Seperation is unwarrantable, 


Either for the ground or manner; the former 
an «ja, the latter a raſh ſeperation, cacha 
Schiſm; whercin he follows Cameron. 

I ſhall vary his wethod a little , but keep 
cloſe to his ſenſe; and then an nju#? ſeps- 
ration is two-fold ; either when there is # 
cauſe, and it is abſolutely cauſleſs ; or 


when the cauſe is kghr, and not ſufficient to: 
ewarrant it. Seperation # raſh, when there 


being cauſe ſuppoſed ſufficient, yet it is done 
in an undue manner. 

I. Separation is unjuFF , when it is without 
cauſe given by the Church; and as he en- 
largeth, « When there is no Perſecution, no 
© ſpreading Error or Herefic, no Idolatry, no 
ec Superſtition maintained or practiſed , bnt 
<« the Church is peaceable and pure , and that 
© both for Dottrine and Worſhip; and in # 


} 


! 


« good , 


Js 


ut ord. 
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S Book 
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« 20d meaſure free from ſcandals (which no 
« Church ever whoſy was) now in ſuch a caſe 
© to ſeperate , is an unjuſt ſeperation , and 
t Schiſm. 

If this be indeed the fare of the caſe, whe- 
ther the parties think, they have cauſe to ſe- 


{ perate ornot, I think it is not much mate- 


tial, except to aggravate their erime : For, it 


\ they think they have cauſe, they are plain 


tes the 


Seperatiſts ; and if they do net think ſo, and 


; yet divide the Church by a ſeperation cauſe- 


leſs, in their own opinion as well as rrath, they 
are far worſe. Neither will any wantonneſs 
of ſpirit of this kind , though boy'4 up by a 
diſtaſte taken at our Guides, or an higher 
eſteem of other Teachers , or pretences of 


greater purity, much leſs an i{ will to the ſtate 


of the Charch from which we ſhall' thus ſe- 
perate, admit an excuſe from any ſober and 
wiſe man, > + 
2, There may be ſcme rauſcs of ” 
given us by our Church , but they ſuch, as 
may by no meanes warrant a ſeperation : 
cauſe of offence is not always cauſe of ſepe- 
ration ; which our Author calls a /zght cauſe. 
He enlargeth ; <P offibly ſome ſleight oppoſi- 
*tion , or perſecution, it may be, by ſome 
\ ſmall pecuniary Mulcts: ſome lefler errors 
©in DoCtrine, not fundamental, nor near 


«rhe foundation;ſome corruptions in or about 
F «the 
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* the worſhip of God , but thoſe not deforl 
* #;ve to the Ordinances; being not in ſub. 
* Rance , but in ceremony ; and aw: pars 
© the perſon offended is not eriforced to he 
© attive in ; ſcandals tew, and thoſe ont tole.| 
« rated, not allowed. All tolerable evil, 
<« ſuch as charity may well bear with ; thi 
«© 9round is not ſufficient to beat a ſeperation; 
You ſee he is full and particular ; and in al! 
this , I believe he referred in his thoughts to 
the ſtate of our Church: heretefort , as in the 
former he ſtuck at the Popiſh. 
The learned 4me/14us , whoſe. Principle 
were ſomewhat Congregational: ;, hath ſaid 
much to the ſame purpoſe ina fey 
Cal. d. words. Separation froma true Churth 
Schiſm. 5 ſometimes lawful , if one cannot re 
' main in ts communion, [ine commu 
nicatione in peccatis, without aqmniceriy 
Py ber ſins : if there be manifeſt danger 0 
ſeduttion, and if we are campell'd to | XBi 
by oppreſſion and perſecution, Thus he. And 
we may ſuppoſe he thought he made a full 
enumeration of all the ju5k cauſes of. depart 
ing from a true Church; and that in any 
other caſe ſeperation was unlawful. 
Others indeed have more compendzou(y' 
and fully drawn all the z«les in this caſe into 
oe point, Seperation is umvarrartable , it 


communion with the Church may be wit 
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out ſn. And indeed what .can juſtife a pra- 
dice ſo contrary to love and peace , and of 
ſo dangerous conſequence , but the avoiding 
of ſn? Our general Anſwer to the charge 
of Schiſm by the Papiſts is, we muſt not par- 
take with your ſins; and I think a# parties 
conſent in this commoen propoſition , where-the 
conditions of communion” with a Church are 
ſinful , we are not bound to-that communion, 
for we muſt obey God rather then man. 

I am ſure this was:carrent _-- 2 
Doftrine with the Non-confor- #% fence, 
miſts, called Puritans hereto- MIPENRN 
fore, in the defence of .communion with the 
Church of England. ** Let the abuſes (faith 
* Mr. Ball ) be many or great, yet if I may be 
* preſent at the truce worſhip of God without 
* fs, (conſent unto, or approbation of ſuch 
** abuſes or corruptions) in voluntary ſeperacy 
* rz0n, I fin againſt God, his Church, and mine 
* own ſoul. | 
, , This was alfo undoubted by the late Preſ- 
byteriaxs;, in Read of many, .lct 
Mr. Cawarey againſt Dr. Owen Independ, a 
be heard, for methinks he ſpeaks g1eas Schiſm, 
to the purpoſe. It is (faith he) no 
auty of Chriſts impoſing ,.no priviledg of 
his purchaſing , either to deprive a mans ſelf 
of his Ordinances for other mens ſins; or to 
[et up a ew Church in oppoſition to a rue 
F 2 Charch, 
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Church, as no Church rightly conſtituted for 
want of ſome reformation in leſſer matters. 
And Mr. Corbet 5 and the Author of Evange- 
lical Peace and Unity , if I underitand him, 
puts the whole debate upon the ſame 5fſne 
with us, So Bagſhaw alſo, &c. 

Among theſe {ight cauſes, which will by 

| no means warrant a ſeperution, 

CG EI—_ Mr. Baxter hath laboured to 

et throw down theſe four Super ſti- 
tious, as he calls them, which ſome re/igi0#s 
people have braught up. 

1. *That we areguilty of the fins of all 
&« unworthy communicants, if we communicate 
&« with them, though their a#m:ſſion is not by 
_ our fault. 

2. © That he whoſe judgement is againſt 
& a Dioceſan Church, may not lawfully join 
&« with a Pariſh Church, if the Miniſter be 
© but ſubjel# to the Dioceſan. 
3. © That whatſoever is 
unlawfully tommanded , is 
*not lawful to be obeyed. 
4. © Thatit is unlawful to do any thing 


See Cure of Church « 
Diviſions, p.194. 


*in the Worſhip of God which is impoſed | 


* by men, and is not commanded it ſelf in the 
& Scripture. 


But enough of the falſe grads of fepe- | 


ration that render it cauſleſs; for that they 
arc Either really none , or elſe light or inuf- 


ficrent, The 


| 
| 
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The Second Exception againſt Seperatior 
was taken from the undue manney of procee- 
ding in it, for which it is termed Raſh; and 
therefore Schiſmatical; though the ground be 
7a. That is, as Mr. Brinſly explaineth him- 
ſelf, p 25. © When it is ſudden and heaqj : 
* without due endeavour and expeftance of Re- 
* formation in the Church : it is then Raſh, 
* and conſequently an anwarrantable Separa- 
*tion, in as much as it is oppoſite to Charity, 

Mr. Baxters Advice is excellent here : © If 
* Corriiptions blemiſh and diſho- 

*nor the Congregation ; doenot Cure of | 
*fay (let fn alone; I muſt not 45" _ 
* oppoſe it for fear of Djvi/fon) ** * 
* bur be the forwardeſt to reduce all to the will 
* of God. And yet, if you cannot prevail, as 
*you defire ; be the backwardeft to Divide 
*and Seperate; and do it not, without a 
* certain Warrant, and extream neceſſity. Re- 
* ſolve with Auftine, 1 will not be the Chaff, 
*and yet I will not go out of the Floor,though 
*the Chaft be there. Never give over your 
* juſt deſire and endeavour of Reformation; and 
*yet as long as you can poſſible avoid it, for- 
* ſake not the Church, which you deſire to 
* Reform. As Paul ſaid, to them that were to 
* forſake a Sea-wrack'd Veſlel, 1f theſe abide 
* not in the Ship, ye capnot be ſaved. Many a 
: one, by unlawful flying, and fhifting for his 
F 3 © own 
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© own greater Peace and Safety, doth much 
© more hazard his own and others. | 
3. Ames gives me occaſion to hint one 
thing more : Seceſſio vero Totals, &c. A To- 
tal Seceſſion or Seperation with abſolute renoun- 
cing or Yejetting all Communion, cannot be law- 
fully praiticed towards a True Church : but par- 
rial only, quaterius Communio, ſo far 4s Com- 
munion cannot be exerciſed without ſin. Caſ, 
de Schiſ. 307. | | 
I Wiſh heartily, my Brethren would con- 


fider, whether not only renonuncing al Com- * 


wHxnionwith, but ſetting up other Churches a- 
gainft our Churches, be not, in his ſence, a 
Total Seperation;, and conſequently Sinful. 
Or whether you, that ſo uſe us, do yet re- 
1451 Communion with our Parifh-Churches ſs 
faras you knew you may without ſin. But this 
by the way: - | WAP 

The Summe is, when the Church gives no 
ſuch cauſe of offence, as may juſtific Sepera- 
tion ; when the Conditions of her Cemmuni- 
on require nothing of ker Members, whereby 
if they Communicate, they ſhall be 4#ual 
25nxers, when perſons, let the cauſe be nevet 
ſo juſt, ſhall unadviſedly, without due exdea- 
vorrs and patient expeitance of a Reformation: 
laſtly, when they ſhall for ſome few things, 
at which they take offence, retally forſake. 
Communien with. a 7r#e Church, and _ 

| | tnem- 
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themſelves into Anti-Charches ; they are, in 
all theſe Caſes, guilty of Schiſme, in the judg- 
ment of the moſt Non-Conformiſts, of aff ſorts; 
and, indeed, of all men, that have conſidered 
the Poizr and the Natare of Schifm. The 4ſ- 
ſumption, we ſhall make bereafter--- and at 
pretent, only take netice- of what the An- 
ſwerer hath ſaid to prevent it. | 

He gives us, p. 16,17. eight Differences, be- 
twixt the Old Seperariſts and the Preſent Non- 
Confurmiſts ; and then concludes in all theſe, 
they differ from Seperatifls, though they. ga- 
ther Churches. Theſe diftcrences are particy- 
larly conſidered hereafter. The firf# three of 
thee Differences, are a Complement to #4 and 


' our Pariſhes: the four #ext, are a Complement 


to themſelves.in the laFF,I thinkghe is in cataeſt 
for himſelf, but he hath to do with a head- 
ſtrong party,that will not obey,cither his Word 
or Example, in deſiring nathing more, than with 
Love and Concord, to carry on with us the ſame 
work of Chriſt, But what is all this, to excuſe 
them from being Seperarsts, that run away 
from us, and draw Deſciples after them : that 
refuſe (I am ſure in fatt, what ever ſome may 
ſay) the /eaſt Communion with us, in ur pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, and gather New Churches for 
themielves out of them. 

This they do, though you know we, gene- 
rally, have ner given them Cauſe todo it: And 
| ES they 
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they do it Raſbly, and Totally, and all your 
little devices, will never alter the Nature of 
things, or excuſe it from groſs Schiſm in the 
Zudgment of all that were not Seperatsffs, and 
ſoak 
t10n dazled mens eyes. 
'-?Tis in vain to flie to your Common Refuge; 
the ſtrength of this Argument will not ſuffer 
you to be quict in it ; who ever before you 
made this a warrantable ground of Seperation, 
that they might Serve God better ?- it finding 
poſirove faults in our worſhip, would not ex- 
cuſe them heretofore ; much leſs will negative 
ones: excuſe you from Seperation. But they 
thought thoſe were faults and 7«## Cauſes of 
Seperation which were ot; true, and they 
were miſtaken : but yet, they had more to 
ſay for themſelves, it ſeems, than you 
have, who do the ſame rhings, without alledg- 
ing ſo much ground, and think to be wholly 
| free, from the ſame charge. X 

Sir, Schifm conſiſts in prattice; and whate- 
ver you think on't, or, cms. you would 
palliate the matter, where that praftice that 
truly anſwers the definition of Schiſm is 
found, it will be Schiſm do what you can. Is 


there any »ſtitution of Chriſt, that they muſt | 


gather Churches out of &rue Churches,to make a 
purer Church? Anſ.Mr, Cawdrey Indep.p.198. 


ſhewed 


e their mind, before the preſent T empta- | 


"But I prevent my deſign: Shiſm, we have | 
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ſhewed is a cauſeleſs unwarraxtable Seperation, 
and'tis true; and ſo my Anſwerer might have 
underſtood we, and his Brethren, in my laſt: 1 
ſpake in the language of the Presbyrerians,and 
a little Candowur , would have ſuppoſed tbat 
both, I and they, intended by gathering Chur- 
ches out of Churches, ſuch as was cauſeleſs, un- 
warrantable and uxneceſſary; for that, they 
were {till ready, if need required, to prove 
the Independant Separation ſuch, as I ſhall be, 
anon, to do jours. | 
It is, therefore, ſome trouble to me to hear 
you ask,as if ſomthing of Aroument were lodg'd 
init; Whether a perſons removal from one Pariſh 
to another to inhabit there, were Schiſm ? p. 48, 
and yet I conceive, you have it more than 
twice over in your book, You ask again,muſt 
no Chxrches be gathered out of Rome? | fear 
not many for you: but for a full and plain an- 
ſwer to this, I remit you to Mr. Baxters Cure 
of Church Diviſions, p.$1,82, 83. Which if 5 
ſeem not plain and full ro you, it 35 becauſe you 
underſtand not Chriſtian Senſe and Reaſon. 
' Again, p. 44.did not the Parliament take a 
Church out of a Church when they ſeperated Co- 
vent-Garden from Martins Pariſh? doubtleſs, 
'twas either with cauſe or not; 'rwas warrant- + 
able or nor; "was neceſſary or not : but the jeſt 
is ſpoiled, if it were aChurch of the ſame Con- 
ſtitution, with conſent of the perſons concern'd & 
by lawful Authority. Had 
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Had you no place to argueSchiſmatical but 
Covent-garden;] would adviſe you,as a friend, 
to take a little more heed what you ſay about 
that place,for fear of one of thoſe Schiſmaricks 
which in other places, you honor, as Oſurp- 
ers, concern'd in your next Sefton. 

But behold the Ian at Arms fully Accou. 
tred, without all fear, but a great deal of wit 
and courage makes a challenge to the faltions 
Dsſputers, as his Catholick language is:and 'tis 
this, as you may read it under his own hand. 

Obj. I undertake, ſaith he, to prove, that 
Dr. Manton Dr. Seaman, &c. with the Peo- 
ple ſubjeft to them, as Paſtors, were true Chur. 
ches. Prove you, if you can, that on Aug.24. 62. 
they were degraded, and theſe Churches were 
diffolved in any reaſon, which auy Churches for 
600. years after Chriſt, would. If not, you ſeem 
yur ſel ro accuſe their Succeſiors of Schiſm, 
for drawing part of the people from them meerly 
by the Advantage of having the Temples and 
Tythes, ard ſo gathering Churches out of 
true Churches. 

Anſ. A Marvellous Undertaker! he will un- 


dertake to prove one Propoſition, and let the | 


reſt ſhift for them ſelves. 
' Dr. Adanton and Dr. Seaman, and their 
People were true Churches : and this he will 
prove : but what if a man ſhould venture to 
diſappoint him, and nor deny it ? 


TGOETN 


Again; 
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Again; proveif you can, that theſe Paſ- 
mn; were degraded, and theſe Churches d5fol- 
[ted Aug. 24. 62. | 
h But what if a man has a mind to be 
"C | friends with him here too ? and ſhould grant 
'F | that choſe Miniſters were not degraded then, 
but only ejeFed and inhibited the exerciſe of 
their Miniſtry within the Church of Fngland: 
and that choſe Churches were not diſſolv'd by 
having New Paſtors; no more, than the 
1 | Kingdom when the King dies. And yet, cer- 


4 tainly the Ksng and People, are as much the 
ny Conflitative parts of a Kingdom; 8s Paſtor 
hs, and People of a Church. 

;2 Who will ſay, that conſiders what he 
os \ faith, chat 4 particular Church 33 diſſolved by 


for the death or removal of the Paſtor. The River 
is the Same, though the Laxds on each fide, 


em | | 
-n | Chayge their Proprietors. 

-, | ' But what then ? Suppoſe all this be quiet- 
&/ ly granted him, what then ? then, - thoſe thet 


of | ſucceeded them arc Schiſmaticks ; or you ſeem 
to accuſe them of Schiſm: how ſo? for 
frawing away part of the people from them. 
be | Whither? to another manner of Worſhip 
' Which the Laws required; and which, the 
Ejefted refuſed. - 

11 | * But how did they dr»w the People ? by do- 
ng their duty in the Temples, as by good Aut- 
thority Iſttured and Induited thereunts. In- 


ſitu- 
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ftiemred as Paſtors to have the Cure of Souls; 
and Indufted into the Temples and Tythes. 


But laſtly, why do you ſay they drew a / 


part of the people onely, and not the whole ? 
Ought not the whole, worlhip God undi. 


vided, and with owe accord in the Temples ? or 
muſt the place be removed with the Paſtor ?1 
quire not who made the difference, but I know 
who makes the Diviſcen, let them anſwer it 
how. they can, to God and the King, the 
Church and their Succeſſors. 

Thoſe Paſtors were Ejefted out of the Tem: 
ples by lawful Auhority: the People are bound 
to worſhip God in the Temple, as they have 
opportunity ; and no where elſe, in oppoſition 
to the publick Worſhip: ( the Conſequence 


bere, | think may vie with yours above ) 


therefore, theſe Paftors had ne opportunity t 
exerciſe their Paſtoral Office ts thoſe People, and 
where there us no opportunity, there us no duty ; il 
Mr. Baxters Divinity , Second Admon, to 
Bagh. 96. 

But you ſay, you muſt Preach, the Reve- 
rend Dr. Gouge faith , No.! * The Inhibit!. 
©on of Jdolators and- Infidels | 
© wade ſimply againſt preach. | 
* ing of the Goſpel, becauſe they | 
* would have it utterly Supprefſed in this 
« caſe, he ſaith, no ſufficient inhibition to bid] 
© the Conſcience it is directly and apparent- 

| <h 


Whole Armour 
of God, 570. 


| 
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fly contrary to Gods Word. But when Chy;- 
@ tien: Magiſtrates inhibite Miniſters to 
© Preach, it 1s becauſe they think them un- 
(Gt -and unmeet, cither for ſome notorious 
© Crimes, or for ſome Erronious Opinions, to- 
« exerciſe their Miniſterial Funtions. In cheſe 
© Caſes, Such as are ſo inhibited, ſo far forth 
© asthey are inhibited, Oxpht nor to Preach. 
«Neither are particular and private men 
©(much leſs the parties inhibited) to Judge of 
©the Cauſe of the inhibition, whether it be 
<;uſt or unjuſt + but as they who are appoznt- 
*edby the preſent Government, to Ordain 
© Miniſters, are to judg of their fitneſs there- 
© unto; ſo likewiſe, of their wnfirneſs. 

I have thought hitherto, that d5/t5n{tioz of 
the Office, and of the exerciſe of that Office, 
had gone uncontroled among Presbyrerians : 
and that, though the Adimſters of Chriſt de- 
pend not, even upon the Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate for their Office, and he cannot degrade 
them : yet quoad Exercitium, as to the Exer- 
ciſe of it, within his Dominions, they did; 
atid that he had power to Sz/ence ſuch as he 
Judged wnmeet to Preach. 

Mr: Baxter doth muchjencourage me ts 
perſiſt in the ſame Opsn07, more than once. 
The Authority of the King and law- 
ful frmarr ts A. ſaith Mr. Baxter, Sl 
ir more about the Circumftanitials of | 

Warſwp 
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Worſhip (as whether Abiathar ſhall be High 
Prieſt, &c. ) then the Falſe Teachers were a. 
bout that Dottrine. | 

He, more than Intimates, that the 744 
Liſtrates Power extends to the Appointing 
who ſhall be High Prieſt; and who doubt, 
but that he hath equal power to appoint who 
ſhall be Paſtor of Covent-Garden. 


Again, hear Mr. Baxter what he faith, | 


more largly upon the Point. Diſpat. 223, 


© Doubtleſs the Madiſtrate himfelf hath fo 


*much Authority in Eccleſiaſtical Afairs, 
* that if he Command a qgualsfied perſon 
© to Preach the Goſpel, and Command 
© the People to reccive him ; I ſee not, how 


© either of them can be allowed to diſobey | 


©him; (though yet the Parry ought. to 
© have recourſe alſo to Paſtors for Oraina- 


© tion, and Pcople for Conſent where it | 


© may be done) And Grerius commen- 
« derh -th 
© would have is Afiniſter queſtion his Call, 
© that being cuallified, hath the Chriſtian Ma- 
© grftrates Commiſſion. And though this Aſ- 
© ſertion need ſome limitation z yet it is ap- 
* parent, that the Magiſtrates Power is oreat 
© about the Offices of the Church. 

© For Solomon, put out Ab:zathar from the 


* Prieſt-hiod, and put Zadock, in his place, * 


*L King. 2.27, 35. David and the Cap- 
© tains 


the ſaying of Aduſculns, That, he | 
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* tains, of the Hoſt, Seperated- to Gods 
© Service, thoſe of the Sons of Aſaph and 
© of Heman and Jeduther, who ſhould Pro- 
* pheſie with Harps, &c. 1 Chron. 16. 4. 
© And ſo did Solomon, 2 Chron, 8. 14. 15. 
© They were for the Service of the Hoxſe 
© of God, according to the Kings Order, 
©1 Chron. 25. 1, 6. And methinks thoſe 
* thoſe men ſhould acknowledge this, that 
©were wont to ſtile the King, 5n all Cans 
f ſes and over all Perſons, the Supream Head 
Ee and Governor. So far He. 

And indeed I durſt almoſt challenge this 
Anſwerer, or any man, to prove ; that e- 
ver any learned Proteſtant in this Church, 
whether Eps/copal or Presbyterian, did make 
it a queſtion, (1 mean before the Kings 
happy Return ) whether So/omon had not 
ſufficient Authority to put out Abiarthar from 
the Prieſt-hood, and put Zadeck, in his 
place, Or whether any might modeſtly 
ſay ſuch mufF Preach, and that thoſe were 
Schiſmaticks and Cſxrpers that did cxer- 
ciſe their Offices according to Law, in the 
places of ſach as were removed, by the 
Vertue of an 4 of Parliament of unque- 
ſtionable Authority, and we muſt Preach 
though the Law forbids us. 

. As for Dr. Gunnings, Dr, Wilds preach- 
ing fourteen or fifteen years ago, which you 
ſo 
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ſo often hint at, it is ſuſficiently known, 
it was in ſuch a time, when the Caſe was 
far otherwiſe, both with the Church and State, 
in many Notorious Circumſtances; both as 
to Perſons, Law, Government and Worſhip; 
and they could ealily anſwer their ſo do- 
ing, if it be not a matter too much below 
the Eminency both of their Perſons and 
Places. We muſt proceed : 


— DR D— 


Proviſion for the proof of the Aſſumption, by 
four Propoſitions. 


Hat Schiſm is a Caſeleſs Seperation 
from a Trae Church : and what Sepe- 
ration froma True Church is, and whes it 
is Cauſeleſs, hath at large appeared, And 
there ſeems nothing left to prevent or remove 
the charge of Schi/m from the Prattices we 
oppoſe; but to plead, either that ear Chur- 
ches are no true Churches; or that you ate not 
of them, and oiy them no Communion; or that 
you do not Seperate from them : or if you 
do, you have Cauſe ſufficient, and your Sepe- 
ratibn is not Raſh or Groundleſs. 
That the Contrary to all theſc, is the very 
Truth, l am now to manifeſt. The Propoſitions 
accordingly, are theſe for. 


I, P1g- | ar 


| 


| 
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Pro. 1+ That our Parochial Congregations 


| ire true Churches. 


2» That 1be people of England are, or ought 
to be,membcrs of our Parochial Congregations 

Jo That the preſent praflice of gathering 
Churches out of them , is Seperation- 

4. That ſuch Seperation is Raſh, and with- 
out juſt grounds. 

And all theſe ſhall be proved, not only 
from the Nature of the things, and the ” 
judgment or others : but from the Publique 
judgement of the former Nou-Conformiſts 
and Presbyterians 3 and then I hope my bold: 
dertaking will be found excuſable. 


— — — — —_— — 


CHAP. XlL. 


Parichial Congregati ous true Churches. His 
Exceptions, cſp.cially about pariſh bounds, 


examined. 


gd athrm that owr Parochial Congre- 
gations are true Churcbes. 

They have the matter of true Churches: 
Protefled Chrijtians,. Baptized, They have 
the f:rm of truce Chutches, being Societies 
ot luch, as Ames laith, in order to the wor- 
ſhip ot God: and theſe fix'd and Stated, and 
ordinarily aflembling airally together tor 
that end. G Accor- 


Rod 
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According to qur Auth, they have, 
gencyally, both the Eſſential , and conſtituent 
parts ot true Churches 3 Paſtors to govern, 
and people to be govern*d by them, in or- 
der to Gods glory, and thcir Salvation. 

And as their end, lg the means, and 
their work, in their publick Aſſemblies , is 
ſuch as 15 proper and peculiar unto, and trac, 
and undoubted 3ndications and notcs ot true 
Churches ;- the Ordinances of God, and theix 
ordinary attendance thereupon, in known, 
publique, and fixed places, confecrated, and 
ſet apart tex that end. Wherein, alſo, there 
1 nothing praficd, much lels allow'd, that 
1s comrary to theſe means , or doth pervert 
thatend; or with any pretence, or colour 
of reaſon, can be thought to deſtroy their 
being, or their truth , as Churches of God. 

For this we have ab#ndant Sutftrage vo- 
Juntarily given by Nox-Copformity it {clt, 
from time to time, and that not only in 
the acknowledgement, but even in the de 
fexce of then: againſt their exemies of the 
Separation : and what necd more. It 
Mr. Bail, Mr. Hilderſham ot old, and Mr. 
Baghhaw, and his tricnd, the Anſwerer, be 
hcard tur the reſt. 

Mr. Ball is expreſs tor himſclt, and his 
Brethren : * The Non-Contormilts, ſaith he, 
*can not ony acknowledg , but prove. the 

Reb: 


Anti 
p, 9, 
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Religion and worſhip of the Church of Exg* 
© land to be of God not by pet” 
Anſ. to Can. , | 
# ty reaſons, and colourable 
part,2,Þ 3+ T Hee! : : THER 
iews, ( which they leave to. 
them which maintain a bad Cauſe ) but 
by pregnant evidexce from the word of Truth, 
*even by plain Texts of Scripture, and ſound 
©rerſon deduced therefrom, againſt which the 
*Gates of Hell (hall zcvcr prevatl. 
Mr. Hilderfh.4m comes not a whit be- 
hind - him : © There is nothing 
0n Jibn 4. < done, ſaith he, in Gods publick 
a © warſhip among, us, but it 1s done 
© by the L1/t.tutian, and Ordinance, and Com- 
© man4ment of the Lord , as he very indu- 
lirioutly and learned!y proves, by an euume- 
ration of the particulars of ozr worſhip, and 
thence prefleth the people, not only to at- 
tend it, but to came to the beginning of 
it, 
Mr. Bag ſhaw hiniclt acknowledgeth the 
, fame: And theretore pleads, that 
eras they do not ſeperate , but forbear 
"% . Communion, becaule of ſome condi 
tims required; and {o indeed doth Doctor 
Owen, and all {ober Indepmmdents 3 and tÞere- 
tore I need not oblcrve, that thole eminent 
Precbyterians, that wrote the Epiſile betore 
Mr. Balls Anſwer to Cann, did own 3 or,that 
Mr. Cawdry, and other Pregbyterians, have 
GB: -: -.- a 


-- 
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ches. 


Our Axzthoy doth not ſo much as queſi- 


ox the truth of our Churches in Gemera! : 
what «exceptions notwithſtanding he hath 
ſcattered about it, we ſhall briefly exz- 
mine. 

Objeft. nt. Page 10. He tells us, like an 
Oracle, among the rcſt of their Purpoſe 
and Deſires, which are not a few, and they 
none of the beſt, that the Non Conformilts 
think, that a Pariſh, quatenus , a Pariſh, is 
mot a Church : nor 3 Pariſ#i»ner , as ſuch, « 
Church-AAember. 

well, and who ever faid thcy thought 
otherwiſe? in ſome things, it ſeems, they 
think, 4Sothers dy, Yet we know , and they 
ought to think, at. lealt, that « Company of 
Chriſtians living within Pariſh bounds, aud 
ordinarily attending upon Gods publick, wor- 

ſhip, in the place ſet a part to that end, are 2 
Church. 

ObjeF. 2. But they think alſo, that Pariſ 
bounds of Churches are of Humane prudenti- 
al Conſtitution, and not of Divine Inſtituti- 
01, Or wnchangable, 

But pray think againz for you ought to 
think, that co-habi+4tion of the Members of 

4 


made it the foundating of all their Argu- 
ments againſt Independent gathering Chur- 
ches,* that our Chufches, were true Chur+ 


Nags 
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a Parochizl Church is according to the Law 
of Nature, and ſo Divine : and that »perſons, 
whom Providence hath fo placed together, 
are bound to worſhip God togethcy in fome 
publick, way 3 by vertue of the Law of Na- 
tural Religion, as much as Families among 
themſelves 3 were there xo other inſtitution of 
God or man in the caſe. 

Morcover, they ought tothink, that eo- 
babitati'n of Church members is ſo far of 
Divine Inſtitution, as the Examples of Chur- 
ches in Scripture,alwaics ſo bounded, amount 
to.Divime Inſtitution. Which 4s almoft as 
much, as 1s zf{#ally urged for the Divine 
Inftitzetion of the Lords day This was the 
current Argument of the Presbytcyi ans here» 
tofore , againlt the attempts of Judepen- 
deats to brea% theſe bounds, and to glean up 
menibers 1a others fields, no matter what di- 
ſtance, to Make up their Churches. Chur- 
cves and Citics in the Scripture, 
are commcnſurate. Was not 
the Church of Fcruſalem aud 
Corinth, ſo called trom the places. 

They ought, turther to think, , that 
the or #141 of (fu. h parvebial Churchcs, were 
laid in Reaſon, aud Scripture examples - 
though Ours were aTwally divided, lony 
lince ; and that our Pariſh borends, in the ge> 
neral interti2u and i{ccpe of thoſe that tirtt 


G 3 ap- 
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appointed them 3 notwithſtanding ſome er- 
rors which will alwayes happen in fuch 
publick caſes ) were made, upon the faid 
reaſonable and Scripture ground of co-habi- 
tation. 

They ought, alſo, to thizh , that though 
Prudence at firlt diſcerned the(e grounds, and 
accordingly fect thele bornds of parith Chur- 
ches3 yet, it was not the prudence of the 
People, but their Governours : who have not 
now left it in the peoples liberty or prudence, 
whether they will ordinarily keep the baunds 
or not» But have alſo bounded that vwlgpr 
extravagancy by the Laws both ot Ch:rch and 
State to the contrary . 

Yet again,they ought to think,that they owe 
obedience to their Governors in theſe laws; 
which obedience is certainly of Divine [uſtitu- 
zion, though Ican bardly find it in a} yur 
Books. 

You ought, laftly, to tþi4k , of the fear- 
fall conſequences of tearing thele hedges and 
ancient-bounds, and thereby making ixlers, 
or outlets, or both, to all kind ot {icentr ſncſs 
in Religion, and confufioa in the Church 3 
while you thus cxpole parochial Congrees- 
tions to the direfieſt means of their diſſulu- 
TION. 

O that you would lay to hcart thoſe ſe- 


riows words of Mr. Baxter, The Intereft of 
the 
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the Chrittian Proteſtant Religion in England 
mut be kept up, by keeping up as mueb of 
Truth, Picty, and K | papa as is poſſible in 
the pariſhChurches, his Defence of his Cure 
P- 39 

For the Lift word, that pariſh bounds are 
not nchange tble, 'tis acknowledged it 
the cauſe be juſt and Covent-garden be not 
Scoyſmatical,yet {till the Rule of co-babitation 
ought to be obſerved 3 and then our delign 1s 
halt ſpoiled. Eſpecially it we add, as we 
necds mult, that this chexgixg or altexin 3 of 
pariſh brunds, lies not in the pleaſure of pri- 
rate Pcrſons : 18 not to be attempted with- 
out the order of Supcriours, nor to the pre- 
judice of Gods pablick worſhip : wherein, it 
all :y4er be not quite turgotten, the prattice 
of the people ſhould not ordinarily exc-ed, 
that which the known Vion and C mmuini- 
ex of Pariſhes, in the fare Werlhip and 
Govermuent, and the comm Cuftome, and 
conſequently Allywaxce, ot the places intend- 
ed, will warrant : wherein Loxdon, pcihaps, 
it what you lay be true, may claim Lame pri- 
vikedgcs 
- &. C {aith, hc doth allow our P | 
P33 ci. Churches to be t: ue Conrcher, vil. 
Thoſe of them that have wie Minit rs, oth.r 
So that whcre thre ae 1 Nie 
where ti.ci: NA. init x is nut 
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true> there the Pariſhes are not 'Chur- 
ches. 

Tis likely ſome few ſmal places, eſpecial - 
ly Czres, have no ſetled Miniſters, but the 
Lary requires their Communion with their 
Mother-Church, of which, in a ſence, they 
are reckoned Members, it they are Cura- 
eres. 

And I hope there are fewcr falſe Miniſters 
than your charity ſuppoſeth. How far the 
p=ople are bound tocommunicate with ſuch 
as you call ;xtollerable, ſhall be examined in 
the next Chapter. 

But if this be all to be found at the bot- 
tom of your exceptions, as it ſcems to bz, 
why do not your Brethren, CO)?j1HC ther [re 
bour to ſuch deſtitute places 3 clpccially, it 
this be the great reaſon why thcy mujt 
preach. Atleatt their Charity ſhould icz them 
firſt provided tor. Sure their voices will 
hardly reach to them from « ztics, and Cor- 
porations, and places uſually furniſht well c- 
nough without them, though here they ge- 
nerally pitch their Taberna: le : you and they 
muſt think again and again , bctore you 
will be able to defend theſe praftices upun 


ſach principles. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIII. 


The People of England, Members of Parochial 
Churches. Objefions anſwered. Eſpecially 
that, from ſerving God bettere 


He People of England, generally are, or 

owght to ke C Mcmbers or Minijters ) of 
our parocyial Churches, and confcquently are 
boand to atttend upon the prblick worſhip 
of God in our Temples. 

Ordinarily : 1 mean, Tam not ſo ſtrict to 
think, that they ought never t2 be abſcnt, it 
they have reaſ5n, as the Statute intimates : 
or, that they may xerer go out of their own 
Pariſhes to hear a Sc mon : provided al wayes 
they keep within the boztnds of that latitude, 
which the Communion of Pariſh-Chnrches, 
and the cuitom of the place , as in London, 
it itbeſo there, as our Axſrcrer affirms, will 
warant, as I aid before. 

But that generally, the people are of the 
Pariſhes Churches and crdinarily ought to 
communicate with them, there is hardly any 
thing more evident in reaſon or ſence, and 
the judyerent of the No#-Conf ymijt-+. 

For they were baptized into thele particy- 
Ly Churches,as well as into the n2iverſeand 
the known L ws, both of Church 3nd State, 
oblige 
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oblige their Conſciences, to Communien 
with then. Bcſidcs, 1f thcy be not of the 
particular Church whcrein they live, they 
axe of yone : but their ordinary attending 
upon the publique worſhip as they gene- 
rally doe, or have done, concludcs them 
by thuir own conſext to lay nothing now, 
of the inconveniencies that tollow Jepera- 
zi0o# hiom thums an Argument not to be 
delpiled till it be better contidered and 
ccnlurcd. 

Mr. Baxtcr ſpeaks very well and home 
to the point thus © Hc that is a Member 
Ce ot the wniverſal Church , is ht to 
Che dry, *ÞE received into a particular 
>. 8g Church; and there wantcth no 

mors but Mutual c1nſe;itt ; and it he 
© have ſtatedly joined with a particular 
* Church , in ordinary Communion , Conſent 
hath becn manitcftcd , and he 1s a Mcmber 
of that particulay Church — Thus in Theſs. 
© Then he ſubjoincs 3 This is the common 
c:ſein England , the perlons who were bap- 
«© tized in Infancy ,were, at once , received 
© into the Vniveyſal Church, and into fomec 
Dar ticular Church, and have held Cemmu- 
* ion at Age with bath, XC. | 

In acalc loplain , ju the writings of tac 
Old Non-Coxformiſts, 1 thall only give you 
Mr. Baxters Teſtimony tor thum all , ctpc- 
: c:aily 
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cially finding an Emphaſis in his words, 
which are theſe. 

© Speaking to his Brethren , ſaith he, 
Defence much more ſhould you have endu- 
of his cure xcd {.ich,as the Non-Conformitts of 
14+ that agewhouſcd Pariſh Communt- 
0 and © pleaded tor it,avainit the S:peratiſts, 
{fir Sharper language than ever I uſcd, 
bas ther Books againſt Fubaſon and Cann 
' and Fra, and Ainſworth, do yet vitidly 
(declare. | | | 

Hence, it is, that worthy Non Contor- 
miſt Mr, Hilderſham , doth not only Judg 
it Lenfil, and a Duty to attend upon the 
Pariſh Congregation , but ufeth many Ar- 
guments againtt the Ordzxary eaving Our 
own Miniltcrs , to hear more ale 


kp1n the : | 
faurth of Ma othcr Parijhes : and tor 
John. , our coming reverently ard at tac 


beginning ot the Scrvices 

And Mr. Ba>tcy perſwadecth with my 
Arguments to Communion with the Par: 
Churches which he would xat have done, it 
he zd notthought 1t,not only to b.Liwtal, 
buta Daty, yea he fates expreſly , that to 
{m: it is a Duty to joine with foie Part 
Churches, in the Lords Sfpper three timei a 
year, Dctence of his Cure, fe 35. which he 
Jaith, hc proved b, (wenty Keatons, and 
by his own cxample avow'd in prebligueey "my 
115 


92 Non-Confozmids New 


his conſtant reſolation {o to do, he adds much 
weight to his/aidreaſons. | 

And to give my Anſwerer his due, in this, 
as he doth not deny the tr»th of moſt of onr 
Churches, fo he doth much per{wade, 
both by reaſox and his own exemple, to com- 
munion with them, and theret-re he be- 
lieveth ( as I believe of him ) that it is a 
Auty. 
But for the Presbyterians and 
on | m_ their judgement in the point be- 
P45 "43" fore 16603 It Mr. Carrey be 
heard at large. | 

Speaking againſt the Trdepenrdants ſepera- 
tion, ſaith he, <If they did not (appoſe them- 
< ſelves te be of ſome particular Church, it 
© was their Errour and their Faxlt; their 
'< Errowr becaule all the people of the Nation, 
© were conhn'd to that Church , where they 
{lived 3 and hable to cenſure for leaving that 
« Church, tor partaking of Ordinances 3 and 
the Miniſters for admitting them : their 
« fzult, becauſe they were bound by way of 
« Juty, both by the Liws of the Nation, and 
« alfo by the Law of God, to be of one or 0- 
* ther partzeular Congregation 3 meaning 
< paroc»ial. 
057g, | But what faith our Anſwerer againſt 

J*=* all this 2 he yieldeth much no doubt, 
p17 41+ where he faith, the ol4 Non-Con - 

| mi 
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miſts bold Lay communion with Pariſh Chur- 
ofivs ches lawful : and ſo d» we. But dil 
not they alſo hold it a duty : prove 
the contrary if you can. I challenge him to 
ſhew in any of them, one word ſignitying it 
lar:ful , to hold Communion with any 0ther 
ated Church in England, belides the paro- 
<1al, or that, ever they preach a in howſes, 
25 you 1afairly intimate, when the people 
ſhould be in the pariſh Church ; Or, that any 
learned Presbytcrian (aid ſo, bet-re 1660 : 
it not, what ſignifies all your new-coined di- 
tinftimms, Page 34, 35» 
Object. But in ſome places, WE Cannot pro» 
fir by the Minitter, 
arſw. Yeu may protit by the prayers: 
and Sacraments. The old Non-Conformiſts 
will not indure the objedtiop, againlt all, of 
againlt ary weak, if honelt Miniltcr. Let 
Mr. Kildcyſham*s reaſons againſt it be ex- 
aniin'd : faith he, Our Shame, our Sin, ana 
juſt cauſe of humbling tous, if we 
T " cannot profit by the meaneſt Mint- 
*59+ **** fler that God hath jent- And the 
poreer of the Miniſtry dependeth not on the ex” 
cellency of the Teachers gifts, but upon Gott 
bleſing : t! ough ſometimes be thinks people 
may go t0 hear other Miniſters of better gift:- 
Objcf. But ſorge Manilters' arc inzollcr- 


#ble. 
Anls. 
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Anſro. 1 grant the Nonu-Conformiſts, and 
particularly Mr. H-Iderſham, do a!l,w the 
people, in ſuch cafes, to go from their own 
Pariſh ; yet he puts in three Rules to the 
Caſc, thar it be done without »pen breach ox 
contempt to the Churches Order , without 
contempt of their owy Pattors, and without 
Scandal and offence to them and their peo- 
ple- 

But if no Miniftcrs be intolerable , but 
ſuch as our Anſwerer deicribes to be fo, I 
hope, there are but fer ſuch in our daycs; 
what ever there were in Mr. Hilderſhams 
fiMmCc. 

* By Intollerable, faith he, I mean 
1- *Snch as are i2orant of , or er- 
© roxcou3 againlt the Eſſentials of (C hriltiani- 
"ty. 2.Suchas arexyublc to teach them ©- 
©tncrs. 3+ Such as malignantly preach down 
© the practice of an Holy life , or ina word , 
© fuch whoſe Miniltcry really tendeth to dv 
© more bart than God. 

Thele arc Intollcrable indeed, and it there 
ſhould chance to be tound ove or two ſuch 
withina Province; I hope nut fo many, ) 
ſare, ſome duty we owe concerning them. 
But what's that ? in thc hirlt place, we are 
certainly bound to endeavour his amendment 
it that be not to be done, but he be tound z- 
exrable, he is the more #xtolierable, and our 
next 
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next duty - to endeavour to remove 
him. 

So far Mr. Brxters advice is whol- 
Cure of 


>, diy ſome and appoſite 3 uſc all yur dili- 
p 105. Lence to amend him : and if yu can- 

not dithat , uſe all your intereft to get 
him oxt,and get a better,indeed he adds, if you 
eannst do that,deliver your own ſrul from him 
by removing to a better, if you are free: he 
mes, if vine are not under the command of 0- 
thers , remove to another Pariſh, which none 
can Cxecpt anainite 

Bir all this while there is no room made 
for Seperatioz :; the Nox-Conformiits never 
allowed this, the Holy Scriptures as Mr, 
Baxtcy tells us . has not a word to that pur- 
poſe. 

Obj. But we are troubled again with 
his Left refre, which attempts us every 
where, your Churches are allowed , and 
communion with them, when we have no 
opportunity ta *do better: but to ferve God 
berter , we may leave your Churches and ga- 
ther others, 

Anſro.This heth pirkt up to my trou- 
ble two or three timcs alrcady 3 I will 
now give it ſuch a blow as I hope to-hear 
on't no More. 

1+ It we may not refuſe Communr- 
on with our own particrlar Church, 

| yhle 
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while we can do it without ſin: the only con- 
dilion allowed , by all that were pure New- 
Conformiſts z yea, and by the very Browniſts 
themſelves , then this pretence is vaine. But 
yAUgrant you may continue fuchCommunion 
with the Pariſh without lin , by .the tenour 
of the Objection. 7 

2. This Objc&ion, extends not only to 
the change ot the Miniſter , but of the 
very Wirſbip , the publique places of 2(- 
ſembling, and the parochial bounds of Chur- 
ches: which as in the nature and conſe- 
quence of the things themſelves are very 
dangerous, ſo thty were all quite contrary 
to the reaſon and praiſe of former Non- 
Conformifts. They might think , they had 
reaſon fometimes to do better, but they ne- 
ver meant it, in any way contrary to the 
publique Worſhip, and Aſſemblies 3 but only 
m ſome other Pariſh Church. 

3+*Tis in cfte& the ſame excuſe that the 
Brexeniſts had tor their ſept#ation, only , 
not quite fo conſiderable, ; they complained 
things were bad; and you would have thcm 
better z, and therefore ſeperate , as they did. 

5 « The very fame plea , that the Tudepen- 
gents uſed in other words, more plauſableto 
their purpole. Namely , pretence of dif- 
orders in the Church,and pretence of refor- 
mation , and yct more neer to the preſent 
Pre- 
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pretencg , that they might worſhip with 
purer worſhip , all which Mr. Camwdry: the 

| 20 - e Of 
Patron of Presbytery , bath taken notice © 
and an{wered to Dr. Owen. Boldly appeatl- 
ing the Dr. in the point, as I do my Au- 
ſwerer 11 bis words. 

I leave it to his own conlidera- 
tion, whether it be lawtul © tor 
* people that are Members of 
© true Churches as ours are acknowledged to 
(be. +, Upon ſome diſorders in a Church, 
© or pretence of Retorming thernſelves, to 
« ſeparate from that Church and to creCt a- 
*nother + when as they have done their du- 
{tyto rctorm it, in thoſe diſorders, not- 
© withgarding which they may without Sin 
* Communicate with that Church ? But ra- 
*ther to break true Churches into peices , 
* than to bear with ſome inconveniencies z 
* and I dchire a pretident of ſuch a practice 
*jn Scripture or Ftory , and as he faith fo 
*do I. 

But the pretcnce of worſhipiog God ber- 
ter, and therefore they may gather a purer 
Ind Schy: Church,out or a traeChurch the Pres- 
5. 158, Pyterian {cms to deride it as not wor- 

thy a {c:10us conſideration or an{wer 

is there faith he , any in{titztion of Chriſt, 
that they muſt gather members out of true 
Churches to make a purer Church , if ſoit be ? 
4+ Dut 


” 
* 
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4+ But the Sting is in the Tgil, gathering 
Churches out of cur Pariſhes, that they 
may ſerve God better , 15 an intollerable priv- 
ciple and pradiice 3 it plainly puts Raines jn- 
to the peoples hands, to Govern and reform 
themſelves, without their Biſhops or Paſt:r:: 
which, me-thinks, Mr. Baxter ſhould not 
like very well 3 and without the Civil-Ma- 
giſtrate, which the Presbytcrians could not 
endure. 

To Reform themſelves , I ſay, without 
the order of any kind of Governors, not on- 
ly in one ſingle Pariſh, but throughout the 
Kingdome : nor only to reform abulcs 1n 


Adminiſtrations but in the worſhip and Gover- | 


ment , yea even to the utter diſſulatioa 'f cur 
Church-ſtate,and the bounds and places of our 
P arochial congregations, 8 the {ctting up of 
other Churches,other Miniſters, and another 
Worſhip and Government throughout the 
Kingdome 3 fo far as this Rule takes. 

For the Rule, 1n its pradtical Nature and 
ule, is general. And 1t it be the duty of 
one,it 15 the duty. of another axd vt all,to wor- 
ſhip God better in this new way 3 and conlc- 
quently, all/arc bound to worlhip God better, 
and all muſt joine in thcle yew Congregations 
while the Biſhops and Miniſters and Temples 
are left uſclels, and there is no way whicl 
our A#ther can think of,to prevent & jtop this 
- deluge 
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deluge but the peoples prudence : and how 


likely that is todoit, let the wiſe conſider. 
Was ever Non-Conformiſt or Presbytcrian be- 
/ore, of this opinion or any one that was not 
a d»yn-right Sepcrati(t? 

Dr. Oren , having faid, that, if a man 
cannot prevail to have the Church feformed, 
he may dipole of himſelt, as to particular 
Church Communion , to his beſt advantaze:; 
one would think this was modeſtly ſpoken in 
comparilon, yet obſerve how the Prespyteri- 
a takes hum up. 

* This is 1iberali:y enough, and 
*Diator-like fpoken, does not 
* this open a door to all confaſio: 
* 31 Church 3214 State? And giveevery man 
* as wcllas any, liberty, it they judge any 
* thing amiſs in' C hurch or State , to turn 
* Reformcys, it Superior cannot, or Will not 
© reform it? 

* In a State or Nati. nal Church , as. that 
fot the Fewsz was it lawtul for a few men, 
* when State and Church were all corrupted, 
*togoand reform both, b2caule they that 
© had the porer iN their hand 2 cither cxuld 
*not or would not reform £ I think I may 
* lately ſay, this is @r Anabaptiſtical 
* Maniter principle at the bottom. Sq he, 

Bchdes, the rule hath run equally in it, 
againjk the Reformers themlelyes , every 

2 $264 
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Sed will plead the ſame liberty to ſerve God 
better , and as Mr. Baxter hath well Item'd 
ou , Separation wall ruine the 
A 4 $ Rs Churches themſelves, 
.Þ-50, ; 
(and not at all varie from their 
own light by which they aſcended unto ſepa- 
ration) it will admit of no conſiſtency : par- 
83cs will ariſe in the ſeparatcd Churches,and ſe- 
parate again from them till thcy arc diſſolved , 
as experience witneſſeth. 

But becauſe, my Author ſpeaks of gathe- 
ring Churches tor the firſt three hundred yeays 
aiter Chriſt, I ſhall not diſturb him by en- 
quiring ot of what Churches they were ga. 
thered, only ſhall give him a Presbiterians 
expoſiulation, and conclude this Chap- 
Crs 

*Will he call that a peaceable proceeding 
nd which is done without the Au- 
dep.further thority of the Chriſtian Civil Ma- 
P. 141, < oijtrate : and to the difturbance 

of all the Churches of the Nat: 


» © gfto 


< Were it granted,that in the firſt Conſtitu- 
© $504 of a Church people might by their own 
«© fee Conſent, join to walk together, &c: 15 
© this courle tollerable in ſetled Churches, to 
© the confuſion and overthrow of the very 
Conſtitution of our Churches ? 


CHAP. | 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The preſent prafice plain ſep ration , Objedi- 
ons by the Anſwerer conſidercd. 


He | reſent praftice of gathering Churches 
out of our Churches is ſeparation. 

Though our Churches arc tre Churches : 
and the perſins concerned,are or ought to be 
Members of them; yet do ency properly ſepar 
rate trom them. 

This is matter of Fa& cvident za it ſelf, 
and to the ſences of too many ocular Wit- 
neſſes. 

1. They dillike, or diſta/t, our Parochial 
CMmunions {oine, as Antichritizns ome, 
as corrupt » lome, as defe&ives and not ſs 
good , as they would have itz and ſome, 
perhaps, becauſe they like not our Minz- 


fters: and ſome, as he intimates tour Com- 


wunion , with their old ejected Paſtors, phat 
their jeveral reaſons are , ( tor they arctar 
trom bcing all of a min4,as he acknowledg- 
eth) we can but gueſs , but they do all diſlike 
our Communio 1,at lealtt, comparatively none 
can deny Or dew't this. 

H 3 2 + Upon 
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2. Upon this 4iſlike , Whatever the cauſe 
of it be, they do plainly forſake our Pariſh- 
Cburches,and publique worſhip.Now, we do 
nat ſay, that no9n-AGnal Crmmunin:, is Pro- 
perly Separation : yct all men ſay, that a x: 
H01HCTH2 Communion, Or denying to Com mus- 
nieate with any Church, much more ox: 
©H4, upon any d:ſlibr, or for any caulſc, x- 
cept ſin, 15 properly Separ.tzv and {chy{m:it 
15 not actually not communicating with a ty: 

| Charch,but YenOUmcing COMmuntan , 
In '.Schy/. [ & abs. Sine” "925 069 Rl 
p. 188, Pat; we think makes tne Shylma 
tick, tis this, in which Amcſius 
himlclt placcth the very formality 
ot Schyſm. 


Sehyſm 15 dirc&!y a breach of unity; as 
t1.7t 15 4 breach of charity, refuſing oO Com- 
municate with a truc Church, when I have 
opp rtuenity , elpecially, m y ow Church \ 154 
plain breach of b9zh : what ever my raft 
be, ſhort of $3::. 

3+ But thiraly, thcy perfect their Schylm 
and lcparation , by gatherings themſelucs 
wto other Congregations und:r othct 
Miners , and tor another mode of Worſhip 
than is allowed by our Church and Lars 3 
and thus become Anti=-churches, and to 
makc tus new Chrurch-State , as oppolite to 
ours, as may be, they gexcrally , met at the 
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ſame time that we do: & that,not only where 
the Pariſhes are ſuſpeFed, defeive in parts, 
tifts, graces or Admiaiſtrati ms : pauch lels 
intollerable, or where therc are n»ne atall, 
as was noted before, and in {uch places as 
they ſuppoſe to be {o z- provided : for we 
hcar nothing of their charity, but in places, 
where ncithcr theſe Miniſters nor their fol- 
lowers have the leait exception to the Puriſ- 
Miniſter « 

And thus, they ſcparate,not for ſometimes 
and tor {ome ordinances,but conftantly,o tor 
all ordinances : the Word, Prayers, and both 
Sacraments, aud that generally, in zl places 
near us, without any ſuch diltindtion of Mi- 
witcs or any thing cliez fo that though I 
have cnquired , Ican hear but of oe Mint- 
licr , withina very large compals that takes 
the liberty 'of Tzdulience, and doth not ſy 
abulcit. And I fear, they do lo generally 
throughout Exgland, it we may guels at 0- 
ther places by the pradice of thele ; Except 
your good cxample and advice have a better 
influcnce there, than here. 

For, I cannot but let you know, that your 
Camas are lo contrary to their purpoſes and 
praftiſes,, that I have lome reaton to believe, 
that our new Church gathercrs here about arc 
generally as much diſpleaſcd with the ras 
whereby you would bound their ex rava- 
H 4 gant 
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gant praQiſes, as they ſeem to be pleaſed 
with your Magiſterialneſs over me > 

And, by the way, give me leave to tell you, 
that ewo things eſpecially, T cannot take 
well at your hands. i. That you would in- 
ſinuate that ſuch as call themſclves Presbyte- 
rians , Which you ſay, are not ſo , you Nori 
them amongſt the reft of the Sets, which 
are for gathering of Church:s. 2. Thar you 
intimate, you knew their minds 3 and that 
they would not ſep.crate and gather Chur: 
ches in the manner we ſee, by (ad cxpericnce 
they generally do. 

For, I do acknowledge you ſufhciently 
diſcover,your own Tuclination, hopes.and de- 
ſires are otherwiſe than we hnd their practiſes: 
yea, you fcem to intimate their praftilcs to 
be otherwile : they have deceived yz as 
indeed, you did me: who an ſ{o:ry to find 
your pen imploy=d tor the Countexance , to 
{ay no more of Separztion and Schylm ijn 
the higheſt mealurc that this poorChurch ever 
yct experimented. 

Why do hear words to excuſe and alle- 
viate the Mattcr z when their decds declare 
the quite contrary to what you hope and in- 
timate? all your prop ſitions and purpolcs, 
can nevcr make tiiem either xct Presbitcyians 
or Seperatiits, unleſs, by thcir quitting their 
tormer Principles, they are ſunk into the 


numb.r 
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number of Independents : for it is hard to ſay 
which of the Congregations is moſt Conere- 
iti-nal. 

Obj. Yoſcem to wonder, p. 40. that I 
charged not your preaching before your in- 
dulgence , with Schyſm as well as now. 

Anſw. No doubt, it it were fo before, as 
we ſee it 1s fince, I might yet venture to do 
it, but, Sir, let me tell you ſomething , that 
I know will not be catic to you. In the City 
where [am a Preacher, there might , per- 
haps thirty Or forty ordiaarily meet by ſteal. b, 
and perhaps not at the ſame time of our 
publique worſhip, whereas, there are now 
ſix or ſe.vex alloned places 3 and perhaps , 
they may {hare three thouſand of our Mem- 
bers among them 3 that now, lo tar as we 
can judpe, totally /eparate ; yet 1 think ne- 
verany one ot them complained of the in- 
ability, infide/ity, or ſcandal of the Pariſh- 
Miniſters. Now when we {ce ſuch a T-yrext 
preparing to bear down all az Churches, I 
think, it is time to ſpeak, I would deliver 
my own ſoul , 1 I cannot ſave the Church 
from the evil begun. 

Speak in earneſt; Sir, if the matter be 
thus indced,js it not ſep.cration with FF" neſs. 
it you Willnot , let others (peak. 

Cawd. Indep. Tlie old Rule was the ſincere 
þ 161, 192, preaching of the IPod , aucl 
right 
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repht Adminiſtrati"n of Sacraments are th, 
Charatters of 2a true Church , which we ha- 
ving, and they ſeparating from us , how ſhall 
this Crime be named, but by Schyſm inthe 
vigheſt degrees 

And the rathcr docs this relate to Schyſm, 
in gathcring Churches. þ. 189. Becauſe they 
do not only depart themſelves, but draw off 0- 
thers alſo into a formed Faftion. 
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CHAP. XV. 


The preſent practice of Separation and gate 
ring Churches is cauſtleſs and unwart nt 1 
ble. Objections of the Anſwerer conſidercd, 

J j 


Ecauſe, it .is Separation from tr 
Churches , by ſach as arc, or oght 
10 be Aenbers, of thole trac Churches; 
both negatively, and puſuively, and total: 
ſo; and laſtly, which only remazas to b: 
proved , beczule it js both Kaſh and Un- 
ja, and without fuſkcicnt grounds of a- 
tence given by thele Churches. 
For it hath al Iready » 4 cared that {uch 
{cparation is ſinful and Scnyirn in the 
worſt {ence ot the word, when jt is Raf 
or Vajuſt , without ſuch g grounds only 1c- 
mains to be inew*n, that the preſent pra 
ori {4 
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iſe aforclaid , is both Raſh and Unjul. 

Fil, 1t 15, apparently a Raſh Sepa- 
r2tionz for thole that go from us, to thelc 
new Churches could not foreſee , or reaſona- 
bly imagine this Liberty now indulged, a 
eek, (it a day ) bctore the Declaration 
was publiſh't. 

And how ſudJcaly, thcy did upon 1t, 
prepare tor the work, and fſcparate to 
their new Copygreg :tt0ns and Grides, t1s too 
will known to jnlitt on ; and where 1s 
the man ( i4 one ſuch there be, let him 
COIRBC tort!) lo OW It ) nat ad viled with 
his Part Minwit.r about his departure , Or 
was fo civil ty take his fcave much lefs, 
{hew* > him any jt occaſt in of his {ofud- 


| j 1 . } =. > y 
UC ICLUINTION 3 Or Wat gave him the of - 


feace 10 te perſia or Adminiſtration of his 


Pz:torz Or 1a the Wrrſhip and Communion 
Ir Carocrſation of his fellow Memocrs , and 
moved or diipol:d him thereunto,b<torc he 
ad Acr ly cpcrate. Much lefs did heex- 
CICIIC any Þ.tieztce or long-ſuTeriag , 1 Or- 
cr tO [115 OWN Srtisfaftion or the Refurme- 
714 Of tne Church (of which he was a mem-+ 
ver Jin what he thought amiſs. 

E It (auch 1c paration 15 not Kath and tudden, 
If it tail not in the 4:te n223,:570 of Procecding, 
hew yeur Reaſoz, or clic bar the Cenſure 
21d charge of Schy{m, trom all found and 
p1dicions 
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judicious Caſiiſts , let the pretence or cauſe 
otherwiſe, be never ſo great and Juſt. 

Tadeed, they gcnerally gave up the&m- 
{clves, with all manner of dilligence, to 
obtain their Licenſes : tocontrive their How- 
ſes; to appoint th-1r meetings : conſpiring i1 
this, as appears by their pradtice , that 
they would hold their Aſſemblies, at the 
ſame hour with the parochial; the dire- 
eſt method they could imagine, to be oþ- 
poſite to us, yet, not ſo well conſidering, 
what might be the conſequencesz as one of 
the ſobere{t of their Miniſtcrs complained , 
who obſerved it 200 /2te, which had they had 
patience and wildome , hirlt to have con(ult- 
ed my Anſwerer , might in all likelyhood, 
in many places, at icalt have been happily pre- 
vented. 
2+ But, Alas ! this is not the Burthen of 
Epbraim their (cparation fails in the fory- 
dition and grounds of it, it is not accozun- 
table , upon any terms ot Charity, 7uſtice.or 
Chriſtian ſobricty : tirictly , the Churches, 
from which they {cpcrate , hath not given 
them any ſ#ch offexce , or cauſe of ottence 
ſufficient, tojuſtifie their (cperation,cither in 
truth or in the- judgment ot any, but them- 
ſelves : much lets, the o)d Noy-Conformiſts 
and Prerbyterians as Will loom appear 1n 
ull light. 


Our | 


: 


| 


U 


' catiſe 


h&m- 
e, to 
How- 
17 111 
that 
* the 
rect- 
6 op- 
18g, 
ne of 
cd , 
; had 
(ult- 
00d, 


Pre» 


n of 
JH » 
211 * 
e,0r 
es, 
ven 
nee 
rin 
Cm 


A ————_— 


Churches Sinful, 1<9 


+ Our A»ſwerer hath ſect you a hard Game 
to play , here for you muſt ſhew us ſuch 
reaſon why yon leave us, 4s will excaſe you 
from ſepcration , and yet juſtihe your gathe- 
red Churches. | 

Which, upon the ſuppoſitions already 
proved 3 that our Churches are true Chur- 
ches3 that you are or ought to be members 
of them , and tv continue im Communion 
with them, while you live in them, . 
if we have given you no juſt occation to dila, 
continue it,{eems to be a plain contradiction 
and your New Churches are no better than 
ſtated ſeperations- 

But, laying aſide all little infiguificant 
Artifices and modern evations , the queſtionin 
ſhort is this, - Whether we can have any juſt 
plea for ſeperation from any Church of which 
we are members , while we may communicate 
with it , without communion in fins The; 
negative hath appearcd , all ſet parties have. 
ſubſcribed the negative : and hardly any but 
your ſelves , cver queſtion'd it, it yet you do 
10. 

The Proteſt ants by the Papiſts,the Browniſts 
by the Puritans, the Anabaptiſt, Independents 
and Interpendent, by the Presbyterzan, are al} 
charged with Shyſm 3 and all without ſ{cru- 
ple , put cheir controverhies torbis Iſſue; it 


you that charge us with Schyſm, can prove 
that 
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that we may hold Communion witi yoy 
without ſning,we acknowledge the charge, 
therefore they allwaies detend their ſepe- 
ration , by chargeing ſj upon their Commu- 
ion from whom they ſeparated allo. On thc 
other hand , 'they endeavoured to make the 
charge of Schy{m upon thoſe that ſepera- 
ted, by anſwering the obje&zons of Sin, a- 
eainſ? their ſeveral Communions, {6 that on 
all [1dcs, this ſenſe of Schyſm, paflcd H}COMs 
wHled; and was never [ think difputcd ur 
doubted before, 1i it be ſonov! , and Dr. 
Ames hath put* it into the very Definitioz of 
Schylm : and makes 1t his great Rule, by 
which he anſwers the Caſes aboult it, 

But, to prevent miliakes, J- mult ſpeak 
with Cantion > by diſchntinuiny Communion, 
I ao not mean} only a not having 4 ual 
Communion with the Church , ter that may 
be 44volrnt ary,as when a man is excommuni- 
catcd\, or #eceſſitated by ſickneſs , or 1t you 
will have it added , by too great a multitude 
of -mcmbers : yea , it may cance to be v- 
luntary, yet not properly Schyſm , when we 
do not attend Gods worſhip , through xeg- 
le ot our Duty, and apr -phaneprinciplc: 
but of thele we {peak not here, 

By 4iſcontizuing our Communion, 1 mcan, 
a deaying Or retuting Communion with Our 
own Church upon any diſlike or diltalte ot 
its 
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its Worſhip, or Miniſter, or Members, Now 
whether this diftalie ariſe from fear of Com 
municatixg in {1,whcre there 15 nO juſt cauſe 
of, or without ſuch fear 3 {uch refuſing or 
denying Communion 15 Schyſm, yea,as Ames 
adviſcth, if there be. real evil in ſome 
part of Communiou 1n@a true Church, to 
depart farthcy trem it,then that evil requires, 
is Schyſm. So when there 15 no real or pre- 
tcndcd tinfulneſs in the Communion of our 
Church, and yet, we take diſlike and ſepe- 
rake, and zotally ſeperate, and gather our 
ſelves 1nto xew Congregations m oppol- 
tion thereunto,, who dare lay, this 1s no 
Schyſmn ? 

T13 not worth the queſtion, though you 
ſonic where make it , whether 3t be Schy(m 
t0 remwe our dwelling from one Pariſh #9 anos 
thr? Our civil neeefties may force us t61t, 
we held no fuch Matrimony , between'Pa- 
tor and Pe-ple , as ſume talk of ; but upon 


fair 0:calion,ether may remove. All Parzfhes 


arc in Conmunion together , and are of the 
gcncral Conttitution ot the Church of Eng- 
lad: by fuch a removal, you become a 
munber of axotber Pariſh Church,and are 
bound by the Laws of the Land, and by the 
Rule of cobabitation of membcrſhip to hold 
Communion with the Chuzch in which yore 
ire, you have fill real Commumion _ 
ihe 
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the former Church , not only in the ſ#b- 
ſtance, but mode of its Worſhip, and its ve- 
ry Conſtitution : but by removing to theſe 
New Churches, you. do not , you cannot 
ceaſe to b2 of a Pariſh at. all, nor ot a Paro- 
chial Church, without Schyſm from the 
Church in which yo#/ive; and from all the 
Parochial Churches in Exngl:ud; and from 
the Chaxrch of England it (clf. IT mean, un- 
leſs you can prove that ſomething is requi- 
red in our way of Worthip that you cannot 
joyn in witbozt ſinning. 

The queſtion is, to bring the point home, 
what fin is to be found in our Worſhip, 
wherein the people that Joy with us, mutt 
needs Commenicaic? It none can be tound 
we muſt write Schy/m upon your ſepcration 
and we cannot help it. 

Uſe no delatory pleas : blind us not with 
wide: dilccurſes about what is fit to be im- 
poſed , in order tO peace, Ofc. and about 
the dzty of Szperzors, that concern yore 111, 
or about the hard conditions of Conformity 
upon Miniſters , as ſuch: we are ſpeaking ot 
Lay-Communion , wherein all that are not in 
the place of Mixziſters ate to look to their 
Duty. And it there be any thing required 
of them.,in order to their Communion with 
us, that is indeed ſinful, fay what isit, and 
pak to the point. 
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In this Caſe ( Sir) be Fudge your felt, you 
expreſly acknowledge , that our Worſhip is 
act ſuch as no man may lawfully Communt- 
cattin : then , certainly you believe , that 
there is nothing init , that is really and ma- 
terialyevil, or cvil in it ſelf; for then no 
man might lawfully joyn in it ; but if it 
ſhould become evil accidentally , from the 
particular condition ot afy private man, 
l&t him remove that evil, and not commu a 
preater by Seferation: 

But pray (Sir) why do you ſcein thus to 
limit your kindneſs and charity to our Com- 
ruunion ! it it benot ſuch as noman, why 
Sit not fuech as all men, may Lawfuly Com- 
municatein? It you may lawtully Commu- 
nicate in ſome of our Churches ( as in ano+ 
ther place you ſpeak )why not in all? or why 
do you leave the people in ſuch diſtraftions ? 
have not all our Churches the ſame Ordz. 
nences ? our Miniſters the fame orders? have 
they not all the ſame matter, and the;very 
lire ode of Worſhip ? you do not think 
the worth of the Miniſter gots into the laws 
fulncſs ot our prayers and Sacraments : Or 
that we may yot joyn with the Liturgie 
that is not ſeconded with a good Sermon, I am 
lure you lay not the weight of your limita- 
tien upon the manners of the people; that's 
a principle you {cem to abhor ; neither can 

I you 
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you make uſe of any exception againſt the ' 


Dioceſan Church, where in all our Chur- 
ches are equally concerned, cxcept a few pe- 
euliars. 1 am ſorry, to ſay I know not 
what you mean until you beiter explain your 
{elf ,give me leave to underſtand you indef- 
nitely; eſpecially while you ſay,you do & will 
hold Communion with our own Pariſh- 
Churches your ſelf , and that you make it 
your buſineſs to adviſe and perſwade others 
allo, thcreunto, which I am very certain 
you would zot do, it you did not believe, 
not only , that our way of Worſhip is Law- 
fal i. e. not linful , butalſo Good 3 and that 
they in duty ought to attend it and Commu- 
nicate with us, in it. 

But, pray Sir, Why then do youp. 34. in- 
timate , as it ſome Pariſh-Churches did imp»ſe 
ſome things which God forbids? Indeed,when 
yon {peak ſcriouſly , you ſeem to reduce all 
the peoples exceptions in this kind, to the two 
known heads kxeeling at the Communion, 
and the Croſs at Baptiſm. 

1, For kneeling , you your (clt ſeem not 
only to allow, but to approve it, you alſo 
prediiſe it and * you know , Mr. Baxter 
ſpeaks handſomely for 1t , in his diſpute. 
Þ, 411» 

2. For the Sign of the Croſs, made at 
Baptiſm , this ingced js xequixed of the Mi- 


— 


nijter 
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niter 3 and *tis his peculiar part to do its and 
for ought Tknow , it is no more to the peo- 
than his wearing the Surpluſs, and it he 

nows it to be his dirty, why will you deny 
him his liberty to do it. Mr. Baxter teach- 
cth us, that in ſzch things , we ought tobe 
guided by cur Paſtors, which Is certainly re- 
quired z while they are only ſuſpc&ed, cr 

| at lcaſt they are not (0 certain , 
_— that they are ſinful ; as we are 

certain , that we ought to obey, as 
he reaſons well. 

Eſpecially , Signing with this Signe, be- 
ing the Miniſters own A, you may ven- 
fure to give him ſo much power, astodoit, 
withour offexce to you,or , {0 great offence , 
as tO cauſe you to ſeperate. Belides , it you 
cinnot be per{waded to like this one Aion, 
yet you muſt remember the Rule of mes, 
and ſ(cperate tor this,in othing elſe but what 
nceds all this trouble £ you have known 2 
way this zcx years, t6 anſwer this ſerple, 
by private Baptiſms : and you will know, 
how toſcrve your ſelves , in this of the Kings 
Declaration without my adzice but then, 
why ſhould you ſeperate , or gather into 
new Churches, tor that , which the Decla- 
ratiou removes without ſ#ch doings? why do 
you fur and dittrad& the Church , by killing 
a Gnat upen her forehead, with lo great 4 
firoke. I 2 Sx, 
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Sir , you intimate, p. 35. the Caſe 78 alte« 
red : but ſurely, not much as to this point 
betwixt us and the old Non-Conf1r miſts , yet 
you well know, all conformed with the 
prople in, and contended tor Lay Communi- 
*;t , againlt the Browniſts , yea, it is a wor- 
thy obſervation of (Mr. Baxter , that if 
thcre be any alteration, 'tis for the better 
ior the people, as he ingeniouſly ccnteſ- 
ictn and accounts. Take his words at 
IRITge, 
Defenceof Though , faith he, a 
Cure of ch, #nformity be to us another Wing 
div. p.55. (by reaſon of the xew impoſitions ) 
© than 1t was to our predeceſſors, yet, 
© to the people Conformity 1s the ſame, if not 
eaſier ( ſpecially to them that Tnow ſpeak 
<to) for it is the Lyturgy , Ceremonies,and 
« Miniſiry that moſt alienate them-—and the 
« Lyturgy is a little amexded as to them , by 
« the change of the Tranſlation , and ſome 
<little words, aad by feime longer Prayers, 
e and the Ceremonies are the fame, And thir- 
© ty years ago, there were many bare Rea- 
« ding,not preaching. Miniſters, tor oze that 
« there is noxp : therefore, our caſe of ſepe- 
© ration being the ſame , with that it was of 
©old, Itake it to be fully confuted by the 
« Antient Non-Contormiſis. 
* And I have ſo great a yeneration = 
tug 
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<the worthy N.mes (much more an eſtima- 
« tion of the reaſonings ) of Mr. Cartwright, 
© Egerton, Hilderſham, Nod, Ameſues, Parker, 
F Bains, Brightman, Ball, Bradſhaw, Paget , 
F Lanzlcy, Nils, Flering, and many other 
<ſach , that I fhall not think they knew not 
© why thcy choſe this ſubje&t and wrote 
© nice 2gainft Seperation than the Cofor- 
$ miſts did, Thus he hath given youa full 

wry of old Nox- Conformiſts , and their ver- 
dit againli Sepeyation from our Parochial 
Congregations, and our preſent way of 
worſhipping God : and faved me mach la- 


bouy in that particular. 


Cu — — —— — -> — — 
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CHAP. xvL 


Further proof that the practices Schyſm , by 
way of Reply to his ObjeAio ns againſt it. 


Ut for all this, gathering Chrrchbes is not 
|}, yer Who will fay fo beſides ? Re- 
fafizg our Communion, aud gatbering them- 


ſelves into diſtin Congregations , I am ſure 


was that which the o!d Nox-Confurmiſts 
wrate againſt , and called 1t Seperatioz,and 
though other things occurred by way of Ar- 
gument , this wasthe mair ſcope and bore 
the Burthen as their Dijputations, 

t 83 Pchdes 
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Befides , you cannot in earneſt accuſe our 
Communion with {4 , and what then can 
excuſe your leaving us and gathering, new 
Churcher;trom Seperation : according to the 
judgment of all but your ſelves, the Sepe- 
rati;ts themiclves not excepted , who, never 
that I ever heard of, ventured to queſtion 
the m2jor propoſition of this Argument,but 
denied the minor. 

Th:ſe which ſeperate from a true Church in 
whoſe Communion is nothing ſinful, are guilty 
of Schyſ-n. 

But you ſeperate from a true Church in 
whoſe Communion there is mithing ſin- 
fal. 

Therefore you are guilty of Schyſin. 

For all this, we may gather Churches and 
be neither Shyſcnatichs nor Seperatiſts, and 
we bavecight Reaſo5 to prove it, a whole 
cluſter of them.: we ſhall try their weight, 
elpecially . ſeeing they would bear us down 
in a point contrary : to the ſence of all man- 
kind z for new reaſons axe not alwaies 
beig. 

But they are clung together {o that we 
take ſeven of them at once, or they are 
ſpoiled. 

1- Tne Nox-Conformiſts, though they 
gather C,urches are no ſeperatiſts : tor they 
W1ll not pron!unce any of your F ariſh-Chur- 
ches 


" 
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ches Nuil, which have lawful Miniſters : 
not Nel by any mcans, but they will 
make them as void as they can, 

2+ They will not ſay, that your I/orſhip 
is fuch, as no m1 may lawfully communt- 
caiein, We arc beholding to you, perhaps 
ene Or two In a Nation, ſcarce 1na Pariſh, 
by your good will. 3. They ſhall hold 
that; Pariſh bounds are very convenient : 
they ſtill hold this, what ever elſe they 
have let flip— and none ordina- 
rily , but Pariſh»Mers, to be of the Church: 

but what Church ds you mean? the ol4 
or zerp , none of the Pariſh, it they can 
help it ſhall be ot che old, and as many 
out of the Pariſh, as they can draw 18 
tor ought I perceive ſhall be of the xew. 
4+ Tiey arediiven from the Pariſh-Mzni- 

ſtry againſt their 1/ily : and had rather hold 
their Ancient ſtations,& they will thankfully 
return when they have /eave. But muft they 
therctore break azcient boundiand ſpoil the 

P 2riſhes towhich they would return?and after 
they have taught the people to go aſtray, 
they arc net ſure they will return with 

a whittle. 7. they ſet not up the Church- 
Government ot the people over the Paſtors , 

but they diſſolve the government of the 

Parochial and Epiſcopal Paſtor, and teach 

the people by their countenaneing of ſepe- 

. I ;, rH 
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yation to deſpiſe and ſhake of both. $8. They 
defire nothing more than as neighbour 
Miniſters in love to carry on the 
Game work of Chriſt with us, and do no- 
thing lels. 

But what of all this ? therefore they are 
no ſeperatiſty: how ſo ,« becauſe, herein 
they difler in their prixciples from the old 
Sepcratilts z what then, if they are the 
ſame in that very pratiice that made them 
Seperatilts, ; 

I am much of the mind ill, that thoſe 
that are guilty of ſinful ſeperation are 
ſeperatiſts : and that thoſe that volunta- 
rily ſeperate from a true Church where they 
may communicate without fin, and gather 
Chxurches, im oppplition thereunto, are 
enilty of a finful ſeperation, do with your 
reaſons what you will. 

They may perhaps prove that the old 
Seperatiſts had ſome principles about theſe 
things worſe than the zew : but,under your 
favour , Ithinkit theſe ſeperate as ehey did 
and think themſelves they have not fo 
much to ſay az1inft our Churches as they 


of old did , their praiſe of ſeperation is the | 


worſe tor this, and not a whit the better. 
Now give me Jeave to bring forth my rea. 
ſon tov. Tis this 

It a great and real cauſe of ſeperation 
docs 
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does werrent and juſtifie it in all mens 
judgment but your own, the leſſer the cauſe 
of ſeperation is, the worſe it is, and the 
more {chy{matical; and conlequently where 
there is no real cauſe at all, *tis worſt of all. 
Therctore, I conceive the old Noan-Con- 
formiſts, as well as the late Presbyte- 
rians, firſt charged thoſe that ſeperated 
with theerror of the fa& viz. Seperation : 
and in the ſecond place , upon their rea- 
ſons given for their ſeperetion , from the 
Nullity of our Churches and Miniſtery,&c. 
they ſet themſelves upon the proofe and 
defence of them. but never took (uch their 
falſe opini-ms to be of the eſſence of their 
Sepcyations 3 but only as their weaſous and 
excuſes for their evil pradliſcs of Seperatt- 
ons. This ought to be heeded 3 and then © 
what becomes of your lump of reaſons? 
ſeaven of the eight, you ſee, are light and 
weigh very litfſe , if the matter againlt 


' them be weigtid alſo. 


But, what think you of the other ree- 
fon , the fixt in number ? truely that hath 
ſo great a $:nack, of the o'd ſiperation.and 


- ſelf-eſteem and admiration of their own way 


that we threw it ar>1y before as worle then 
none, when ever it came to our hands 
eſpecially in chpter 13+ 


If you ſuſpct us, take it 1nto your 
hand 
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hand , as*tis weſt and rubb'd and preſent- 
ed to you in the beſt mazner the Author 
can ſet it forth; he faith , they prefer their 
own manner of worſiping God as better than 
the Litnrgy in ther 0p31z0u ( no doubt of 
that) and therefore to be choſen when they may 
choofe ( but who hath given them this 11- 
berty ! and freed their Conlcicnces trom the 
obligation I know not , though they may 
fin uapuniſht ) but they account it not 
tne ory accept. avle wirſnip J But arc Pre- 
{cnt with yu 1 ſjirit, as tve great Ap tle 
was wit th: corrupt Corinthizus; but way 
only in ſpirit and not in body. 1124 like 
to have thought that Communion in /p3rit 
In. a bad worſhip , had been the more 
dangerous of the two, )- deliring a 
part in the praycrs of all true Chrittians 
in the World, and truely no more than weed, 
it by ſuch pradtifcs they ſeperate allmoit 
irom them a!!, and think to be juſtityed 
by {lch kid of Keaſons. 

But whotails not the ſmack of Browniſm 
and Doxatiſm here ? tor what is the mcan- 
ing of 1t but chat ozwr way of worſhip is not 
foe ved a 1S it thould be for certainly, theirs, 
is no betty than it ſhonls be 3 yet they mult 
;cave cours , tO Enjoy their 01,25 better 3 our 
way 15 ther: tore, defective, it not Corrupt. 
Vut, waercia i it defeFive more than yours? 
have 
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have not we as many Pſa/ms and Chapters 
rcad , as many Sacraments Adminittred , 
as many Serzzonus preached, as you, doth 
not the Pariſh Miniſter , generally pray 
before and after Sermon, as well as yours? 
and have we not the Common-prayer Over 
and above ?*where is our defe ? away with 
theſe pitiful ſhews inſtead of reaſonings- 
It we are corrupt in our worſhip, ſay ſo, if 
that be the reaſoz of your ſcperation, ſz ſo, 
and be Seperatifts indeed ſay plainly 'tis a 
purer worſhip and reformation that you lzave 
us for. 

But , let it be what it will, you your ſelf 
think our way acceptable to God 3 you joine 
with us in it; you per{wade others to lt: 
ſo that what defecis cr corruptions you find 
in it, cannot juſtz/fe their ſeperation trom us, 
in your opini2u , and I fee not, how you 
can avoid j%;z:ing with us inthis allo and 
tofay , they are Scbyſmaticks for ſo doing. 
Eſpccially ſ#ch Non-contormitts, whole 
Admizxiſtrations you ſuppole as bad as the 
Liturgy. P+ 16+ 

But you intimate oze difference more (for 
your {elf al-nc , I ſuppoſe )bctwixt yi and 
the Brownitts in another place, where you 
as , whether ſuch gathered Churches would 
be Schyſmatical if the Common pray?r were 
read in them? But, what is the reading, tic 
Come 
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Commun prayer to Seperation trom the 
Church? or ,why cannot you better hear 
it in the Temple; the ſz me mode of wor- 
fhip, is no excxſe, but an avgravation of 
#ivifion an leperation ; ſeeing they that 
wſe it, tay they izhezt 3 and ſohave no rea- 
fou trom the point of worſ,zp to forlake our 

, Communion. We have a Demozxſtration 
fron, the Churc> of Coriuth, who, had 
afl the ſame Apoftolical mode of worſhip , 
and yet are charged by the Apytle him- 
ſett,- with dirifions and Schyſm, 

Wherefore , though we ' take it kindly 
that you are moderate im your own prattice, 
and Jet the Wortd and your brethren know 
it, and propote your advice and examplc 
to your brethren fo ſeaſonably in it, I can- 
not but a little reflect upon thofe words of 
YOUrs Þ. 109. 

But, zucg9 Þ will not bind my ſelf ( take 
heed of thar) There tell the IVorld, ——if op- 
portunity el wonli ſometimes pray freely 
without forms, and ſometimes ule ſjme part 
of the Common Liturgy : and ſometime uſe the 
Reformed Litrrzy, which in 1600. was a+ 
greed on by Commiſſioned Non-Conformiſts , 
ths:h being doc in cxream haſt , it ſhould be 
re:iew'd and perfeticd. 

But why would you not uſe all theſe at 
#nc(*then *tis like ſome bidy would b: pleaſed. * 
In 
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In earneſt, muſt the Litwrgy eſtabliſhed by 
Lary, and ſolony practice, obtain no more 
with you, than the other two waics mentios 
ned ? Speak plain , were the Non-Contor+ 
milts then Commiſſioned for that purpoſe, to 
make a new Liturgy , as youdo more than 
intimate ? Really, me thinks, untill this 
wew one be amended , you ſhould preter our 
Liturgy , which was made by as good men , 
and with Jeſs baſte, and. more deliberati- 
ON, 

But you may have ſome pcenliar reaſon 
why you would honour this Reformed Litar- 
gy, as you call it, pray what is it? Becauſe 
it is new 2 or becauſe you are for change?or 
for a third reaſon yoz wot of ? Tndeed No- 
velty, Change, and Property are three great 
Argiments with fome men, that, are no 
{mall pretenders to Antiquity, Recſalntion;and 
ſilf-demal, 

But all this concerns not you : pray what 
are your reaſons for the ule of it ? you have 
told us nothing, of it yet , but its 3mperfedii- 
6s, and 1] do not hear oft any one hitherto 
that , from the worth and excellency ot it, 
hath been induced to praiſe it : your rea- 
{ons may poſſibly draw {ome one or other to 
joine with you in that ew Liturgy : In the 
niean time pardon me in the mention of an 
odd paſſage , I heard in the tires of our late 
Conte 
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Confufions 5 what Church are you of pray, 
C one askt another ) Iam, quoth he, of Mr. 
Barbers Church ? Mr. Baybers Church, a 
Church T have not heard of bcfore, pray 
how many members have you ? truely, faith 
he very gravely, we have none yet, but him 
and I; but we hope we thall have more. 


CHAP. XVII. 


More dire proof that this prafliſe is Sebyſm. 
With confidering the principles npou which 


they ſeperate. 


Li Shall fix my foot and prove more direQ- 
ly , that ſuch ſeperation without uſt 
ground, is plain Schyſm in all the Nutzon of 
Schylm we have hitherto received in the 
Church of God, without any ſuch confi- 
deration of the Browniſts principles, deny- 
ing the truth of the Churches or Miniſtcry, 
or lawfulneſs of the worfpip , trom which 
fuch ſcperation was made. 

1+ Firſt inthe Scriptures, Schyſm is con- 
demncd with dividing the Church into 
partzes, forſaking the Aſſembling of our ſelves 
together , leperating themſelves, drawing 
diſciples after them, creeping into Homſes , 
and leading. filly women Captive, and -_ 
me 
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likez without any ſuch thing, as cxeſftio- 
ning , much leſs denying the truth of thoſe 

Churches , Mini(tryor Worſhip, as 15 evident 

beyond all diſpute and toa plain Demon(trg- 
tion, in thoſe Schyſmaticks in the Church 

of Corinth : who kept in their publique Af- 

ſemblie: , and indeed preterred oze of their 
Miniſters in the ſame Church, before the re(t: 
but denied not any of them, except to bear 
them 3 and that was their Schyſm , though 

they complained not againſt either the Coxe- 
titution of their Church , or the corrwptions 
in 1t z which yet were great and many,both 
i Dorine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline , as is 

well known. 

Yea, though the Miniſters in Corinth, 
walked in love together , and carried on the 
ſame work of Chritt, as you pretend viith 
us , and made no ſuch attempts of dranung 
partites from their brethren, to themlclves, 
and had no hand ar all in the Schyſ2, that 
we read of, but the great Apujrle himiclt dif- 
Iikes and proteſts againlt it, bccaule only 
the people too much admired ſume, to the 
diſlike of othcrs of their Mzziters, they arc 
charged with Schyſm, as betore was no- 
ted, 

2+ Shortly after, we have an account of 
Scbiſm trom Ignatius, and what was it, but 
a not ewning oriubmiting to the Govern- 
mon. 
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ment of their proper Biſhsps and Paſt»rr, 
without any 1!] reflections or denials of their 
office , or the truth of their Chxrches, or any 
(uch thing. 

3. Next , weread of that great Schyſm 
both of the Ezfterz and Weſtern Churches, 
( for neither could be freed from the charge 
of it) about the time of the celebration of 
Eaſtcy , upon this ſizght occafion , without 
any of the ſaid Browniſtical principles, they 
ſeperated from, by refuſing Communion 
with one another, tor many years together; 
and though the occaſion was ſo very light, 
it is noted tor a great, yea therzforc,tor the 
great(r Schyſm in Chureb ſtory. 

4. After this, we read ot the Schyſm of 
Donatiſm : this, though it ſpread, and run 
very deep into Naughty , and much like to 
our later Seperation-principles about the 
Church at laftz yet at firſt 1t was occaſioned 
by a contention about thc Biſhoprick of Ce- 
etlianus , and therefore braxded with the 
name of Schyſm; eſpecially , when the Do- 
aatiſts much like our late Se&aries , refuſed 
Communion with the Church , becauſe cor- 
r#ptions were tollerated : contending that 
they were the only pure Chxrch and ſpoule of 
Chriſtzand this is little otherwiſe, than what 
at preſent is pretended , by ſach as would 
not be called Separatiſts, 

Jy The 
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5+ The 4 grouud of Schyſm obſerv- 

ed from Church ftory by Mr- 

q Tebge '' Hales, was generally * NG 

about Biſhops , as it is now with- 
out any Browniſtical principles. 

He notes , that at firſt there was but one 
Cathedral Church in one Dioceſs, afterwards, 
{ome had two ſome mere , and it happen'd 
many times , that theſe Cathedrals had di- 
tin Biſhops , and thele by their differences 
many times came to have diſtin Churches 2 
and theſe Churches retuſed to communicate ' 
with one anothet tor the lake of their Biſhops 
which was called $thyſm : though it was , 
no Browniſm i was a {cperation very liks to 
ours in our Pariſh-Churches, this was, faith 
St. Cyprian , Erigere altare contra Altare,and 
to this doth chat father impute (as Mr. Hales 
further obſerves ) all Church-diſcrders, and 
if you read him you would think he thought 
#0 0.ber Church-tumult to be Shyſm but 
LS 

Indeed , Schyſm is any unwarrantable 
breach of xnity in the Church of God; where 
vou find this, ; you tind Schyſm, let the 
occaſion be what it will, tisa ſinful praFice, 
dividing the Church, by oar ſelves or others 
and lies not in the yeaſox of that pradice, un- 
lels it be conſiderable tor the excuſe of it: as all 
Dirines conſent. 
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a Heare St. Auſtine, Schyſ- 

ontr Fauſt. l. 

20. £3. ty de 114 oft, &c. Schyſm is a late 
fid. CF oper.c. 3. diſſention or diſazreement of a 
(7 contr.Creſ.gr. Congregation ariſing from ſome 
"0 Diverſity in epinton 3 no mat- 
ter what it be. 

And again , more full to our purpoſe. 
Shyſmaticos facit non diverſa fides , ſed Com- 
munionss diſrupta focictas. Do you ask what 

Tr Schyſm? it iS uot adiffering Faith , but 
a breaking the fellowſhip ot Communion, 
which makes men Sehyſmaticks. 

Yet more plainly , Schyſmna ct cadem opi- 
niantem CF codemBitu utentem Solo Congrega- 
#ionis delefari diſidio. Schylin is, when a 
man, that profeſſeth the ſame faith and wor- 
hip, is delighted only with the difference of an 
Aſſembly or Congregation. You might have 
ad vitcd this Father a little bettcr, had he 
b:en now alive but, it ſeems, yozey objection 
was then urgcd by ſore that you are lvath to 
oOrn, 

And this ſame #0ti14 of Schyim kept its 
grozind in the Church trogm St. Auge to Be- 

24 4 UM2 9/1 Tud, ſive Sryogacia lt, 
&c.Scnyim or Divition, faith Bezs 
15 this, when mn are fo aadicied 
to ſome men «or to ſome outwardRites , tvat 
thoug) they do anrce in the chief points of 
Religion, yet the art efranged 02 mein minas, 
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| 
, ©::4 engage themſelves into parties and Fatti- 


ons. Thus Beza , and yet he paſſeth for a 
Presbyterian , and {odoth Mr. New comer, 
who ulcth all theſe places of Authority, to 
my very purpoſe, againſt the Zadependents , 
who would it ſeems , have excuſed their 
Schyſm frcm the Moderatian of their prin- 
ciples , and the ſoundneſs of their DoGrine, 
_ He, therefore ſhall be the next 
eW ComM+ . 
men.Sr. at Preabyterian that we ſhall pro- 
Pauls. duce for this 10tion of Schyl{m , 
14 not neceſſarily incluſrve of - the 
Browniſts rigid principles. | 
He tells us plainly , as I obſerved in my 
othey book , their bolding one bead and one 
faith with us doth not excuſe them from being 
guilty of breach of unity and down-right 
Schyſm, as long as they hold not one body, one 
Baptiſn.. AS it he had ſaid, let your prin- 
ciples be what they will, you are down- 
right Schyſmaticks while you ſeperate and 
break our unity, 


Ep to his Reſt 
printed 1669. 


As for Seperation, Mr. 
Baxter tells us, that the mzſ- 
chief of it lies not in the 
bare error of judgment , but in the unchri- 
ſtian and Church-diſolving divihion , 
and Alienation which thence tollow- 
etl. 
Yea , let 115 know the man that did ever 
R 2 direct- 
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dire&ly or by any clear conſequence to be 
drawn from his words, print ſuch a Notion 
of Schyſm, as includes the Browniſts rigid 
principles about our Churches, &c. in the 
Nature of it. Examine Cameron , Ames, 
Hales, Brinſly, and if any others be dearer 
to you, and ſee , whether their definitions 
take in any ſuch thing z or can bear ſuch ay 
expoſition , as you would put upon them. Sec 
how Mr. Cawdreyand the Loudon Miniſters, 
at Sion-Colledg deal with the Independents 
in the point; and whether you cau pollibly 
perſwade your felf, to continue in the be- 
leif, that for the reaſoxs you have alledged, 
the Non-Conformiſts may gather Churches and 
not be Seperatiſts in the judgment of 'the 
Presbyterians , before the year 1660.01 
any of the old Nox-Conformifts : you may 
ſee their Judgment in general by a few 
quotations oyt of their writings, 


P, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Teſtimonies of Non-Conformits for the 
ſame, 


ve me leave touſher in this worthy ver- 

| dit, with an Argument after your 
own mode. 

I will undertake to prove , that the Non- 

Conformiſts , both Ancient and Modern, before 

1660. held, gathering Churches out of our 


Churches unlawful and Schy{matical, and 


that abſolutely , without any reference to 
the prixciples upon which itis don, much 
leſs the Browniſtical. 

Do you prove afterwards , if it be pofli- 
ble, that they ſuppoſed your New diſtin- 
ons and evalions, or that they , at any 
time Jet words drop from them ſignifying 
an allowance of Seperatiou from our Chur- 
ches and ſetting up new ones, upon ſuch 
weak grounds as you ſtand upon. 

Mr. Bal! I had mentioned in 
my laſt, as one of the old / wr:- 
tans, that had wrote for Communion 
with ozr Parochial Congregations 3 you rell 
KR 3 me 


Mr. BalL 
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' me ſubtilly,, that he ſpeaks not againſt Non- 


Conformilts preaching, and thats an Anſwer. 
But I muſt now add,that,that grearNoncon- 
#-,:miſt doth not plead for our Communion 
as /awful, but ina ſort xeceſſary 3 and that 
t© ſeperate from us is a. ſinfull Seperati- 
"50 


Zp to his 1. He telleth you wwndly, that 


vol. Friendly J#cÞ Seperation 1s the Wound of 


Tryal. the Church, yea , who- 
F loever ſeperateth from the body of 
2he Church ſeperateth from Chriſt in that re- 
ſped. Voluntary Seperation from the 
Lords Table, and the Prayers ( he reckoned 
upon more than bearing Sermoxs )) of the 
Congregation, what is but a willing Excom- 
Inunicating of our ſelves from the viſible tokens 
of the Lords preſence and love is it not 
a greater fit in Mcm vers to deprive themſelves 
C thenin the Church Governors to deprive 0- 
zbers ) of the ſame Communion for ſmall occa- 
fioas? you lee he makes the ſmalyeſs of the 
occaſion of Seperation to be Emphaſis and 


 Aggravation of it. 


Again more ſmartly in his Anſwer to Carne 
Epiſtle Thus, * Seperation from the true 
Churches of Chriſt, his Miniſte- 

©ry and Worſhip ( of which fort I ſhall 
© prove that to be by the word of God, for 
* which I plead) meaning the Church ot Ex- 
$62 | aland 
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©oland) tendeth not to the overthrow of 
© Anti-Chrift, but to the Kenting of the 
Church, the diſgrace of Religion, the 
« Advancerreat of Prids, Schyſm;Contenti- 
« on, the offence of the weak ,. the griet of 
© the Godly, who be better ſetled, the hard- 
*ning of the Wicked, and the Recavery or 
* riling again of Anti-Chriſt. 
2. Let worthy Mr, Hilderſham lay down 
Hildelſhem men his grave and weighty gune 
4. Fob. p. 149. clcarly and boldly » and: I1kc 
himſelt. *tis this 5 Tbaſe: Al- 
{cmblics that enjoy the Word and LF oftrine 
of Salvation 3 though they have many. Cor- 
ruptions remaining m them., are to be ac- 
knowledged the true Churches of . God., 
and ſuch as none of the faithful may, make 
Separation from. ( He wilLnat allow yau, 
upon pretence of purity and ſerviag, Gog 
better in” your. way, to ſeperate and gather 
Churches., not any one, none of the fuuthjael) 
he procecds to prove it largely: and ut may 
be well known how ſcyerc he1s , againki the 
faithful , that will ordzaarily leave their ho- 
neſt Miniſter, to hear thoſe that are mor c 
able : upen pretences ct profiting better by 
them : which is yct the byjt ple the preſent 
Separation hath tor it {clt, 
2+ *M.C ilvin pc 1k$20 the 
© point With no mean Ante 
RN 4 ty 


Calvin Inſti It. 4. 
G6 1ſeft.g,10.12, 
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i * Goſpel s purely preached , and the $xcra: 
© ments Adminitired according to the Iſtz- 
© tution of Chriſt ;there 15 the Church of God. 

- There appears neither a deceztful nor 

«Tra face of a Church, of which no 
© man may either deſpiſe the Authority, or 

Tefuſc the Admonition 3 or reliſt the Counſel; 

© or mock at the Corredions 3 much lels de- 

© part from it , breaks in ſunder the Unity 

© of it, and g0 unpuniſhed, 

«For the Lord (0 highly eſteems the Com- 

© 92u#301 Of the Church , that he counts him 
© for a Traiterous run-away, and forſaken of 

6 Religion : 3 Whoſoever (hall ſtubburnly en 

< trauge himſclt from any Chriſtian fellow- 

< ſhip, ſo that it be ſzch a one as hath the 

*wrue Miniſtry of the word and Sacra- 
© Ments« 

© The fellowſhip of ſuch a Church, is not 
< tobe caſt off; although it ſwarm full of 
< faults, though there be faults in the Ad- 
< miniſtration , either of Do&rixe, or of the 
© Sacraments 3 yet we ought not to ctrange 
< our {c]ves from the Communion of it : for 
<all the Articles be not of one ſort : and 
< therefore tor every light deſſention we 
ought not raſhly to forlake the Church. 

#\ The value which our Exgleſh Presby- 
terlans juſt betore the Wars, had of our 

Chnrch 


© rity. He tells us, that whereſoever the. 
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<a. Church and its lay-Com- 
niſters in Old Ens 77991101 15 not zmpertinent 
pland, to their but very conſiderable : to- 
brethren in new E. gcther{ with the Cenfwre 
pub by Mr.” Aſh, they thien paſs'd upon ſuch 
{6 1643, aSrefuſed it- 
© They fpeak to their brethren in New 
England thus, if we deny Communion 
* with (iich 2 Church as oxrs; there hath been 
* xo Ghurch theſe 1 400 years , with which 
* a Chriſtian might lawfully joige. Nay , 
* that if ſuch ſcruples as are now in your 
* heads may take place, it will be anlaw- 
'ful to hold Communion with any ſociety 
#yder Heaven. ; | 
Gifford Print- 5-Mr. Gifford an old Non- 
ed 1599, '* * Conformiſt, wrote a book 

calld a pliin Declaration 3 
wherein he doth- not vindicate every thing 
inour Church 3 but that there is no ſuffici- 
ent Cauſe cf ſeperation 3 Complains thus, 
* {ome are proceeded to this that they will 
*come to the Aﬀemblics to hear Sermons 
* and the Prayers of the Preacher but -not 
* tothe prayers of the Book, z which I take to 
©beza more grievors fin than many do ſup- 
© pole.But yet this is not the worlt; for ſ# 4- 
* dry are gon farther; and faln into a damna- 
© ble Schy/mz and the ſame ſo mugh the more 
* fearftel and dangerous , in that many do 
* 2118 
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© zot fee the foulneſs of itz but rather hold 
© themas Godly Chriſtians 3 and' but a little 
over-{hot in ſome matters. | 
6+ We come now. to review the Teſtimo- 
nies: we gave in our laſt, from the late Pref- 
biterian Controverſie with the Independents: 
we pitcht upon ſome words of the Provin- 
cial Aſſtmbly in London : and the Argument 
ſent to the Aſſembly of Divines by the Lon- 
don Minifters from $104 Colledge , twacmi- 
vent 5:dzes of known Presbyterians. And 
we yet ſee no reaſon to jadg , but their 
words and Arguments arc very dzredt and 
full to the purpole z eſpecially conlidering , 
the moſt pittiful ſhifts of our Anſwerer as 
boutthem. '' © = | 
Jus divin ' Asto the words, in the Divine 
Ree. Bccl, Tight of Prerbytery, be faith, that 
book was ſuppoſed to be penn'd 
by Dr Roberts now. a Conformiſt. But what 
doth he mean ? was he a. Conformilt then 2 
or doth not the book plead for the Presbyvc- 
ry, and its Fus Divinum? and in the {ame 
ſence by which he himſelf dehnesa Presbyte- 
rian? yea, wasit not owned by , and pub- 
liſhed under the name of the provincial Aſ- 
ſembly of Presbyserians? and what matter is 
it then who pen dit? the like dealing you 
uſe about Mr- Trapp : you ſay he is a Confor- 
miſt, what then? hath he not given a juſt 
: | account 
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account of the book written. by the London 
Miniſters , asI ſaid he did ? their reaſons 


alledged by me, were alledged by a Confor- 


miſt : yet they arc theirs ftill. What manner 
of an{wering is this? It were not pardona- 
ble with Jome Adverſaries , but you are faln 
into merciful hands.  * 

The Authority of the perſons then is clear: 
the words1 cited otit of the preface to that 
book called , Fus Divinum regiminis Eecleſi- 
aſtici, wcre theſe , Parochial Churcherare re- 
ceived as irue viſible Chuyches of Chriſt , and 
moſt convenient for cdification : gathering 
Churebes out of Churches hath no footſteps in 
Scripture : is contrary to Apoſtolical pradlice: 
zs the ſcattering" of Churches, the Daughter of 
Schyſm : the Mother of Confuſion and the ſtep- 
Mother of edification. * | 

Obſerve , they condemn gathering Chur- 
ches out of our Churches : abſolutely , and 
without any reſpet to the principles upon 
which it was done Þ articularly , they call it 
the Daughter of Schyſm , ſeperation 1n order 
unto the gathering ot Churches being Schyſne 
it (elf, in the then Presbyterzan Opint- 
ON. 

: The Arguments , Ttook out f 
Sron-Coll. (he Letter of the London Miniſters 
to the Aſſembly were thele, the Independents 
are guil y of Schyſm. 1. Pecaulg they re- 

faſe 
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fuſe Communion with our Churches in the 
Sacraments» 2+ They ered ſeperate Congre- 
getions under a ſeperate undiſcovered Go- 
vernment 3 never charging them with any 
Browniſtical principles, but the fat it (elf , 
an undoubted proof of what they under- 
took to prove. 

Again to the ſame purpoſe , they charze 
them with three great Scandals, how you 
will avoid either of them I cannot Devine, 
Y. That they ſeperated from the true Church 
2+ That they endeavoured by drawing Mem- 
bers out of it to make up their ſeperate Chur- 
ches, to weaken and diminiſh the Church, 
3. That they endeavoured to get a warrant 
to authorize both ,'viz. by a Toleration : and 
this, ſay they , we think to be plainly un: 
Laroful. | 

Now, hereupon, Iam bold to challenge 
our Anſwerer , or any one elſe , to prove 
clearly , that any one Emincnt Presbyterian 
before 1660+ was nct utterly againſt all the 
three , againſt ſuch ſeperation, ſuch gathey- 
ing Churches , and ſuch Toler:tion. Con- 
vince meif you can : but not by telling me 
theyare now for them al/. That they would 
Tolerate , things Tolerable, that is gathering 
Churches : and perſons Tolerable , that 1s 
Presbyterians , as you ſpeak very intell;1i- 
bly. # 

But 


_ _—_— 
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But no wonder, they are chang'd in 

their thoughts of theſe things : the caſe is 
Alter'd, as you hint. 

True, there are ſome new impoſitions upon 

Miniſterial Comformity z but other Alterati- 

ons render our Lay-Communion more eafily 


than it was before the wars, when the Preſ- 


byterian denied it notz as was noted out of 
Mr. Baxter before > who alſo affures us that 

he never heard of five N-u-Confor- 
m—_ o miſts, belides the five diſſenting 
Þ. 13s brethren in the Aſſembly at Welt- 

minſter, hz means , they confor- 
med as Miniſters of the Church of England 
before they fate there. 

However , that Churches may not be ga- 
thered out of Churebes is aflerted not as a 
Temporary truth , but moral; depending 
upon the Natxre of a Church which »cver 
alters ; or givesany occaſion of change , in 
the judgment, about this point. 

The Books of Mr. Cawdrey, 
* that Captain in the Presbyterian. 
Army againſt Dr. Owen, and the Indepen- 
dents, challenge you all- We may, ſaith he, 
© prove them to be Schyſmatical. 1. by a vo- 
* luntary Seperation trom true Churches 
* with whom we dare ſay , they may Com- 
© municate pwithout ſix, and ſocon lequently , 
« cauſ-lefly rending the body of Chriſt, 2 rh 

cheir 
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© their renoumncing Communion with us , to 
ledep, farther ft up a Church of ano- 
provdSchyſp,73,74 ther conſtitution 3 and fo 
* condemning ourChurches 
© zpſofado, 2s no truely conſtituted Churches. 
Mark , condenriing our Churches ipſo fatto. 
Their very Af is enough 3 whether they «- 
vow 1uch prixciples or not: and cone: 
quently , what cver you pretend to the con- 
trary your very departure from ns, and ma- 
king xew Churches, does of it ſelf condemn 
you of Schyſm. | 
| | He concludes his firſt book 
Joſs ga bravely, they, faith he , that 
chyſm, i” os : , 
| riſe differences in them 2. e. 
<inour Churches : and draw diſciples from 
© them and rexounce Commitnion with them , 
© ſay what they pleaſe or can to the contrary 
©xre Schyſmaticks quod erat demonſtran- 
© dum. Ns, 
I only aflume, that generally the Nox- 
Conformiſts make differences in our Churches, 
draw Diſciplcs from them, and renounce 
Communion with them , qz2d ct demoxſtra- 
tum,And nowT beg leave of my Anſwerer to 
conclude with the words in my laſt, that1ſo 
much offended him ; that I am fare the 
Presbyteriavs, (if they walk bythe princt- 
ples of their 'Fathers betore the Kings re- 
turn) I am{ure, Ifay, that they have #» 
reaſor 
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. reaſon to engage ina way of publique worſhip, 


contradiſtini t9 our Parochial Congregati- 
ON, 


The Iſſue of the travers, ſaith 
of Schylm, Mr. Brinſley, is no more but 
Pp. 95 * this. It there be amongſt us, a 
« Sepcration from a true Church , and that 
© both voluntary and unwarrantable| as the 
* preſent practice ot gathering Churches by 
© the Presbyterians is ] (which I uppole the 
© evidences given in,have {ufhciently cvifted )) 
© then muſt we give {cntence , that there is 
© more then either crimen Hominis , Or a19- 
© men criminis , no lefs than a Schyſm for- 
* mally and properly lo called, | 


—_ —— 


CHAP. XXI- 


Gathcring of Chur-hes ought net to be prafti- 
ſed, as now it is, either, in Conſcience, or 
prudence. Objections anſwerea, 


Et, we are not ata full Agreement: 1s 
leems every where, to take 15 for 
granted , that , weare now, at perfed 1:- 
berty, to gather new Churches or not, which, 
by no means, I allow, while my principles 
tiand wndemoliſh*t : Such as theſe. 
That our Church of Englaxd 1s a true 
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Church that our parocht al Congregation rare 
true Churches that the people of England 
are generally, Members of this Church and 
Churcher,or at leaſt ozeght (o tobe. That they 
Iawfully may, and conſ{cquently are, in 
Duty and Conſcience bound to Communicate 
with them: And theretore , tor them to 
Seperate, and to gather themſelves into new 
Congregations, of axother conſtitution, 15 
plainly finfl and Schylmatical. 
Upon the premiſes, Idoe conclude, that 
Conſcience ought hrft to be contulted in ths 
caſe : and the many obligations thereof, ct. 
fectually and zotally removed, before you can 
make it a matter of zxdifferency in it (elt,and 
of more Chriſtian prudence pro hic & unnc, as 
you ſeem to athim. 
Our Obligatin to this Communion falls 
many wayes upon us : from our Relating 
to the Church ; the lars of cobabitatizy of 
Church-Members, the Laws ot the Kiyg- 
dome, and the Iz continucd practice of 

| this Church; none of all which, are in the 
leaſt touched, much lcls Altered or Repeald 
by the Declaration of Indulgences 

Beſides , the many expreſs Scriptures 2- 

gainlt our forſaving our( wouted_) Aſſemblies. 

Seperating or ſelves, making parties and di- 

vilions in the Church : having our Teach- 

ers in too much Admiration, and heaping 
: them 
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them up toour ſelves, and receiving the fazth 
with reſpþed of perſons : and drawing Diſci- 
ples after us , -1n all which , both the pre- 
ſent caſe, and the ſeveral Conſciences of the 
No#-corfomiſts, whether Preachers or people, 
are in my opinion, not lightly concerned 
Shake of the Bxrthen as well as you can, 
Until th:ſe things be better anſwered, I 
muſt add here 3 that the caſe is of weight in 
P int of Conſcience » dS well as prudence : and 
that gathering Churches , as now youdo, is 
a breach of the Laws both of God and Mans 
a Sz againit our Church 1n her Rigbt,in our 
perſons and fellowſhip : both with reſpect to 
ur Paſtors and Brethrex- and a plain breach 
ef our Covenant with them all, a breach of 
the Churches Vazty, aud Order, and Axcicut 
bounds and Cuſtoms, and in the Teachers that 
draw away our pcople, belides all that hath 
becn ſaid, a plain robbing of God, the Churcin 
and Our By:thcr. To conclude, it the Laws 
ot Picty, Fujtice, Temperance , or Charity, 
can reach the Conſcience, every one of winch 
are violated by this gathering of Churches,the 
cale 15 not a work of meer Chriſtian prudence, 
and to be determined only comparing the good 
and evil conſequents # F'Zeboer, US youu 
lay Þ. 21» 
But fuppoling my. fourdations to ſtand 
firm , an.| Conſcience in the point well jcct- 
b red: 
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red: We may parly a little upon it in 
point of predence : eſpecially , fccing, you 
afhrm p. 21+ that,he that threugh imprudence 
mijsxageth cither w:y doth ſin. Moreover 
you contels, that the caſt # now of ſ5 great 
m:me:t,that n» Minijtcr ſh ld raſh 'y determine 
it for bi ſelf, p. 20. nor upon thedehires ot 
ſoine of the pezple only 3 but ſhould conſult 
with wiſe and ſober mcn that are zmpartisl, 
but, it the cafc bc ſo difficult tor the Keaders, 
who you lay, mujt preach , how difficult 1s 
the caſe for the pevple? for it iS, no where 
ſaid, thcy muſt ſeperate, and leave xs to 
hear you, yea, your ſelf teach the contrary. 

You ltate your xice Caſe,thus,p. 17,1 8.whe- 
* ther 1n competent pariſhes , vihich have Able 
© and Godly cor f,rmable Miniſters , the obli- 
© oation to hold Union and Communion with 
© the pariſh-Churchz or the obligati-# to exer- 
*cife a more regular way of Church-Diſct- 
* plin and worſhip , than the Pariſh-Churcbes 
*do or will do, ſhould be judged the more 
* prevalentz and conſequently, whethcr 
© they ſhou'd gather C: arches out of Chur- 
© ches in this ? 

A Cale 12 ſo difficalt,as you ſeem to mate 
it, if there be as you have heard , fo mucin 
obligation upon Conſcience to the forme 
part of it touching Communion with us: and 
none at all lett, tor their poberiag Chee 

h | ot 
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for the ends atligned by you, for they 
cah neither leave #s without fins nor gather 
Churches without fin; as, we hope it hath 
appeared. 

Your opinion is given upon a double ſup- 
pofirion , and both ot them falſe 1. That 
the cale is indifferent 3 cr, at leaſt, the obli- 

ation to both, ſo equal, as, that it is tobe 
weighed ozly by prudence. 2. That it is law- 
ful and a duty to be a Member of ſuch a Par 
riſþ-Charch (only ) when we can have and. do 
no better | z. &. in our own opir.ion | and that 
when we coax , we have liberty to forſakg our 
own Church , though , I contels yo.ur expli- 
cation of having or doixg better , hath ſome 


tendency to a right determination of this 


great point, viz : you lay, we cannot bave 
or d1 better, when it cannot be without a grea- 
ter hurt t» the publique intereſt of the Goſpel , 
the Churcb,aad the ſuuls of men, then. the be> 
nent to us and others is like to countervail.But 
I multadd( as the cale requires, eſpecially, 
when that bencjit , caunot be had without fin- 
ting our ſelves, and drawing others to. fix 
with us by our eadeavonrs, Scandal, and ex- 
ample; winch , I think, we too plainly and 
manifeſtly do, by gathering Churches. 

Now give me leave, to make a ſwppoſitiony 
and I (hall immediately take the Scale and 
weigh the conſquents , as you lay, on both 
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which you call the difficult oze, is the very 
caſt with molt Nonu-Confirmiſts, who do 
now gather Churches , tor as our Pariſh- 
Miniſters are generally, more Tolerable.then 
you ſcemto allow them ; ſo , eſpecially are 
they of the better ſort , and trucly able, and 
Godly, and our Pariſhes, in your own lenle, 
competent enough, where, for the mot 
part , they have hitherto ſet about this 
new experiment, which , it ſeems , renders 
the caſe ſo difficu/t 1n your own opinion , 
that , I fear, you will have cauſe enough to 
cenſure the raſhneſ; ot their unadviſed uader- 
taking of it. 

But now to the Scales, wheria we mult 
weigh. 1- The Benefits to be hoped. 2. 
The evils to be tearcd, will tollow ſuch ga- 
thering Churches, 

You pitch upon three great Benefits. 7. 
The pleafing of God ( when we know it 35 bis 
will )and the profit of mens ſouls by the molt 
regular manner of diſcipline and IYorſhip. 
{ But be ſure you know it zs his Wl! | you 
your feltmake it very difficult to know this , 
, even forthe Teachers > how much more for 

the people. The ſame Argument will put us 
upon the Retormation oft the State. too, 
when we know 1t 15 Gods will. This we 
know to be Gods will; that we ſerve God 
a 


ſides. © My ſuppoſition is, that this caſe. 


iſe. 
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the. beſt wc can in ory places : that we move © 
tora Reforma in in a peaceable and regular 
way, that we preſerve the unity and Com- 
munjon-of the Church, That we ory ozer Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical G:vrrzors : thel': things 
we know to be Gods will: and we'know 
that he is not the God »f Confuſion , but of 
order in his Churches; and what- tends to 
diſordcr and contuſion , we know it is ot 
Gods will z but how we ſhall know that it 
1s his will we (ſhould reform the Church p- 
01 0itr own heads ; and theretorc Sepcr ate 
fron true Churches and g1ther Churches, in 
ordcr tO bitter Worſhip ind dilcipline, if fo it 
prove; this we know x:t- 

The ſecond Benefit, 4s the (citing uþ an 
mitable Exmple f 142 bt Diſcipline, 2nd ware 


1p to other Churches ze. Setting up a' Stan - 


dir4 with the former Narrative of the 
grounds ot the Var. Bat he adc, (cvercly, 
then wie to them th. tt ſet up a w' aſe. And, in 
your Conſcience, is not this woe likely tobe 
gencrall? how many hyxdred years hath our 
Diſcipline bzen expoled to examimaticn, and 
for the {ubltance of it, waat part can "yy 
it (of, find fault with this? are the ſport 
Cornfels of Our xc Retormers likely | tO 
mend 1t? bilides, how will you « do, that 
are tor FEpiſcopacy? you will not regulate 
that by having zone or by making other Bi- 

3 ſhops 
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ſhops T hope. As for our I.,rſhip, Ipreſume, 
the Reformed Liturpy will not take place,cx- 
cept 10 y-#r own Congregation ? and lure , 
that we have already , is better than one at 
all; as it is with your brethren of the new 
Churches, 

3- Your laſt benefit is a marvellous one in- 
deed, the ſatisfying the Coaſciences of honeſt 
miſtaken people, who t hink it unlawful to com- 
municate with us. 1. e. we mu't break the 
Chur:hes in pieces, to feed the miftakes and jll 
humours of hoxeſt people, it they are honep, 
remove their miltakes , teach them zrzth, 
and wiſdme, and peace, and duty , and per- 
{wade them to keep their St tion and Com- 
munion with us and I doubt not, but that 
y «and they will find this to be the greater 
benefit ot the two at laſt, as wcll as 
we- 

You may fee there is #o good to be done 
by the praGiſe, and you,in the next place,ſce 
what a ſwarm of miſchiefs attend it. [1 
ſhall obſerve the things you fear your {clt; 
and indeed, they are more in number,weight, 
and meaſure too, then the benefits you men- 
tioned 

1. © This miſchief is likely to follow their 
© gathering-Churches as you well obſerve : 
* the exe2ſpcrating the minds f.r number and 
* quality conſiderable , and ſo alienating "_ 
| #ÞIr 
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© their brethren, and hindring them. 2. 
* Thereby weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt 
© in a time which requireth « ui greateſt cox- 
* cord. 3+. Thien ſetteny of parties againſt 
© parties, and Churches againlt Churches, and 
* turning of Religzon into contentions and 
* mutual opp fitions. 4. The countenance- 
ing of zxlawfu! Seperations z which will 
© all ſelter themſelves under fuch examples, 
© and the Diuiders will not (ce the different 
* principles on which we go, while our pra- 
* Fice leemeth to be the lame. 5. And lot 
© may be injurious to future ages , by lecming 
'*to give them Preſidents tor uniawtul Sepe- 
© rati-te 6+ An it is not the /caſt evil con- 
© fequent,, that we ſhall cheriſh not only 
© the error of t 10{c that think worſe of the 
*Priſh-I/rſp1p and Aſſemblies than there is 
© earſe > but we ſhall alſo accidentally nou- 
© riſh their prade,aviio will think themſclves 
* a blier people, becauſe they erronioully 
© rver-cenſure the perſGns and pratices of 0- 
© thers | 
Thcſc are they evil conſequents, which you 
wiſcly tor. ſce will follow thile zew Chur- 
ches; and you cannot, I think,pradentlyavoid 
them, bat by furbearizg that practice , and 
perſwading your brctiiren to do ſolikewile. 
For you contcls, when the publique good tor- 
bids it | as nodoubt, it nowd.th] p. 22. 
| L 4. 1hec 
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The Tolerated Miniſters mulſi not gather 4; - 
ſtint Church- Aſſemblies , but joyn with the 
punlimue Churches, and bclp the poople by their 
ztrucions at othcy times. And not to by 
up the people 1n their weakieſs, which yrs 
well obſcrve , p. 23- inclin{th them to cauſ.l:ſs 
ſeperations and dif jundions. 

But who ſhall now hold the beam 2 let a- 
ry hand but your own , and, Iam ſure, the 
INCONVENICNCES yOu have mentioned, mult 
needs prepoxderate, thole ſp2dows of bencht 
that the practice pretends to. 


'Tis the known and ffated judgment of 


the Church jn all Agcs that detects, yea and 
nany crrapigons (winch you chargc us not 
withal ) are far more toÞerable, and not {v 
hazardons to the Church,as Seper ti912 by the 
breach of uniiys and then what ſhall we 
think of the forma! and poſitive Schyſm in 
gathcy:d Churches. 

The Nevatians, Audeans , and Donatits 
had all the {ame pretence,of better diſcipline 
01d worſhip than thc pub 19 C5 theretore ) 
cy gathered themſelves into dittinct Char. 
eves tor reformin72n 231 greater purity 1N 
Religion : but tor this', they ttznd recorded 
for Sc .m, tics and Pts of 'the Church, 
in the writings of the F.uthers and Charch- 
Hiitors 1127 

Yoa ac'\nowledge, our Crors arc Tollcra- 
ble, 
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ble, (elſe you would not Communicate with 
us: Jand this is a /t2ndio re in the Church, 
ſr error cit Telcrabilir, wn (porter (er) Seceſſi- 
03:01. bt the errors or [G 4115 of the Cin ch 
be Jolera' le, we p72 ocaras to leave it, and 
what's the zeaſon? becauſe oi the davgerous 
OC onmoran. C aſc ONES _ Nave "OLE fOllow=- 
de Schy, ©d Si eperativg , and the bearty and 

holineſs py tizity 1 keligt- 

ON. 

vir ] perccive Tneed not endeavour to 
quicken your ſenſe of the fez ful of. {5;0t le- 

p- ration : aud ſhould I bes 71;3 LO (peat; ; of 
them thire would be no £4; God grant we 
may never fccl them 3. and theretore that 

yu, and £ and every Min, ay dO Our 

proper cndeavor ur to prevent and 
heal them. * Sch) yſmate luxantur 
memby a Ecelcfe- Mc &T; i lixat4 1 HOPrA [went 

ad fu E TAN 73 DC it 4 f & 10m a 

lis, it 2 or 01h 1 4 1lare « cor pHS anc 

unte Sch 1+ ; in the Church puts the MEM= 
bers ozt of j-yat © members out of ow rc 
waht fr ſceroice : and cauſe great does 7 ve 

Cl! {qt uctmocnt to the whole / 


Pareus. 


' of Mart. 


way. 
What ſharp cnt: #1. 10,17 3 ad ruptures in 
Ic bowels of thu C1. rob * waat I/Vars and 
delolations in tits, hath Schvin buen 
the original of? what 7h, and warnings did 


the ſeperation of the Browniſt draw trom 
the 
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the Paritzns? and of the late S:GFaries from 
the Presbyteri ins? all this cannot be rorgot- 
ten, though in the midli of our Bxles,and 
our new joyes for our preſent liberty, we 
mind it not. 

I ſha!] not repent my former inconvenien- 
ces: the fear of which , at leaſt, ſome of 
them, 15 yct ſtill upon us; notwithitand- 
Ng, Oc 
vid Baxt. def..of Romy your will give 
bir cure p.g1,62, Petter to all bran of Herecſres 
$2.09. and Sts; of which expert- 

ence is too full z proof and 
fall we ftand by and fee this wark go on, and 
neither lament their fir that drive wen to this, 
or warn them of the paſions and principles 
that" lead to it ? and yoho knoweth. not bow 
fair a game the Papiſts bave to play by the 
means of our Diviftons ? 


Chuxches Sinful. 


CHAP. XX. 


More particular addreſs to the Anſwer , @ 


friendly expoſtulation about his hard words 
a ud dealing. We muſt preach. And we 
may gather Churches t» ſerv? Go better: 
try great che. its, 4 defire he world dctecl 
theme 


, I perccive, by ſome Cold:4 lines, 
"as here and there , upon your 
Kough and Rugged peice ( pardon the cx- 
pretlions ) that though we differ in our 
me aſures,yct,we intend the faine exd: and 1n 
general , by the lame means. Let us then, 
11 cold blood , as friends toln out uf: todo, 
Ict us expytulzte a little , and be friends 
againe 
I confeſs , T thought I could not repy 
to 'much of your book , but in Mirib ar 
Anecr : the former Irather c 10ſt; and have 
ſomctimes uſed , but make it my publiqu 
requeſt , that neither your fclt, nor any 
one elſe would take it in contempt of your 
pcr{on or parts. 
- Bat 


, ct" » 
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But if my p!eaſuntacſ hath, indeed, dil- 
plealcd you; pray, rele a little (ortoutly 
upon the 121, how you dealt with me , 
without any provocation. + And contider 
both the Ex imple and [rrlc,you S'Vc NC-P- 4 
ang I am upt ty concelve , you will require 
no further ſ.atisf:9im: yea, and that tor 
the future , you will learn this le 43 not 
to diſpiſe your Adverfarics perlon or parts 3 
leaſt of. o7e you make im) and jnſtcad of 
Reaſmm , you liir up and provorc Feliy and 
Alatn |. 

It aiy thing hath miſs d my cyc, and con- 
fidcration , th.t you conceive to be /rou- 
ment:tive . believe me, 1t was not dcſios d. 
I left your Method, becauſe I had a mind to 
revier» the point throwghly, and oe for 2: 
and therctore you are {ccure from any f/rr- 
they trouble ftrom me, in this matter (unlcſ5 
T ſee more reaſon hereaftcy , than now I can 
fore{ce, ) Yet I promiſe you,that it, without 
Fſulting , you will ſhew me any Argument 
which was overlooxt , I promilc you faith- 
fully;l will cither Ajzwer 1t,or ackrfowledge 
{ cannor. 

Indeed , ſome p.rts of your Book I have 
wil frrg zlydeclined tO 3nfift upon 5 there being 
obſcrvable in them, the detects of Pertinence 
and Chzrity: which I impute to your halt 
and baſtineſs; and thank God, that I knoW 
Now 
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how to allow ſomething to the beſt of men, 
tor their Natur! Temper. 

Yet {o taras we are wertrerms , we cannot 
be unwilling to hear of our fazxlts , clpeci- 
ally, with meckneſs of rea'on, and in a 


fricnd!y expoſtulation : which, T hope, may 


well enough admit me to _ _ plainly , 
tnat ] have found neither kind words, nor 
fair dealizg 1n your boos. 

For your J/oras : caliing my Arguments 
filly, queltioning my Witt and Modelty; ren- 
dring me ouilty of Noiſe, miſtexd ot Sexcez 
ot '# "onfulion and immeaſurable confidence z 
te, and {uch like, do not mach atte& me, 
but J contels, when you ſpeak of iy perni- 
tions fallacies, that goes ſomething, near me, 
as ally when you number me wich faQzons 
d iſputers; when, God knows, 1 intended 
noting , as 1 ſaid in my laſt, but to ſave the 
opt from fin, and the Church from confuſion 
ne ruin, by $ erols Seperations 

M your f.zzr dealing » I mean, not only, 
t you would mahe mc affirm , what [ 
a: {aid , or thought, for of that T have 
delivercd my (clt before : or fo much that 
you ſeem to ly upon the Catch tor little over- 
fi2brs, which concern not the Controverſy 3 
though by the way take an Lztance or two 
ot this Nuturc. 

Whereas I lay, p. 2$. they cunt bus 

r1der- 
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underſtand the Declar 1ion t9 prohibite al ſuch 


private m2etings as the Law cal.s conventic.ts. 
What an o#t-cry do we hear? you know not 


whoſe #nderjrandi;gs you talk, if —and" 


with' Scorn why ſhould yin judge us to 
be as wiſe as your ſelf. 

But where's the vidory ? doth not the ve- 
ry Declaratinn 1t (elt ſuppole znlarful Cons 
venticles? or what it I hadilipt, and put 
in the word Law tor Declaration ? was it 
unpardonable ? it looks ill , when we deſign 
dilgrace to our Adverſary , without any ad - 
vantage to our Cauſe, and what have you 
gained by this N-ble quarrel , but the name 
ot Converticles ? and fo branded by the Laws 
a name , one would think , uot much worth 
the contention, it we Admit the Learned 
Hale's detinition of it; a Conventicle ſaith 
Tract of = o mw elſe but a Congrega- 
Schyſp.14 . Schyſmatickg. 

Take bi t oxe Inttance more 3 I 
had faid, p. 14. that I thought Imight ſafely 
ſay, that the Declaration dyth not ſo much as 
«acommand any thing which the Law proper- 
ly commands. But had you heeded oxe word 
among the relt, you would hardly have cn- 
fred this exception: þp. 45. 1 mean the 
word, properly 3 which you, to ſeeming 
Advantage leave out in your Reff. xion , for 


who knows not, that the main maiter tor 
which 
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which the Lew is tramed , is the thing pro- 
perly , and dircCtly commanded by the Lan? 
and that the execztion of the penalty , and 
the command thereof, are but jn ſubſervi- 
ency thereunto and, only"ot force , com4- 
tionally, in cale the Law, in the proper mat- 
ter of it, be diſabuled ? 

And yourexception to the othey paragraph, 
hath yet Iſs colour. I lay, the Declaration 
medles not wi ih the law gither in the preceptive 
cr punitive part of it-But I ftill take it tobe be- 
yond your $Killin the Law, tocontute me in 
thisz and to be beyond diſpute , that the 
Law in both theſe parts of it , had its being 
rom the Legeſlative power 3 and the Deela- 
r2tion krom tt e Executive power: and that 
th-45 cannot operate, to the change of that 
atall. The true internal vigour ot the Law 
15 fil] the famezand?tis your miſtake to think 
that the Declaration lulpends the command, 
or io much as the pnitive part of the Law : 
it fulpendeth only the Actual Execution of 
the Law , as pexal: and allows ſach meet- 
Ings, as break, the Law, and 7nceurits penat- 
ty , toabide anpniſhed; think on it well, and 
you may be ot ,;y mind. 

Ot thiſe by the; way, which indeed had not 
found ticir piace here, could Ihave reduced 
themto any head of dilcourle above:yet now 
I am upon it lee me whiſper it in your car, 

WISROUE 
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without any great nOHe about it, that there 
1s one Paragraph of y mrs , that, 
conld I take pleaflre in ſuch little 
reflections, T could thew, to have 
as many real Solceciims in it, as you have 
Noted In my n hole Book. 
Bur, 1am not carctul for theſe things: 
you deal more hardly with me., when you 
lay preſmption and cruclty to the Non-con- 
formiiis army der, cannot I imagine that 
they do not oaly deſire t eſcape the Penalty of 
the Laws, but ercct ſeperate Churches to them - 
ſelves , but T multi be an Ithacian Maſter,and 
make you fect my meanizg, and give Occali- 
on to cry out as you do, but, my Brother , 
what 7:04 will our Jufferings d1 you ? do you 
feel your ſelf OVEN tbe more at liberty when wo 
are i the Common-Goales? are you the fuller 
becauſe ſome Non-Conformiſts want bread? 

Is this rca{onable, charitable, or candid? 
what grouad have ycutorit, cithcr in my 
wors or deeds? would you not think you 
had wrorg 4 me, it ſome Non-Contormitis 
ſhould ell you, that I have run ſome hazards 
and {uftercd in my Name tor their Liberty ? 
and 1t a peaccabl. filea:d Minilter thould 
tetiity, that he and We Family have many 
ycars together, had rhe greateſt part of their 
livelyhood trom wy Charity # But I muli 
torbear , though you provoic mime, lcati 
\ OL 
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you ſhould have jult cauſe to impeach my 
Modeſty, and think you have cauſe to ſay, 
that I, in a fcnle, call you Perſecu- 
tore 

But whoam TI, when, alas, the whole 
bady of Conftorming Clergy , (though you 
have ſaid , that many of them are pions,able, 
and faithfull in their places yet) you more 
than ſeem to had them, p. 7. with the #n- 
chriſtian like charge of perjury, perfidiouſueſs, 
and perſecution , proud, contending who ſhall 
be greateſt, and Covenanting,never in certain 
points to obcy Chri't againſt the World and 
the Fleſh. | 

And, you cannot but know, this is no 
way Argumentative: unle{s you deſign'd 
to weaken the Aﬀc&ions of the people to- 
wards us, and {5 to pre pare them tor a ſc» 
peration : which Iam: not willing to be- 
Icive: forthat I find, you, in many «ther 
placcs , ſo carnelily perſwading to the cox- 
FAT Ys 

Sir, I donot preſume to adviſe you : but 
Sir, it you ſhall think to write any more up- 
on this matter, 'let me beſfcech you ſerioully 
to'confider, whether your own prixci; les, 
and the preſent vile pradtiſes of ſ{eperation, 
contrary thereunto, would not more wor- 
thily and mere ſeajouably draw your ſtudies 


another way. 
M I 
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Iknow , that the peace and reputation , 
and Integrity, of our Parochial Churches 
axe dear to you, however you were tempt- 
ed to miſtake me, and to let ſome things fly , 
ſome things that may chance to prejudice 
them more than you would. 

There arc to principles (cattered up and 
down your Anſwerer , that I here mainly 
aim at, and into theſe indeed, all its ſtrength 
reſolves. -1. That the Non-Contormiſts 
muſt preach, 2. That to the end the people 
way ſerve God bettcf, they may gather tnem+ 
ſelves mnto other Churches. The firſt of theſe 
would not concern me in the defexce of my 
ether Book , neither, doth the allowance of 
it , draw a neceſſity of gathering Churches, 
zS we have made to appear above the latter 
of them, indeed, lies at the bottom of all 
that you {ay againſt me, and I have often 
ſpoken toit, even, where ever I met it 7 
amnow making my Petitiox in the Churches 
behalf, that you would lay to heart the 
certain Diviſions and confutions that muſt 
eeds tollow, upon the pr2&iſe of both theſe 
principles, jointly reccived , and improved 
by the skill of Pzviders , and the cunning 
craftine(s of ſuch as lie iy wait for that pur- 
pole. 

The firſt of theſe , that they mwft preach, 
give me leaye to fay , as it is the preſent Fr- 
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gine for diviſion , is a plain cheat put upon the 
World , and not to be countenanced by an 
boneſt man» 

They muſt preach, but why 2? becauſe of the 
Text ,becauſe of the weceſſitzes of the people , 
and laſtly, becauſe off their Relation to their 
old Flocks,of each a little. 

They muſt preach , bccaule the Text faith, 
there is a neceſſity laid upon us, and roo be t9 16 
it we do not preach, 

Anſ. But, my Bretbren, what.if you have 
no opportunity, and the Churches are all fall, 
muſt ye preach (till ? We have before noted, 
from Mr, Baxter, that where there is mo oppor- 
tunity there is no duty, and conſcquently,thers 
15 NO xeceſity no W/oe,& is it not plain enough, 
that while. you have no particular flock, eſpe- 
cially, while the L2w forbids you to have 
any, you have no opportunity to preach pub- 
liquely ; can have no opportunity to be ſo 
buſie in anotber mays Dioceſs : nor warrant in 
Conſcien# withont leave from the Laws, 
which are ſtill obliging,notwithſtanding, &c, 
and the Liccyſe of the Biſhop,or the Parochial 
Miniſter , to wh-.ſe people you would preach. 

It ought to be remembred, this Dodtrine 1s 
pert.& Brown ſm, and c-ndemn'd as ſuch by 
the Old Non-Conformiſts , who held and de- 
tended againſt the Browniſts , that though 
themſelves were only ſuſpended,and had yet by 
Law the poſſeſſion ot their eplaces and no othe; 

M 2 could 
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could lay claim to their flocks , yet, being on- 
ly thus ſuſpended, they ought not to preach 
publiquely to their own people. 

Whether ſuſpended or degraded, their Do- 
rine was not the yeceſſity to preach,as You 
and the Browniſt (ay, but to keep ſilent 
For (o long faid they,as the Biſhops ſuſpend 
and deprive according to Law , we account of 
the Aion hercin , as of the Aft of the Church, 
it they do otherwiſe we have liberty given us , 
by the Law £0 appeal from themes 
Qbj. Byt we think in our Cox ſciexces that 
thegaules of ozer Silencing are not ſufficient to 
juſtifie it. This very Objection allo the Frow- 
miſts uſed to the Non-Conformits of old, aid 
received this Anſwer from them. | 
Anſ+* It lies ſay they, in them to depoſe 
that may ordain, and they may ſt that may 
© open. And that, as he may with a good Con - 
* ſcience execute a miniflry,by the Ordiration 
*and calling of the Church who 1s privie to 
« himſelf of ſome unfitneſs (it the Chiifeh will 
preſs him to it ) ſo may he who is privy to 

* himſelf of xo faxlt that deſerves Deprivation, 

* ceale from the execution of his Miniltty , 

© when he is preſſed thereunto by the Churcit, 

© And indced, if a griltleſs perſon put owt of 
© his charge, by the Churches Author ity, may 

* yet continue in it , what proceedings can 

© there be againſt gailty perſons, who in their 


" © own conccits , are alwaics guiltleſs,or will at 
| leali 


- Churches Sinful, 165 
© leaft pretend ſo tobe 3 ſeeing they alſo will 
© bercady alway to objef againſt the Chur- 
« cber judgment, that they are called of God, 
* and may not therefore , give over the exe- 
*cution of their Miniſtcry at the will of 
Man. 

Obj. But how ſhall we anſwer the Text, 
woe be to u5 if we d) not prea:h? Thusallo the 
broreniſts urged againſt the Nox-Conformiſts, 
and were thus ſolidly anſwered. 

Anſe The caſe now, and in the Aprſites 
© tumcs,15 far different, Firſt , they that inbi- 
« bites the Apattles, were known and profeſ- 
© {ed Exemirs to the Goſpel : Sreemmdly, the 
© Ap /iles were charged, not to teach in the 
© name of C5yit , nor to publiſh any part of 
© the Dottrine of the Goſpchwhich Comman- 
* dement, might more hardly be yielded unto, 
© than this ot our Biſhops, whoare notouly con- 
< tent that the Goſpel ſhould be preached, but 
© are allo Preachers of it themſelves. Laſtyy,the 
« Apoliles reccived not their calling & Autho- 
« rity from mex, nor by the hands of men, 
« but jmmcciately from God himſclf, and 
« therefore might not Be reftrain'd or depo{'d 
« by Men: whereas, we, though we cexerciſc 
© Function whercot God is the Azthor, and 
© are allocalled of God toit, yet are we cal- 
<l:d and ordained by the hand and Mitiftry 
© of me, and therctore may by mer: b: alſo 
© depoſed, and relirgined trom tic exerciſe of 
< our Miniftry. * M 3 Theſs 
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Theſc three laſt obje&ions and anſwers 
are taken out of a Book called a grave and 
modeſt confutation of the errors ot the Sc& 
called Brownijts or Seperatiſts : Agreed upon 
long ſince by the joint conſent of many Mi- 
niſters then ſtanding out in the cauſe of Nou- 
Conformity publiſhed by Mr.R athbang 1 644- 
pare 2.P- 4Iy 42+ 

2, They muſt preach , becauſe the people 
aced it , the necctlities of thouſands of Souls 
require It. 

Yet you ask, 15 the notorious need of many 
hundred thouſand ſouls ns reaſon ?--—— ts the 
releiving of many Godly Chriſti 113 robo are caſt 
ont of your Communion becauſe they dare not coit- 
form, no reaſon ? X 

But Tam ſtill confident you have xo 7eaſo:7, 
or no good ones: for, I believe you huve 
brought out the beſt you had , to make this 
vapour, and for the credit of the Cauſe : tur 
neither theſe , ner their fellows as hath ap- 
peared, are worth a tig: and yea, ſonic 
would tell you they are rottex , they have 
great Worms in them and are only. fit to 
pleaſe Children. 6 | 
+ Doe but open theſe reaſons, and you will 
preſently find they are deceittul wares, and 
nothing but ki. The ſenſe of them is,Non- 
Conkprmilis mrſt preach , upon a double rea- 
ſon,traken trom the people. 1+ from their yum- 
bers. 2+ From their quality, 


I. From 
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1. From their zzembers. Many hundred thou- 
ſand ſ5uls , Souls. thouſand fouls, hundred 
thouſand ſouls, many hundred thouſand ſouls 
and all theſe need , ntoriouſly need, Nzx-con- 
formiſts preaching. Here is jtrength of Argu- 
ment indeed, aud is this uo reaſon? I am 
{ure his Rhetorick, as ſwzet to ſome mens pa- 
Lates. 

But, I marvail at two things : fir,that this 
great neceflity ſhould: be ſo x:toriozs to none 
but your (clves, and that a Chriſtian Govern- 
ment (ſhould yotoriouſly be guilty of the blood 
ot ſo many hundred th ſand ſouls, by fufftering 
them to periſh for Lick of knowledge, had ano- 
ther ſaid it , Ifhould have anſwered, this is 
3 molt x9torious ſlandcy. 

The ſecond things , I wonder at, is, how 
any Co{-ientions man dare ſay , contrary to 
plain ſezce and Fad, that this is the Reaxſo 
neceſſitating Non-Conformilt; to preach , as 
they do. Secing, in the places worſt jerves, 
we {o ſcldome hear of your ew Congregatt- 
ONSs But, as fome Mounteb anks pretend tO 
cure the head by applications to the teet, you 
have skill to work by a quite cozty.ary method 
you will cure the feet by tampering with the 
bcad. 

In plain Engliſh; all this is but a b1z4 and 
a ſtawking-Horſe, behind which, 'thete fory- 
lers lurck,'to catch thcir Game, and to draw 
our bet and fattcſt Partridge into thiur Net; 
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It is Cities , Corporations, ani the Wealthi- 

eſt parts of the, Kiagdome*, where they Tix- 
cle their Bells and draw Swarms to theis 
Hives that will yeild molt Heyey, 

You tcem ſome where p. 74. to tax my 
Charity or Verity in an intimation tending 
this Way but my particular EXPErience , as 
well as gexcral, and not tobe coutrcled, vb- 
ſervation , was my Warranut. T will trouble 
you with a pat Inſtance of two or three Non- 
Contormitts ina place where I am well ac. 
quainted,, and I count them not a whit 
the lefſe hoxeſt for thcir plain dealing 1n the 
point, 

One of them, that hath a Licexce to preach 
in a Corntry Houle, near the placz where he 
lives, told me himſelf, that, unleſs he ſhould 
know, what they would pay him, he woul4 
not preach among them*: and.- I {uppole,they 
diftered upon that point , for he is gon off, 
and joyncd himſelt with a Brother of another 
Church. Azother,licenc'd to preach in his own 
Pariſh , where he rents a Farm, told the M;- 
rmiftcy of that Parith, that he would looſe 
$0. pound by his Farm, that he mijght re- 
move , and place hinifclt in a Corporation, 
that is indecd very well turniſht with Mini- 

ſters ,and better without w Company. A 
third, al{olicenced to Preac ch in his own Houſe 
yet, oze Lords day 1n threes I am informed 
by a prctty good hand, rides twelve miles to 
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excrciſe his gifts in a great Town, not meanly 
provided with publique preachers. And all 
theſe three , within ezght miles one of ano- 
ther : and thelc are plain and honeſt men,and 
doubtleſs ſpeak their own and their Bre- 
threns minds, for by this foo you may guels 
at Herculess 

| cannot forbear hereupon to commend the 
wit of that excellent man, who ſaid ſmartly, 
*& ingenuouſly ſome years agon.7doubt,they 
© fee their Condition would be woful indeed, 
© it they preacht the Goſpel there (in the 
© Country Cures , that are worſt ſerved) and 
© therctore they ſhould have added two words 
© to the Apoliles ſpeech and {aid, Woe be to 
* us it we preach not the Golp:l iy London, 
*(or in Briſtol, or in Exox , orin Plymonth., 
© T-txcs Or Dartmouth. There 1s little to be 
* got by preaching it.to the pyor Cormnrry tolk. 
© Tholea® barren places to low the ſeedin, 
* and will bring foggh ſmall profit to them+ 
© elves, and ſo they would do well to fay, in 
* plain Englilh (and Tſhould think them ho- 
© neliex men if they did_) Neceſſity is laid upon 
275 to tel] you the Truth, we muſt preach,to ger 
« living, 

Many ſuch Tricks there are, you xnow, to 
be dene by N#mbers; but when they are onc 
diſcovercd, they are as fil.y as this. 

2. But thcir quality way be conſiderab. 
that's the other reaſon of xecrfity» For ye 
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Ask, is the releiving of many Godly Chriſtians, 
who, are caſt ous of your Communion becauſe they 
dare not conform, no Reaſon ? 

Sr, will you ſay in earxeſt, that the Non- 
Conformiſt ſhould countenance ſ#ch in their 
Seperation , and harden them in their fin? and 
that a #:ceſity lies upon them to do ſo?though 
you yrxr ſelf believe that -theſe people may 
not only /awfully , but that it is beſt tor them 
to Communicate with the Pariſhes, it their 
Scruples and miſtakes were removed ? 

However,the Cheat here, will be coomani- 
{cſt,it we open this one box: who are th-ſe that 
are thus to be ryeleived. You canmean no other 
but ſuch as did not Communicate with us b.:- 
tore the.Indulgence,tor ſuch as thex did, may 
do ſo ftill,and not need your Charity. 

Then, thoſe that are tobe Releived.muſt 
be either Independents,or Anabaptiſts,or © 14- 
kcrs,or thoſe, that gounder the Nate 0. Vres- 
bytcrians. - 

Now, Ithink, you your (clt 
would not bead any of the three 
furmer of theſe Sedsz, or if you, orany cf 
your brethren would ttoop fo low, how would 
they in pride trample upon you ? and in deri;1- 
en, tell you, they have paſtors of their ow! 
way, and need none of your care or pains: 

It tollows that the perſons xceding your re- 
lick, muſt be the pcople known by the name* 
of Presbyterians, that did xot contorm —_— 
L- | | [18 
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the Toleration; be it ſo. Were their Numbers 
they \ſogreat to need the releif of ſo many thouſand 


Non-Contorming Miniſters, as ſome brag of ? 
I would not have you Count them , leaſt you 
be aſhamed of your Argument. TY 

In this City, I am ccedibly informed , 


there were not above 3o or 40 at moſt of t/:3x 


quality , that ordinarily refuſed the publique 
and met privately before the Indulgence: and 
we have, they tell me, tex Nou-Conformiſts, 
come into their releif. But what needed a 


| Tolcration inithis Cafe ? Ten Preachers to fours 
' ty Hearers, by an caſy Diviſion might have 


kcpt within the compaſs of the 4&. Now in- 
dced, they have drawna greater number to- 
ovether, though not of ſuch as durſt not come 
to our Churches, but of fuch as 4:4 : but for 
whoſe Releit , the peoples or their own, lome 
do vive a ſhrew'd guels. 


3. Thelaft Reaon alligned for Non-Con- 


formilts preaching , is not lo confidently deli- 


vered, yet (ufficiently intimated : it is toun- 
ded in the Relation betwixt the Pariſh and 
the Ejcded Minilter. Yet , methinks, you 
ſhould conſider the cxmity to order and Go- 
vernment and Peace, that this reaſon carries 
in it: and the neceility of $chyſ#z, in one 
or both parties, about their ol/4 and ew Pa- 
{tor , before you aflert it any more. God is 


| Not the God of confuſion > and that which 


tends to confulion he will never Owns 
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I have, before ſpoken ſufficiently to the un- 
reatonablencis of the preuciple, and ſhall yaw 
only note the Fraud of the perſons, that uſe it 
to Weir private ends: which I know you can- 
got en:lure, for in truth, *tis made an Engine 
fo kcep rp a fattina in the Church, and little 
CK is done with it 


I they mt prezch becauſe their Relation 


to icir flock requires it , why do they nat 
reort to the places from which they were E- 
jaded? Or how can this poor pretexce puliity 
their preaching fo gexcyally in other places ? 
Suxcal! that now preach , were not Pyſt rs in 
the places where icy now preach , boyct- 
fines Indeed their Commtry Pariſhes mult 119w 
fruve for tnem , they are generally called 
ki7her. Here are Ten Non-Conformiſts i this 
Grey - but how many ot them were Paltors 
Byre Au7. 240 6 2 ? About two Or three: and 
what Title they had, they beſt know them- 
{c}ves. But what pretence have the other 
fcaven ? and what mixes feb as were ejected 
gn 0:bcr Counrics, and out of Corntry Pariſhes 
vo txoable this Ciry ? T hope none grefo wilc 
25 to fay,that thele axe to fill up the Dead pla» 
ces, tO perpeizerte the Fallione 

t contcls fappoling their termer places be 
aot well ſcyred, and the Ejecied did contine 
themclves tozhy/e places , it feerns to be the 
molt p/2:fible colour that T have yet feen, but 
MoS nURACE fo, nor />, apt | Rope Yall WA 
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abhor the Patronage of ſuch Tpoſtares , 
when you have exercis'd your ſec m4thoughts« 
2+ Too much of the weceſſityof preaching; 


| but that this may be maintained, you lay,they 


may gather new Corrches ; and this muſt run 


| upon a pretence of purity,and ſerviag God bets 


ter,than we do 1n oxrs, or, as you exprets it in 


| the place we latcly ſpeak of 3 is the excrciſiag of 


#IVerſhip and Diſcipline more agreeableto Gas 


' word than yrurs( We are yu ſay, + 30+ ready 


to pive you the proof when we have leave) wa 
Kea f IH» 

ut it ſeems you have #02 proved it : can 
you fairlyleave us and gather Churches, oat 
ot oars, before you have proved tt *cl{e,have 
you done your endeavour , in order to oar 
Cenvidlio,and Reformation? it not, your Se- 
peration. Let the ground be what it will, tor 
the Maaner, it is Raſhand unwarrantabie, 
and indeed Sehyſmatical , in the judgment of 
the beſt Caſuilts,as well Presbyterians as others, 
as hath appearcd before. 

\ Yea,- it hath appeared ao, that ts 
Anabaptiſtical, and Brownifiical princip.e ot 
Seperation , the fame , with finding f.efts 
and corruptions 11 Our Churchcs, and tac pre» 
tunces of Reformation for purer Churches, and 
ſerving God in more purity , as they utcd to 
Cant ; and that it hath no bord, but n:tus 


{ rally divides Seft out of Sect till 1t brings vs 


to utter Confuſt 'n. 
Arh+ 
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And you have a hard task upon your hand; 
to perſ[wade the people to Communicate with 
x5 as their Duty, and yet to allow gatheriny 
Churches from us tor purer worſhip and diſci- 
pline, vpon this principle,that we are bound 
toſerve God in the beſt way we can, and con- 
{cquently , weare bound either nut to ſerve 


him in a werſeway, orelſe, weare to ſerve | 


God in both Communions , and tobe members 
of tro particular Churches at once,ot different 
Worſhip, Government, and Diſcipline. 
Rather, throy it away as an #npea:eable 
and ungoverxable principle : and do like yonr 
ſelf,to undergirt ard ſupport the ſorely threat- 
ned, and even ſincking Parochial Conjtitztion 


of our Churches : ſay what you will to the } 


Contrary , if you take not in this miſchievous 
Engine, you plainly Countenance all the Fadii- 
ons in the Kingdome to endeavour the Rine 
and ſubverſion of theme 

While we kcep within the ancient bounds 
and conſtitutions, we know where we arc: 
but it one we begin to Trmble,where we ſhall 
Stop, God only knowes. I nced not mind 


you of the tearftul exd of Gnoſftiſcime, Dona- |, 
tiſm, Browniſm, and of our late Seperations, 


which took their beginning in Independency : 
they all had pretences to break the Peace, un- 
der Colours of purity » but m th: ſhuffle, they 
loſt bath,and ſunck down at laſt,into the Sinck 
of Confuſion ard Impurity> 


Cs Mr. 
: . 


— 


» noon 
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hs i Mr. Baxter , will not ſuffer 
-« ogra us to forget ſomething to this 
purpoſe from our [ze experi- 
ence : which methinks,ſhould keep us awake 
* donot your hearts bleed ( faith he) to look 
© upon the State of Exgland, aud to think 
© how few Towns and Cities, there be, where 
©is any forwardcſ7 in Religion ) that are not 
© cut intoſhreds and crumbled as to Duſt, by 
* Seperations and Diviſions ? to think what 
* 2 Wornd we have thereby given to the Chri- 
© 124 name ? 

Theſe conſequences, Mr. Calvin reckons to 
be jult judgments of God neceſſarily follow- 
ing the diſſoletion of the ſacred Bond of Unity 
which the Cod of peace and the Faiher of mer- 
cy, avert from this divided and untoward ge- 
neration, 


God,who doſt teach the hearts of thy faith- 
ful people, by ſending to them thelight of thy 
holy ſpirit, grant as by the ſame ſpirit,to have 
a right judgment in all things: and evermore 
to rejoyce in his holy Comfort , through the 
Merits of Chri't Feſus our S2viour. 

Grant, O Lord, we beſecch thee, that the 
courſe of this World may be {o ordered by 
thy Governance, that thy Church may joytully 
ſerve thee in all Godly quictneſs,through Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


F-INIS, 


